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ADVERTISEMENT. 


COME years have now elapfed fince the 
^ Seventh Edition of Dr. James’s Disser- 
tation on Fevers has been out of print. 
The Dodor with-held its re publication from 
a defign of adding a Vindication of his Powder, 
which he had written many years before. 

In this edition of the Dissertation, feveral 
Cafes, as well as fome other palTages of the 
former, are omitted ; fome new accounts of 
Cures performed by his Powder are alfo in- 
ferted. The reludance with which people in 
general fuffer their names to appear in print, 
has alone prevented the Lift of Cures from 
being mere enlarged. But the efficacy of the 
Powder cannot require any further proof. 

The Vindication of the Fever Powder 
forms only part of a much larger Trad, which 
included a Defence of his own Character and 
Condud in his Profeffion. It was occafioned 
by the violent and calumnious attacks of his 
Brethren of the Faculty. The dea'h, however, 
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of fome of his principal opponents, put a flop to 
that publication. The Vindication is now 
given to the Public as revifed by the DoCtor, 
and diverted of every perfonal reflection on 
individuals. The general argument only is 
retained ; to which are added fome Obferva- 
tions, from his own experience, on the effeCt 
of his Powder in other diforders as well as 
Fevers. It may perhaps be lamented that he 
did not live to put a finifliing hand to this 
fubjeCt. 

The Executors of Dr. James have thought 
proper to fubjoin to the Vindication afmall 
TraCt, written by the DoCtor, on the Treat- 
ment of the Diforders of Children. They con- 
fidered it as too fliort to be publilhed feparately, 
yet of too much confequence to be fuppreflcd. 
The Public will receive them both as un- 
finifhed pofthumous pieces. 
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A 

DISSERTATION 

O N . 

• -J 

FEVERS, 

AND 

Inflammatory Distempers. 

*$2*0 many theories have been formed re- 
^ S lative to Fevers, and fo many various 
methods have been propofed for their 
cure, in different ages of the world, that no volume 
would contain all that has been written upon thefe 
fubjefts ; and it has happened unfortunately, that 
every fyftem, however inconfiftent with common 
fenfe, and every mode of practice, however un- 
fuccefsful, has, neverthelefs, found its patrons and 
defenders; undoubtedly becaufe in every me- 
thod, the fpontaneous recovery of tliofe patients 
who have efcaped merely by the force of nature, 

B has 
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2 A DISSERTATION ON FEVERS, 

has been frequently afcribed to the medicines ex- 
hibited, and the regimen enjoined, hotvever un- 
likely both may have been to produce fuch an 
effeft. If this was not the cafe, theories would 
expire in their infancy for want of fuccefs, and be 
never more heard of, unlefs fome extraordinary 
genius fhould happen to revive them in after- 
ages. For, of all the theories and fyftems that 
have been invented, one only can be right; and it 
is far from being agreed which that one is : and I 
am very certain, that fuccefs in the cure of diftem- 
pers has not yet determined it ; for if it had, Thar, 
it is reafonable to think, would have prevailed over 
all the reft. 

The Hippocratic method of treating fevers has 
been embraced by the moft eminent pra&itioners, 
and has this remarkable circumftance in its favour, 
that if it fhould happen to do the patient no fer- 
vice, it is at leaft not fo likely to be injurious as • 
many others that have been fince in vogue. Its 
great author aflerts, that it is nature which cures 
diftempers, by a conco&ion of the humours ; by 
which he means their preparation for a fubfequenc 
difeharge out of the body, by fome fpontaneous 
evacuation. This difeharge of humours brought 
about by nature, or the vital powers, is the crifis 
fo much celebrated by the ancient phyficians, and 
fo little attended to by the moderns, a very few 
• ' only 
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only excepted. In confequence of this do&rine,* 
a phyfician was principally to watch the motions 
of nature; and by no means difturbing her in her 
operations of concoding and expelling the hu- 
mours, by attempting any thing of confequence, was 
only permitted to prevent, if poffible, by a proper 
regimen, thofe accidents which he forefaw might 
happen and prove dangerous ; or to affift nature 
by gentle means, to complete this critical dis- 
charge when begun, provided her own force was 
infufficient for this falutary purpofe. 

This method, however rational, juft, and pre- 
ferable to mod others fince propofed, is neverthe- 
lels liable to many objections : for, in purfuance 
hereof, there is but little room for a phyfician to 
ad ; infomuch that, in violent diforders where the 
greateft alfiftance is wanted, the Ieaft, or none at 
all, can be afforded. And if we judge of it by the 
fuccefs of its author, in thofe cafes, of which he 
has given us hiftories, we lhall be inclined to en- 
tertain no great opinion of it ; for the patients 
generally died. Afclepiades was fo fenfible of 
this, that he called ludicroufiy the pradicc of his 
predeceffors, A Meditation on Death. And it muff 
be confeffed, that a phyfician thus confined bears 
too near a refemblance to the fpedator of a tra- 
gedy, who fpoils all if he attempts to interfere. 

B 2 This 
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4 A DISSERTATION ON FEVERS, 

This the illuftrious Sydenham fcems in forrre 
meafure to have underftood, when, in his latter 
writings, he recommends bleeding and purging as 
the mod efle&ual cure for fevers ; though it ap- 
pears by his former works that his firft praftice 
was formed nearly upon the model of that of 
Hippocrates. And experience evinces, that more 
recover under the treatment laft propofed by the 
above-mentioned author, than under any other, 
and that in a Ihorter time, and with much lefs 
trouble to the patient, provided the cure is at- 
tempted before the difeafe has made too much 
havock in the conftitution, and the evacuations are 
conducted with prudence, and carried on to a point 
fufficient to anfwer the end, and no farther. But 
the procraftination of patients, and the fatal mif- 
conduft of thole ufually firft confulted on thefe 
melancholy occafions, render it difficult for a phy- 
fician to praftife this method to any advantage, 
becaufe he is leldom called upon till the conftitu- 
tion is nearly ruined, either by the progrefs of the 
diftemper, or by errors at that time irretrievable. 
This, however, is certain, that, whatever be the 
caufe, many patients mifearry even under this 
treatment, perhaps more than recover, if the 
diftemper rifes to a degree at all formidable. 

There is fomething too ridiculous in many of 
the modern theories, and the practices founded 

thereon. 
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thereon, to deferve confideration. I mud, how- 
ever, juft take notice, that fome have fancied a 
kind of Genius prefiding over the animal oeconomy, 
that excites or allays diftempers, as it happens to 
be in a good or bad humour; others have dis- 
covered a kind of inflammation or explofion of 
the animal fpirits ; others, a latent poifon or ma- 
lignity in the fame animal fpirits, the blood, or 
wherever they pleafed to fix it; whilft others, again, 
have unmercifully ftigmatized the nerves for 
faults of which they are perfectly innocent. And 
to fuch equally abfurd and unintelligible caui’es, 
fevers, and a l their confequences, have been 
afcribed. However thefe thcorifts may differ as 
to the caufes of fevers, they are pretty well agreed 
with refpedt to pradlicc ; for moft of them have 
been of opinion, that the inflammation of the 
animal fpirits was to be difcufied ; that this latent 
poifon or malignity was to be expelled through 
the cutaneous pores, or that the nerves were to be 
warmed and ftimulated ; and all thefe ends were to 
be anfwered by heating fudorifics and warm cor- 
dials. In confequence of thefe fpeculations, the 
patient was to be confined to a warm bed, in a hot 
room, and was to take, every third and fourth 
hour, fudorific boles and powders, with draughts 
and juleps; befides, perhaps, cordial drops in the 
intervals. But this method is attended with greater 
inconveniences than any other; for the patient 

B 3 very 
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5 A DISSERTATION ON FEVERS, . 

very foon becomes exceflively hot, thirfty, and 
reftlefs, whilft his tongue grows every hour more 
dry and difcoloured, his urine crude and pa’e, or 
fometimes high-coloured and turbid, without any 
regular reparation-, and convulfive twitchings and 
a delirium, frequently terminating in a coma, or 
lethargic difpofition, clofe the laft fcene and the 
patient’s eyes for ever. And it makes no great 
difference with refpeCt to the event, whether the 
patient fweats or not, except that fweats thus ex- 
torted deprive the blood of its moft fluid part, 
which would otherwife dilute it, and render it 
more eafily moveable through the veflels, and 
are only ferviceable, as they accelerate the re- 
leafe of the patient from the triple torture of 
his diftemper, the medicines, and blifters, which 
laft are ufually laid on with the utmoft profufion, 
in order to obviate or remove thole fymptoms 
which may fometimes be infcparable from the 
diforder, but are more frequently excited, or, at 
leaft, increafed, by the treatment above-mentioned. 
Though I muft confefs, that fome few are fo 
happy in an unextinguilhable ftrength of confti- 
tution, that they even at laft miraculoufly re- 
cover. 

I believe it will be allowed, that in all natural 
operations a certain degree of heat is required, to 
the perfection of the intended production; and 

that 
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that an excefs or deficiency of .this neceflary heat 
fruftrates the intentions of nature, and renders her 
defigns abortive. That this is the cafe with re- 
fptCl to the production of every animal and every 
vegetable upon the face of the earth, I need take 
no pains to demonftrate. But to come nearer the 
point I have in view, lkilful furgeons obferve, that 
matter cannot be formed in a tumor, without a 
degree of heat fufficient for the purpofe ; that a 
defeCt induces a lchirrhus or cold tumor ; a re- 
dundance, a mortification. Hippocrates and Sy- 
denham feem to regulate their practice by a parallel 
fyftem. They were convinced that a limited time, 
and a certain degree of heat, were necefiury to 
bring about a concoCtion or refolut’ron of the hu- 
mours which excited a fever, and therefore em- 
ployed themfelves principally to regulate that heat, 
and keep it up to fuch a ftandard, that, on the one 
hand, the vital powers might not languifh, and 
leave the falutary work of concottiorj incomplete ; 
and, on the other, that the exorbitant motion of 
the humours might not injure any of the vital 
parts, induce thofe fympeoms which are now 
called fometimes malignant, fometimes nervous, 
and deftroy the patient by an excels of thofe means 
which nature meant for his relief. 

The phyfician, therefore, who ihculd attempt 
to cure a fever, by exciting a heat greater than is 

B q required 
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required for the purpofe of concodtion, would be 
guilty of an error equal to that of a houfewife, 
who Ihould endeavour to anticipate the term of 
incubation, by boiling her eggs with a view of 
producing chicken more expeditioufly. 

Another, and that the moft common method 
of treating fevers, may properly be called the 
eclectic, or rather trimming method. In this the 
perfon to whofe care the patient is committed, 
bleeds, and perhaps repeats it more than once, or 
is bold enough to venture upon one or more 
purges j but, at the fame time, he fruftrates his 
own good intentions, by repeating every three or 
four hours nervoqs cordials, and warm fudorifks ; 
not considering that fweats, which are not Sponta- 
neous, but extorted, generally prove fymptoma- 
tical and noxious, inftead of being critical and 
falutary. This is doing Something worfe than 
nothing-, for, if bleeding and evacuations are 
right, heating and nervous medicines, which are 
the reverfe, mull necefiarily be wrong, and vice 
verfa. So that the good effeds which might be 
expedted from either are prevented by the oppofite 
treatment -, and the patient is at laft obliged to 
purchafe a very unequal chance for his life, at 
the expence of half his {kin torn off with blifters, 
with a degree of pain fcarcely tolerable, unlefs he 
has the good fortune to be out of his fcnles ; and 

even 
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even then it is impoflible for any one, who has 
not been delirious in a fever, to conceive the 
agonies that are felt. 


But, upon the whole, the infinite perplexity 
and uncertainty of theories, and the unfettled 
ftate of praftice founded thereon, have induced 
the wifeft, the beft, and the moft honeft phyficians 
in all ages, to lament the defeats in their pro- 
feflion, and ardently wifh.for fome medicine, or 
fome method, which would anfwer their purpofes 
in the treatment of fevers with greater certainty 
and expedition. 

I shall now, therefore, give fome account of 
a medicine I have ufed, and the methods I have 
purfued with uncommon fuccefs, for the cure of 
the very worft and moft dangerous of thefe diftem- 
pers. And if they ihould be found by future, as 
they have almoft constantly by the paft, experi- 
ence, to extirpate thefe terrible diforders", without 
hazard, in a very few days, generally in a very 
few hours, and in fuch a manner as to give the 
patient very little trouble, I fhall think a cure 
thus brought about anfwers very well to the rule 
of Cellus, when he tells us it Ihould be performed 
tiito y celeriter , jucunde ; fafely, expeditioufly, 

and agreeably. 
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In treating this fubje£t, I (hall by no means 
enter into theoretical difquifltions, but rather reft 
the whole upon experience, as of more weight 
than all the fyftems in the world. And, as the 
Hiftories of Cafes fet experience in the ftrongeft 
light* I fhall relate fome of a very extraordinary 
nature, to the truth of which I can bring fuffi- 
cient teftimony, whenever I am called upon to do 
it. In the mean time, as there may be fome 
whofe lucrative views may tempt them to perfe- 
cute me, and the method I propofe, with all the 
detraction and fallhood that may be expected from 
felf-intereft and unprovoked malice, thefe I fhall 
advife to fave themfelves a good deal of unnecef- 
fary trouble ; and, as Gamaliel faid to the Jewillx 
magiftrates, upon a more important occafion, 
to let it alone for, if it be of men , it will come 
to nought ; but, if it be of God , ye cannot over- 
throw it. 


The Case of Mifs Eccles. 

ON Wednefday the 1 Sth of March, 1748, I wa3 
directed by a lady of diftin&ion in YVeflminfter, to 
attend Mifs Eccles, at her brother-in-law’s, Mr. Hodges, 
at the Peacock in Cateaton-flreet. She was about twen- 
ty-two years of age, had enjoyed a general good flate of 
health, but was not of a very Itrong conflitution. I un- 
derlined that Che came out of the country about a month 
before, and was foon after feized with a pretty feverc 
cold, attended with a cough. This was fucceeded by a 
diarrhsea, which I had reafon to believe would have ter- 
minated the diftemper. But it feems it was not*thought 

proper 
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proper that this fhould continue ; for Ihe had taken a 
great number of draughts and boles, in which diafeor- 
dium, the bark, and other aftringents and opiates were 
ingredients. Thefe had the intended effect, for the di- 
arrhaea was checked ; and upon this (he became feverifh, 
her pulfe high and quick, her urine high-coloured, her 
countenance remarkably red and florid, and fhe was at 
intervals fomewhat delirious. Thefe circumftances I 
collected from thofe about her. The morning I vifrtcd 
her, fhe had taken twenty grains of ipecacuanha, which 
did not operate as an emetic, but purged her copiouily 
three times ; in confequcnce of which fhe was manifeftly 
better in all refpects. I was going to preferibe, when, 
the apothecary mentioned a phyfician who attended her, 
upon which I declined directing any thing ’till I had feen 
him, and an appointment was made for our meeting the 
next morning at eleven. Accordingly I went at the time ; 
but the do&or thought proper to behave in fuch a man- 
ner, that I deferted the patient, and left her entirely to 
his management. Hut on Tuefday, March 24, Mr. 
Hodges came to- my houfe, and defired earneftly that I 
would fee the young lady again. Accordingly I made 
her a vifit, and was informed, that the preceding even- 
ing, upon fome reprefentations that had been made con- 
cerning the prodigious number of medicines fhe was to 
take, the dodlor faid, it was not his bufinefs to confult 
the intereft of her executors, for it was impoflible fhe 
could recover; and this, it feems, occafioned my being 
called again. Mifs Ecclcs was at this time exceflively 
delirious, and had been fo for fome days, during which 
time fhe had never flept ; her tongue was very much 
difcoloured ; her pulfe extremely low and quick ; her 
heat was exceffive ; her countenance extremely florid 
and red ; and her urine fometimes pale, and fometimes a 
little coloured, but crude. The medicines fhe had taken 
w'ere cordial draughts, and boles every fix hours, from 
the time I left her ; for I was informed, there was fome 
fufpicion of a miliary fever, which was to be expelled 
through the pores of the fkin. After having reprefented, 
before a great many of the neighbours, the hardfbip of 
attending a lady under fuch difadvantageous circum- 
ftances, 
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Ranees, I confented to undertake the condudl of her 
cafe. I immediately ordered bleeding in the foot ; ap- 
plied a blifter to her head, and /Emulating cataplafms of 
muftard-feed and horfe-raddi/h to her feet. Mean time 
I took care to procure two (tools by a clyfter. That 
Evening (he took a dole of the Fever rowder, which was 
repeated fome hours after ; but neither had any perceiv- 
able operation. The next day, March 25, her urine 
depofited a copious fediment, though (he (till continued 
delirious. I repeated the third dofe of Powder, which, 
like the preceding, had no fenfible operation. Every 
bodv, however, about her, could perceive that (he was 
vifibly mended. In the afternoon I gave her half art 
ounce of Glauber's fait, which purged her twice. That 
night (he dept. The next morning, March 26, I found 
her in her fenfes, and fo much recovered, that I told the 
family I thought her out of danger. 2 repeated fome 
more dofes of Glauber’s (alts, and in a very few days 
fhe was perfedlly well, except that (he remained very 
weak ; hut (he recovered enough to be married foon 
after, and is now the mother of nine children. 


REMARKS. 

I cannot determine how far the Powder was 
inftrumental in this cure. To fpeak my own fen- 
timents, I think that neither the Powder, nor the 
other remedies, would have performed it alone, 
though I was fo fortunate as to fucceed by both : 
but as her urine feparated immediately after taking 
the firft dofes, and as this is the general effetfl it 
produces, I muft aferibe a good deal to it. 

Upon this occafion, I cannot excufe myfelf 
from obferving, that I have frequently feen very 

confiderable 


Digitized by 


AND INFLAMMATORY DISTEMPERS. 13 

confiderable effc’&s produced by the application of 
cataplafms to the feet, prepared of horfe-raddifh 
and muftard-feed, with a little old yeaft and fharp 
vinegar. Fhyficians, who conftantly treat patients 
in the Hippocratic method, waiting for a crifis, 

* and doing very little to interfere with the opera- 
tions of nature, have abundant opportunities of 
obferving that the piles, or pains in the feet, emi-. 
nently relieve the head ; and therefore when thefe 
do not happen fpontaneoufly, it has been thought 
expedient to excite them by art. As to the piles, . 
it is not an eafy affair to bring them on loon 
enough to anfwer the purpofe ; nor indeed can it 
be done at any time with any degree of certainty. 
It would therefore be a very great improvement in 
medicine, to dtfeover a method of exciting an 
hemorrhage from the hsemorrhoidal veins at plea- 
fure, and with as much facility as we can procure 
one from the veins of the argi, the neck, or the 
foot ; for I make no doubt but by thefe means we 
fhould have it in our power generally to fecure the 
head. But with refpedt to pains in the feet it is 
otherwife ; for thefe may be, and are, frequently 
excited by the application of cantharides, euphor- 
bium, and other ftimulating ingredients. But 
thefe cataplafms anfwer the end much fooner, and 
more effedlually than any other topic whatever * 
efpecially if the feet are previoufly foftened by 
foaking them in milk and water j and if, inftead 
v of 
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of applying them to the foies, the whole feet are 
involved in them, fpread pretty thick on a linen 
cloth. 1 have almoft daily inftances of patients 
being roufed from a coma, or recovered from a 
delirium, in a few hours, by thefe meafures, with 
a degree of falutary pain, little inferior to the 
rack and this I efteem the fureft prognoftic of 
, returning health •, and on the contrary, I generally 
find an infenfibility, or abfence of pain, after the 
application of thefe cataplafms for a reafonable 
' time, to be the moft certain prefage of approach- 
ing death. I need not mention that they fhould 
be renewed from time to time as they become 
dry ; or that when they have excited a fufficiervt 
degree of pain, or when that becomes intolerable, 
they may be removed, left the continued torture 
Ihould fruftrate the end propofed, by depriving 
the patient of that opportunity of getting natural 
deep which it has afforded him, and which may 
reafonably be expe&ed under this management. 
The judicious will know when to re-apply them, 
and how to regulate the degree of pain, that it 
may be fufficient to anfwer the purpole, without 
running into fuch an extreme as to defeat the 
intention. I do not fpeak of thefe applications as 
a late difcovery, for finapifms are almoft as old as 
medicine ; but I could not forbear faying thus 
much, becaufe I do not find that they are ufed in 
the common courfe of practice •, and becaufe the 
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great and good effe&s I have often known them 
to produce, convince me that it is an inexcufable 
omiflion to neglect them when the patient is de- 
lirious or comatofe, or when the head is appre- 
hended to be in danger. 

This cafe farther affords me an opportunity of 
fpeaking my fentiments upon a fubjedt of great 
confcquence in practice, I mean that of a miliary 
fever. And I hope ihe gentlemen of the faculty, 
who think differently from me, will excufe me, * 
if I am fo far a fceptic, as to call in queftion 
fome points of dottrine relative to this diftemper, 
which I find at prefent univerfally received as un- 
queftionable maxims. Sir David Hamilton, the 
celebrated man-midwife, fome years ago, wrote a 
treatife exprefsly on this diforder; and I muft 
confefs I have often met with the fever he de- 
feribes, attended with innumerable veficles upon 
the bread, or all over the body, about the fize ot 
a pin’s head. But this I have very feldom obferved 
to happen, except in the fevers of child-bed wo- 
men, and that only when an excefs of heat had 
been previoufiy excited by the feafon of the year, 
the regimen, or medicines ; or when due evacu- 
ation had been neglected in the beginning, and in 
confequence of this the febrile heat had been 
fuffered to rife to an extravagant pitch. I there- 
fore always confidercd thefe miliary eruptions as 
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the offspring of heat only, by whatever means it 
was produced * and never had the leaft reafon to 
apprehend that they were caufed by any kind of 
malignity or poifon antecedent to, or coeval with, 
the fever. And in confequence of thefe fenti- 
ments, I have feldom or never folicited their pro- 
trufion by fiidorifics; but inftead of that, have 
almoft always judged it more prudent to prevent 
them, by curing the fever before it arrived at that 
llage in which they generally appear. 

I do not know that the name of Miliary Fever 
is at prefent confined to the diftemper above- 
mentioned ; but fo far as I have been able to 
inform myfelf, this name feems to be extended to 
all forts of fevers attended with a great number of 
fmall eruptions, not yet diftinguifhed by any par- 
ticular name. Thefe, it is true, frequently occur 
in acute difeafes, if the patient is kept very warm, 
and takes many cordials ; but they as often happen 
to thofe who ufe much exercife in hot weather, or 
who travel into hot climates, without any fever or 
cardiacs. Hence I have been induced to efteem 
them as the pure effedts of too intenfe heat, and 
otherwife as independent of the fever, and as little 
to be regarded in the treatment, as a long beard, 
or a dirty face, when (having or walhing have 
been neglected, in confequence of an acute difor- 
der. Of this, however, I will venture to be 
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pofuive, that let the phyfician but remove the 
fever, and either no miliary eruptions will be 
protruded, or if they are, they will be fo perfe&ly 
inoffenfive, as neither to deftrve any notice, nor 
any particular treatment. 

Upon the whole, I have many reafons to fufpedl, 
that many of the miliary fevers we hear of are 
entirely the children of art, and that nature is very 
little concerned in their generation. In order to 
explain how I apprehend they may be at any time 
produced, give me leave for once to fuppofe a cafe. 
Let the ftrongefl porter or chairman that can be 
met with, in the moll entire Hate of hea’th, be 
confined to his bed in a very warm room ; let him 
take, every four hours, hot fudorifics ; and let 
fweats be follicited, by drinking plentifully of 
fack, or white-wine whey, and by all other me- 
thods that can be contrived. He will foon find 
himfelf hot, refllefs, and uneafy, and in fome 
days nature will probably attempt his relief, by 
exciting a diarrhaea. Let this be immediately 
checked, and foon after he will become delirious, 
and will fleep either very uneafily, or not at all. 
Then let a blifter be laid on his back, and in the 
progrefs of this treatment, half a dozen more on 
various parts of the body, and let the fame medi- 
cines and regimen be continued. He will become 
more hot, reftlcfs, and delirious, be excruciated 

C with 


Digitized by Google 


JS a dissertation on fevers, 

with the ftrangury, and very likely fweat profufcly, 
while the fymptoms continually increafe. When 
he has been thus managed a certain number of 
days, fourteen for example, or, if thefc are not 
fufficient, twenty, it is a thoufand to one, but 
miliary eruptions will appear upon the furface of 
the fkin ; and then, withdrawing the heating me- 
dicines and regimen, and giving him feme fiools, 
it is po.Tiblc he may recover. 

The following cafe may poflibly convince thofe 
whom fadls can influence, that all the maxims 
commonly received, relative to miliary fevers, arc 
not ftri&ly true. 


The Case of Mr. Benjamin Freer. 

On Monday, June 20, 1748, Benjamin Freer, about 
nineteen years old, apprentice to a vintner in Hen- 
rietta -ftrcct, Covent- Garden, ( who lately kept the 
Thatchcd-Houfe Tavern in St. James’s-ftrcet ) had been 
ill feveral days of a fever, and this day miliary eruptions 
began to appear on his arms, which the next day, 1'uef- 
day the 21ft, difappeared ; and though he fweated very 
much, his tongue became very dry, and he began to be 
delirious and convulfed, infomuch that on Friday the 24th 
his to.ngue was black, dry, cracked, and fore, and he 
was exceffively delirious, perpetually muttering fome- 
thing that could not be underftood, and throwing off the 
bed-cloaths, could with difficulty be kept in bed, and 
was exceedingly convulfed all over. In this condition I 
was called to him j and about noon, June 24, he took 
one full dofe of f ever Powder, which gave him five (fools. 
At night his tongue began to be moiit and red, and he 
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fpake more intelligibly; but yet was, at intervals, deli- 
rious. He took half a dofe more about nine, and it was 
repeated about four; but neither of thefe had any per- 
ceptible operation. On Saturday the 25th, about eleven 
in the morning, he took another whole dofe, which 
gave him three ftools. At night his tongue was much 
more moift and red ; he was more fenfible, and his con- 
vulfions much lefs. That night he flept three hours, 
and fweated very gently. On Sunday the 26th, by 
eleven in the morning, his convullions entirely cenfed, 
his tongue became red and moift, he was very fenfible, 
and in every refpecl fo well as to be thought out of 
danger. The next day he took a gentle purge, which 
was repeated two or three times, and perfectly recovered. 


REMARKS. 

THE obfervation I would make upon this cafe 
is, that the maxim generally received in phyfic is 
falfe, importing, that when miliary eruptions ap- 
pear on the Ikin in fevers, and loon after recede, 
without any pofiibility of being brought out again, 
the patient alrnoft always dies delirious and con- 
vulfed. For in this cafe, and many more 1 could 
inftance, the patient recovered with great eafe, 
notwithftanding the retrocefilon of the eruptions 
above mentioned. And fecondly, that as the re- 
production of thefe efflorefcences was in no degree 
occellary to the cure of the fever, I Ihould ftrongly 
fufpeCi:, that their firft appearance was of as little 
life ; and if of no fervice here, I fee no reafon to 
imagine they are at any time of confequcnce 
enough to deferve a particular treatment. Of 
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this, however, I think myfelf abundantly certain, 
that let the phyfician take care to moderate the 
fever in fuch a manner that the fymptoms may not 
run into excefs, and the vital powers, or what is 
ufually underflood by the word Nature, will fo 
regulate the diforder, as to produce and keep them 
out, if they fhould be conducive to the prefervation 
of the individual, and never emit them at all, or 
fuffer them to recede, if they are fuperfluous or 
injurious. And with refpeft to the delirium, con- 
vulfions, and that train of fatal fymptoms which 
ufually are faid to enfue upon the difappearance of 
miliary eruptions, I mud be fo candid as to con- 
fefs, that I have aferibed thefe generally to the 
very hot medicines ufually exhibited, with a view 
of propelling them ; for I know that in other fevers 
the fame heating medicines will produce the very 
fame fymptoms.* 


A Copy of a Letter publifhed in the News-Papers 
by the Rev. Mr. John Neville Birch. 

SIR, Penn, in Buckinghamfhirc, June 8, 1750. 
*TpHE perufal of fome cafes in the papers relating to 
the extraordinary cures performed by Dr. James’s 
Powders on two gentlemen who attended the fatal feffions 
at the Old Bailey, put me in mind that it was my duty 

to 
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was contrafied at the Old Bailey, on that day when the Lord- 
Mayor, Judges, and Recorder, caught the fame diftemper, of 
which they died. 
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to contribute all in my power to the public gool, by 
publishing my own, which was literally thus, according 
to the heft information I can per, having been myfelf 
infenfible and delirious, and of courfe not remembering 
any thing that happened. 

Ok Thurfday the 12th of April laft, being on a vifit 
at Sir Neville Hickman’s, atBare-Hill, Berklhirtx, I was 
feizcd with a fever. In the night I was much better ; 
but on Friday it returned with great violence. On Sa- 
turday an apothecary took from me fome blood, and on 
Sunday a blifter was laid on my back. On Monday 
being very ill. Dr. Addington of Reading was fent for ; 
and about four or five days after, Dr. Hayes, of Windfor, 
was called in. I mention the names of thefe gentlemen, 
becaufe their high reputation in their profeflion will 
remove all manner of fufpicion that any thing was ne- 
glected which could contribute to my recovery. During 
this week I was bled twice more in the arm, twice in 
the temporal artery, was cupped Several times, once bled 
with leeches, had two more blilters applied to the arms, 
two to the legs, one to the head, and two planters to 
the feet. On Sunday, April 22, 1 w r as lb ext'emcly ill, 
that the perfon who attended me went down Hairs to Sir 
Neville Hickman, and told him I was dead ; but upon 
my difeovering fome Signs of life, Sir Neville made them 
endeavour to force down a dole of Dr. James s Fever • 
Powder, of which I Swallowed about a third or fourth 
part. On Monday and Tuefday, the 23! and 24th, I 
was much better, but the powder was not then repeated. 

On Wcdnefdav I relapfed, and on Thurfday was So ill, 
that my phyficians had not the leaft hopes of my life. 

On that day, April 26, I took for the Second time a dole 
of Dr. James’s Powder; and on Friday, Apr il 27, was 
much better. This medicine was repeated, and, to the 
great furprize of almoft every body, I continued to mend 
hourly, and in a few days perfectly recovered. 

SiR Neville George Hickman, and Mr. Willoughby 
Wood, of Thorfby, in Lincolnshire, who was at that 
time at Sir Neville’s, will atteft the truth of this relation ; 
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and I am perfuaded that Dr. Hayes and Dr. Addington 
will do the fame, becaufc they were at that time clear 
that my recovery was entirely owing to Dr. James’s 
Fever Powder. 

These, Sir, are the particulars of my cafe, which I 
beg may by your means be communicated to the Public, 
for the general good of mankind. 

I am. Sir, your’s, &cc. 

John Neville Birch. 


The Cafe of Colley Cibber, Efq; as it was 
publifhed in the News-Papers. 

White’s Chocolate -Houfe, St. James’s, Feb. t, 1750. 
/"YN the 6th ofJDecember laft I was feized with a fever, 
which in 24 hours became fo violent, that I was ex- 
tremely delirious, infimuch that I obftinately refufed all 
manner of medicines. This continued till about De- 
cember the 1 6th, when all my friends thought me near 
expiring, and the more, becaufe I was then in the 
eightieth year of my age. At this time my relations 
gave me a dofe of Dr. James’s Fever Powder, in fome 
tamarinds, unknown to me, which, as it had no tafte, 
- I did not difeover. This gave me one ftool, and the 
next morning I was much better. From that time my 
relations gave me the fame medicine, without my know- 
ledge, in lmall-b. v . tea, and every thing I took. This 
was attended with io good an effedt, that in three days 
the fever, with all its fymptoms, entirely left me, info- 
much that I am now perfectly recovered. 

This I efleem my duty to the Public to communicate, 
for the general advantage of mankind. 

Colley Cibber. 

The 
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The Cafe of a Gentleman at Montauban, in France, 
publilhed in the News- Papers, by Order of the 
Right Honourable the Lord Falkland. 

IN the beginning of November, 1751, the Right Hon. 
the Lord Falkland being at Montauban, in France, 
viflted an Englifh gentleman there, who was thought to 
be expiring of a fever, his phyficians and friends being 
deftitute of all hopes of his recovery. He had taken a 
great quantity of the bark, which, far from doing him 
lervice, appeared to be very prejudicial to him. At this 
time he rattled in the throat, was very much delirious, 
and ir.fenfiblc, and exceffivcly hot and low. At feven in 
the morning Lord Falkland gave him half a paper of 
Dr. James’s Fever Powder, which made him fweat pro- 
fufely. Two hours after, he took another half paper, 
in confequence of which he brought up a large mouthful 
of very black bile, had fomc ftools, and iweated plenti- 
fully. Betwixt twelve and one he fat up and fpoke, anJ 
became fenfible. At three he took a whole paper, which' 
was repeated at proper intervals, according to the printed 
directions. In confequence of this he perfectly recovered 
from bis diforder, and in a few days regained his ftrength. 
The Right Hon. the Lord Falkland eileeming this more 
a public than a private concern, has ordered it to be pub- 
lilhed for the advantage of mankind. 


THE terrible havock which was made amonglt 
the Gentlemen of the Law, and others, who attended 
the Old Bailey, in April 1750, is too recent to be 
readily forgot. Some time in the May following, 
when the Town was very much alarmed on account 
of the fever then raging, the following paragraphs 
and cafes, which were literally true, appeared in 
tiie Daily Advertifer. 
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At this juncture, when every body is alarmed at 
the frequent deaths of numbers of people who attended 
at the late feflions at the Old Bailey, and when many 
feem apprehenfive left the contagion fhould fpread ftill 
farther, it may be fome fatisfa£lion to the Public to be 
informed, that not one, who contra&ed a fever in con- 
fequence of that attendance, and took Dr. James’s Fever 
Powder, has died. The two following cafes are very 
remarkable, and, at this time, of too much confequence 
to be concealed from the Public. 

Mr. John Hearne, clerk to Mr. Madden, an in- 
furance broker, in Caftlc-AUcy, near the Royal Ex- 
change, was at the Seflions-houfc on Friday the 27th of 
April, during the whole day, to hear the trials. On 
Thurfday the 10th of May, he was feized with a violent 
fever, and was extremely convulfed and delirious ’till 
Wcdnefday the 23d, and had a prodigious number of 
ill-coloured fpots all over him, which never rofe above 
the furface of the Ikin. A great many blifters were 
applied to different parts, but without any good effect. 
When he was given over by every one, he took about 
noon, on Wednefday the 23d, ten grains of Dr. James’s 
Powder, and repeated it etcry fix hour. About (even 
o’clock on Thurfday morning the 24th, he began to 
fleep, and flept three hours, and then awaked perfectly 
in his fenfes, free from convulfions, and is now entirely 
recovered. It was particularly remarkable in this cafe, 
that his blifters, which were perfectly dry, began to run 
again profufely, after taking four doles of this Powder. 

Mr. Ruffel, book feller, at Horace’s Head without 
Temple-Bar, mixed with the crowd to fee the prifoners 
brought down on the 30th of April, 1750* 10 receive 
fentence. On Thurfday the 10th of May he was feized 
with a fever, attended with a delirium and ftrong con- 
vulfions. Some few fpots appeared upon him, but went 
in again, fo as fcarcely ever to be very perceptible ; and 
upon the whole he was fo ill, that a phyfician of great 
eminence dei’paired of his life the firft time he faw him, 
\yednefday morning, the 23d of May, being the thir- 
teenth 
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tccnth of bis diforder, he took ten grains of Dr. James’s 
Fever Powder, and repeated it every fix hours. On 
Thurfday the 24th in the morning, he had flept, and 
was remarkably better : he continued to take the Powders 
that day and the next, mending every hour, and is now 
perfectly recovered. 

Great numbers of people within this month, 
feized violently with fevers, have taken this medicine in 
the beginning, and have been perfectly well in twenty- 
four hours (o that it is impoffiblc to fay abfolutely, that 
theirs was the fame fpecies of fever. But as the fyrnp- 
toms were exadtiy the fame at firft, it is probable thefe 
would have been as dangeroufly ill as the gentleman 
above deferibed, if this medicine had not been taken. 

After this, feveral others were cured of this fever, 
. amongft whom were Thomas Walker, Efq; of the 
Temple ; and a Waiter at the Caftlc-tavern, Hcnrictta- 
llreet, Covent-Garden, whofc name is Charles.” 


A Letter from Mr Henry Laughton, Mer- 
chant atBofton, in New-England, to Mr. John 
Newbery, in St Paul’s Church-yard, Ljndon. 

S I R, 

I WAS in London in September laft, and heard a great 
character of Dr. James’s Fever Powder ; and being 
then hound home to Bolton, was perfuaded by fome ot 
my friends to purchafe a few papers for the ufe of my 
family only ; but when I was at your warehoufc, and 
heard them io much enquired after, I bought more papers 
than I intended. After I arrived here, and on reading 
Dr. James’s Differtation on Fevers and Inflammatory 
Diforders, and the account of cures made by the Pow- 
ders, I imagined it might be forviceable in a drftemper 
which has prevailed here, and in feveral parts of the 
country, for fome years pall, and carried off a great 
many, and has generally been termed the Throat Diftcm- 
per, and chiefly prevailed amongft; children. Many have 
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been taken and dead in two or three days, the throat 
being eaten away in a furprifing manner, which I thought 
might be ranked amongft inflammatory diforders. A 
neighbour of mine had a negro girl, which he had a 
great value for, taken with this diftemper, and the doctor 
that attended her gave her over, and declared fhc could 
not live many hours. Some of the Powders were given 
ber, agreeably to the printed directions, which entirely- 
cured her in a few days. Another neighbour had a fer- 
vant ill with a very bad cough, and fomething of a fever, 
fo that he had not flept for many nights and days, and 
bis doCtor could do no more for him : he took the Pow- 
ders, and in three days was well of his cough, but very 
weak ; and in three days more was quite well. Another 
neighbour, a gentlewoman of character, who was ill of 
a fever and cough, and could get no help, took two 
dofes of the Powder, which cured her entirely. Thefe 
all operated much alike, and nearly as deferibed in the 
Account annexed to the Difiertation ; and a gentleman 
in the neighbouring government prevailed on me to fpare 
him what I had left, except one paper, which I would 
not part with on any account. 

I AM thoroughly convinced of the excellency of the 
Powders, by what I have feen ; and think it a pity but 
that fo great a benefit fhould be extended to mankind 
as far as poflible, which is the rcafon of my troubling 
you with this letter. And as I have a pretty extenfive 
acquaintance and trade in town and country, I don’t 
doubt but I could vend a confiderable quantity of them, 
and would have you fend a parcel as foon as you pof- 
fibly can. 

I am, Sir, 

Your moll humble Servant, 

Bofton, New England, 

July 30, 1751. H. Laughton, 
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A Cafe publifhetl in the News-Papers by Mr. 
Head, Surgeon of his Majefty’s Ship the Succefs. 

IN the year 1752, I was called to a girl about eighteen 
years of age, by her father, who told me fhe had loft 
her fpeech 24 hours. 1 found the girl had no perceptible 
pulfe, and I coulif but juft perceive her breathe, except 
fometimes when the fetched a deep figh ; her eyes were 
fixed, and her extremities cold. itt this deplorable 
fituaticn I endeavoured to get down feme of Dr. James’s 
Fever Powder, mixed with a little treacle. After feveral 
attempts fhe took the quantity of a quarter of a paper. 
I found that in half an hour fhe grew warmer, I could 
jult perceive a pulfation in the wrift, and fhe breathed 
with difficulty ; foon after this fhe moved her eyes, and 
in lefs than an hour puked once, and then afkcd to drink. 
I gave her fume gruel, and half a paper more of Powder 
(her pulfe was at this time raifed and quick). After tak- 
ing this dofc, fhe fell afieep, and a gentle fwcat ctifued ; 
and in about two hours fhe awpkcd, had a ftool, and 
brought away feveral worms of different fizes. She 
complained of no pain, except in her belly. I now left 
her, with directions to give her a quarter of a paper of 
Powder every fix hours, to keep her from getting cold, 
and to give her gruel to drink. She took four dofes of 
the Powder above-mentioned, and fweated greatly for 
thiity hours, during which time fhe had feveral (octyl 
ftools, and brought off a very great number of worms, 
fonte dead, but moil of them alive. From this time fhe 
began to recover, and in three weeks was able to walk 
up a hill, which a difficulty of breathing, for fix months 
before, had prevented her from doing. I gave her au 
ounce of Elixir Proprietatis, to take fome of it next 
morning and evening. Her ftomach came to her, and 
fhe was perieCUy well in five weeks time. 

London, May 20, 1754. Simon Head, 

Surgeon of his Majefty’s Clip the Succefs. 
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Extra&of a Letter from Savannah, in Georgia, to a 
Clergyman in London, dated Nov. i i, 1753. 

AS the fummer was very rainy, and the winter exceed- 
ingly irregular, both town and country have proved 
very unhealthy, though not fo much as Carolina, where 
they died of pleuretic fevers like rotten fheep ; and at a 
village about fifteetj miles diftant from Savannah, be- 
longing to Carolina, few houfes eftaped the havock this 
fever has made; fome whole families were fwept away. 
I fent them fome of Dr. James’s Powder, and thofe that 
took it in general, here, as well as in the country, have 
done very well. I brought with me to the value of 50 s. 
and I do not know one inflance of its failing of fuccefs. 
I do not know any medicine that is fitter for the diftem- 
pers to which this climate is fubje£t. 


The Cafe of a Shepherd near Lincoln, publifhed 
at the requeft of the Rev. Mr. Willis. 

THE Rev. Mr. Francis Willis, of Dunftan, near 
Lincoln, was defired, about nine or ten months ago, 
to vifit one Jfaac, a fhepherd at that place, in order 
to read the departing prayer; and he went about ten 111 
the morning, and found him lying fpeechlefs, with his 
tongue hanging out of his mouth. Upon enquiry, his 
wife told him, her hufband had loft his fenfes for five 
days laft paft. He was extremely hot, his longue very 
clean, and of a good colour, and his pulfe regular, but 
very ftrong : he had had no ftool for eight or nine days i 
and a blifter, which they had laid on five days before, 
did not rife. Mr. Willis told his wife, if (he would be 
fure to follow his directions, (for while the man was in 
his fenfes about ten days before, he had refufed to be 
blooded, take a vomit, &c. as he had defired) he did not 
doubt but that he could do him good by giving him fome 
powders (meaning Dr. James’s) which he had by him. 
She promifed fair, and he ordered her to give him a 
clyfter immediately, and apply a blifter to his back and 
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head. Two hours after Mr. Willis called again, and 
finding things done as he had ordered, and a large dif- 
charge by the clyfter, gave him half a paper of Dr. 
James’s Powders ; but that having no vifible effe£t, he 
repeated it in an hour and an half. In an hour after 
this, he began to have convulfive twitehings, and to lift 
up his eyes, and Ihew great figns of death 5 on which he 
began to vomit, and bring up (limy ftuff, which was foon 
fucceeded by three worms, one of which was upwards 
of a foot long. Inlhort, in three hours after taking the 
firft half paper of Powder, he fat up in bed, .was chear- 
ful, fenftble, and eafy. The next day he repeated the 
two dofes, and brought up two more worms, much like 
the other ; and in four days after, Mr. Willis faw him 
in a market, leven miles from home, very well, felling 
fhcep. 

The Rev. Mr. Will is, efteeming it a part of his duty 
to communicate this to the world, has defued it to be 
made public. 

N. B. It was very remarkable in this cafe, that be- 
fore the giving of Dr. James’s Powders, the blifters 
never rofe ; but in a few hours after tliefe were adnii- 
niftered, they rofe very well. 


The Case of Mr. William Goodacre. 

WILLIAM GOODACRE, fervant to Samuel Dalh- 
wood, do&or of laws, of Wellin, Lincolnfhire, being 
at Bath, the 15th of March, 1752, was feized with the 
fmall-pox, of a very mild and favourable fort, which' 
turned in the feventh day after the eruption, and went 
off in the moll defireablc manner. But about the fecond 
day after the eruption, he was feized with a delirium or 
\ frenzy, which arofe to fuch a height, that he foamed at 
the mouth, refufed all liquor, and endeavoured to bite 
the attendants. This made two eminent phyficians th3t 
attended him fufpedt, that, befides the fmall-pox, he 
had that diflemper which arifes from the bite of a mad 
dog : for this reafon they endeavoured to give him the 
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Tonquin remedy, but could not get him to take it. 
When the fmall-pox was entirely over, the delirium ftill 
continuing in a violent manner, all proper mcafurcs were 
ufed to remove it, but in vain ; and at lall the phyficians 
left him as incurable. In this Rate he took, at once, 
two whole papers of Dr. James’s Fever Powder, after 
which he flept half an hour, and waked in violent rav- 
ings. The Powders having no vilible effect, he took 
another whole paper two hours after the firft ; after 
which he flept again, and awaked in the fame way. 
This paper likewise had no effedt. In two hours after, 
he took a fourth whole paper, which, in about half an 
hour, operated by purging. His ravings, after this, 
grew lefs violent, and he eat and drank any thing they 
gave him. He continued taking the Powders three 
times a day, for three or four days, after which the 
cataplafms ordered in the directions for taking thefe 
Powders were applied to his feet, as alfo a blifter to his 
head ; and upon taking the Powders twice a day for a 
week more, he perfectly recovered both his fenl'eS and 
his health. 

Dr. Dasiiwood cftccming this cure worthy the no- 
tice of the Public, ordered it to be inlcrtcd in the public 
papers, 1753. 


The following Letter, and Cases annexed to it, 
are taken from the Gloucester Journal, in which 
Paper they were inferred by the Order of a 
worthy Clergyman in that Neighbourhood, who 
administered the Powders to the Patients whofe 
Cafes are here recited. 


To the Printer of the Gloucester Journal. 

SIR, 

r T , HE readers of your Journal, and other public pa- 
pers, have been occafionally informed of the furprifing 
effedis of Dr. James’s hever Powder; and, for my own 
part, I could not help rejoicing greatly that the {late of 
phyfle, canfcfledly defective in regard to the whole tribe 
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of inflammatory diforders, had received great improve- 
ment from this happy difeovery. 

I have fince had the melancholy pleafure of obferv- 
ing the great efficacy of this medicine in a feries of 
extraordinary cafes, which the fubjedts of them hope 
and prefome you will have humanity enough to com- 
municate to the world. The pleafures of relieving the 
diftrefTes of our fellow-creatures are fenfibly felt by 
every benevolent mind ; and if fuch have been the con- 
fequences of thefe Powders in one fmall country parifh, 
in the fpace only of a few months, it is eafy to con- 
clude how many individuals, how many families, may 
owe their lives, and every comfort of their lives, to 
this publication. 

It is not my province, or any part of my defign, to 
enter with the utmoft precifion into each minute cir- 
cumftance, &c. but to convey a general idea of the Rate 
the patients were in refpedlively when the Powders were 
exhibited, and the more remarkable effe&s they pro- 
duced. And you may afl'urc yourfelf and readers, that 
the facts are faithfully, however unfkilfully, related. 
For my own part I have, I can have, no intereft to pro- 
mote but the intereft of mankind. 

A candid and impartial enquiry into the merit of 
thefe Powders is of great importance to all degrees of 
men, as it muft he prefumed that in fimilar cafes they 
will be produ&ive of the like happy effedts. The rich 
need no longer tremble at the terrible apparatus of a 
Tick chamber, the difcipline, delay, danger, repeated 
evacuations, &c. &c. infeparable from the ordinary 
treatment of fevers, nor apprehend their lives may be 
facriticed for want of judgment in diftinguifhing when 
and how fuch evacuations may be refpedtively indicated. 
The inferior clafs of mankind may rejoice to hear, that, 
by obferving the dodtor’s eafy directions, they may be- 
come their own, or their neighbour’s beft phyficians, 
and need no longer compound for their lives with the 
jofs of half their Ikins and half their fubftance. 

Ignorance, 
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Ignorance, indeed, and Self-intereft, ever will!;?** 
to retain and improve every fordid advantage, have con- 
curred to recommend this medicine by a zealous oppo- 
fition, and by reprefenting it as a violent remedy. But 
give me leave to afk, Is this violence exerted againft the 
conftitution, or the deftrover of the conftitution ? Doth 
it not expel the Grand Enemy from every ftrong hold 
with irrefiftible force, by difeharges moff falutary and 
beneficial to the patient ? This effect feems to follow, 
whether it adts as an emetic, purgative, or fudojific. 

If this ingenious gentleman has difeovered a certain 
remedy for that terrible tribe of diforders, which, by 
the computation of his illuffrious predecefibr Sydenham, 
fvveeps away two- thirds of' mankind, he does not only 
deferve all The honours, rewards, and privileges his own 
• 'Country can heap upon him, but a ftatue of gold in 
every part of the habitable world. The * hiffotian, in 
the life of Timoleon, mentions a frequent expreflion of 
that great man, “ That he thought himfelf obliged to 
“ exprefs his gratitude to the Gods, who, having de- 
' “ creed to reffore liberty to Sicily, had vouchfafed to 
“ make choice of him, in preference to all others, for 
“ fo honourable a miniftration.” With how much 
greater reafon may Dr. James exult, that Providence, 
in its gracious defigns to alleviate our pains and miferies, 
hath diftinguiflied him as the happy inftrument of con- 
veying a more ufeful and extenfive blefling to the whole 
race of mankind, and of faving the lives of millions who 
are not yet in being ! 

I am yours, &c. 


Philanthropos. 


• Corn. Nepos. 


The 


Digitized by GoogI 


AND INFLAMMATORY DISTEMPERS. 33 


The following are the Cases publifhed at the 
Requeft of the worthy Clergyman above-men- 
tioned. 

ISABELLA B \YLEY, of the parifh of Kilpeck, 
Herefordfhire, of a thin habit of body, aged about 
twenty, was taken, Auguft 22, 1755, with a fhivcring, 
which was foon fucceeded by a violent fever, the fymp- 
toms of which were intcnfe heat, exceffive third, dif- 
coloured tongue, watchfulnefs, and deliriums. She lan- 
guifhcd in this manner till Auguft 28, when fhe loft, 
very imprudently, eight or ten ounces of blood. After 
this her ftrength and fpirits greatly failed her. Au- 
guft 31ft, her pulfe was fcarce perceptible and inter- 
mitting, the extremities cold, and fhe was thought to be 
dying. In thefe circumftances fhe took twenty grains of 
Dr. J ames’s Powder. The operation, in other rcfpesls 
gentle enough, terminated in a profufe fweat. Next 
day, September 1, her pulfe was raifed and more regular, 
and fhe found herfelf greatly relieved. This night the 
defe was repeated, which operated in the fame manner. 
September 2, fhe fiept for the firft time flnee the com- 
mencement of her illnels : at night fhe took a third 
dofe ; and, September 3, flept foundly for feveral hours. 
All the febrile fymptoms now difappeared, and, without 
the afiiftance of any other medicine, fhe recovered, to 
the great amazement of all her friends, , 

CHARLES JOHNSON, of the fame paiifh, aged 
twenty or upwards, had laboured for fome days under a 
violent fever. About the latter end of July, or begin- 
ning of Auguft, he took twenty grains of Dr. James’s 
Powder. Next day the fever intermitted, and readily 
jubmitted to the Peruvian bark. 

SUSANNAH MINTON, of the fame parifh, aged "x 
eight years, was on the 7th of Auguft lei zed with a 
fhivering and vomiting, which was followed by a vio- 
lent fever, great thirfF, &c. The diftemper inersafed 
till the 17th of the fume month. A coma now can e un, 
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and flic was perfe&ly infcnfible : the pulfe in her wrift 
was not to be difcerned, and her death was hourly ap- 
prehended. Ten grains of Dr. James’s Powders were 
forced down, and repeated every fix hours to a third 
time, which had no fenfible operation : however, {he 
began to complain of violent pains, and her pulfe wa 3 
railed coniidcrably. She then took twenty grains, 
which purged her twice or thrice, after which (he fell 
into a found refrefliing (lcep, and immediately recovered. 

MARY MINTON, (her mother) of the fame parifli, 
of a corpulent habit of body, on September n, was 
feized with a fliivering, vomiting, a burning fever, and 
infatiable thirft. The diftemper increafed to fuch a 
degree, and affedted her head fo much, that {he loft her 
hearing and her fenfes by intervals ; her tongue was 
difcolotired, parched, and exceedingly fore. Septem- 
ber 17, {he took twenty grains of Dr. James’s Powder, 
which vomited and purged her a good deal. She took 
two dofes more, of feven grains each, on the Friday and 
the Monday following ; on which the fymptoms went 
off, and Ihe gradually recovered her hearing and health, 
and is much better than flic had been for l'everal years 
paft. 

MARGARET WATKINS, of the parifli of Kil- 
peck, Herefordfhire, was feized, September 12, with the 
fame fymptoms as her filler Mary Minton. She took 
two dofes, twenty grains each, of Dr. James’s Powder, 
and immediately tecovered. 

JOHN PARRY, of the fame parifli, a robuft ftrong 
man, was taken, November 7, with alternate fits of 
heat and cold, which continued two or three days, in 
which time he was twice blooded. A fever, attended 
with the fymptoms as in the cafe of Mary Minton, and 
an inflammation of the lungs, fucceeded. He was again 
blooded, and took two or three cooling draughts. No- 
vember 15, he became delirious, and the inflammation 
io violent, that he could l'carcp breathe. He now took 
£wo doft'Sj twenty grains each, of Dr. James’s Powder, 
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■which had no vilible effect. The deliriums were with- 
* out intermiffion, and a twitching of the tendons now 
r appeared. He took a large dole of mulk and nitre, and 
ftimulating cataplafms were applied to his feet. No- 
vember 17, Dr. James’s Powder was repeated. His 
urine now depoftted a copious fediment, and a fourth 
dofe complcated the cure. , 

ti 

LETTICE BEVAN, of the fame parifh, aged about 
twenty-five, of an hedtic conftitution, was taken, No- 
1 vember 10, with the before-mentioned fymptoms in the 
cafe of Mary Minton. She loft ten ounces of blood in 
the beginning of the difordcr. She was reduced fo low 
by the 1.5th of the fame month, that herfelf and friends 
defpaired of her recovery. Her pulfe was extremely low 
and trembling, and her extremities were cold. She took 
three dofes, ten grains each, of Dr. James’s Powder j 
but, from a fettled peifuafion that it was impoffiblc for 
' any medicine to fave her life, fhe could not be prevailed 
on to take any more : thefe, however, gained her a 
refpite of a fortnight longer, in all which time Ihe was 
able to take no fuftenance but balm-tea. November 29 
and December 1, fhe took two dofes, twenty grains 
each, of the Powder, which difeharged, by vomit, a 
great quantity of yellow putrid matter ; and foon after 
fne fell into a found lleep, which was the more refrelh- 
ing, as fhe had not clofed her eyes for three weeks be- 
fore. It is almoft incredible that the fever was fo radi- 
cally cured, and this patient recovered her ftrength to 
fuch a degree, as to be able to act as a nurfc, and to 
r watch alternately in the long illnefs of Ann Parry, 
which commenced about a week after ; and yet this is a 
- ivcll-atteftcd matter of fact. 


The following Cafe I fhall relate more particularly 
and circumftantiaily, as it wiil prove, beyond contra- 
. didtion, the innocence and fafety, as well as the great 
virtue and efficacy of thefe excellent Powders. 

r / 
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ANN PARRY, of the fame parifli, then very big 
with child, and much fatigued by her attendance on her 
hufband in his ficknefs, was, December 7, taken ill of 
this fever. The whole pleura was greatly affedted with 
flitches, and violent pains extended themfelves to the 
head, face, and neck. She loft about thirty ounces of 
fizy, dark-coloured blood, in the beginning; and in 
regard to her circumftanccs, the cure was firft attempted 
by nitrous and faline medicines, without any manner of 
effedt. The danger became every day more imminent. 
December the 19th, the fever, which fettled in her head, 
was attended with excruciating pains, violent heat, thirft, 
anxiety, dec. and fhe had been confined a week to her 
bed, in which time fhe had not once flcpt. From the 
beginning fhe had been importunate for the Powders 
which faved her hufband’s life. Accordingly this night 
fhe took about feven grains, which were repeated every 
fix hours to a third time. The operation was very gentle. 
Next day, December 20, in the afternoon, the fever, 
with all its fymptoms, entirely left her ; an happy event 
for herfelf and family ! for at night labour-pains came on, 
and fhe was, in two hours, delivered of a child at its 
full time. She continued well, her condition conftdered, 
till December 23, when the fymptomatic fever appeared. 
Her head was violently affedfed, and fhe grew delirious. 
The Powders were repeated, and the dofc increafed, 
with a proper degree of caution, from feven to twelve 
grains. All complaints were foon removed. Her milk 
was preferved. She gave fuck to the child, and both 
are perfectly well. 

I cannot help taking notice, that, though all thefe 
patients returned immediately to their ordinary diet and 
employments, and fome of them expofed themfelves to 
the violence of the worft weather, none of them re- 
lapfed. 
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Extract of a Letter from Mr. John Potter to* 
William Belchier, Efq; dated at Gombroon 
in Pcrfia, December 30, 1754. 

OUR officers, as well as the {hip’s company, hnvc had 
repeated illneflcs. Intermitting fevers are very frequent 
here, and the Factory gentlemen, as well as the fcamen, 
are liable to it. They are feldom two months without 
taking the bark, and very often take it one month, and 
have a return the next. It feizes us either at the full 
or change of the moon. May and November ate 
reckoned the mod unhealthy months, though I cannot 
fay there are any healthy ones ; for Guinea and Mada- 
gaftar, bad as they are, are healthy in comparifon of 
this place. June, July, Auguft, and September, are 
called the Heats, and indeed they are intolerable ; we 
are gafping for breath in the day-time, and at night 
obliged to lie on the terrace on the top of the Fa£tory. 
Were we to lie in our apartments, wcftiould r.ot be able 
to breathe. 1 was feized with a fever the beginning of 
February : in April, finding no relief by any thing that 
I took, and being reduced to a very weak ftate, I went, 
for change of air, to Affize, a country feat about nine 
or ten miles diftance, belonging to the Honourable Com- 
pany. The captain was fo obliging as to bear me 
company. We {laid there a fortnight ; but finding no 
benefit, and that the fever terminated in a flow one, 1 
refolvcd to try Dr. James’s Powder, fold at Mr. New- 
bery’s, in St. Paul’s Church-yard, London. Tne firft 
time 1 took half a paper, the next morning a whole one, 
and the third morning another. Each time I drank 
plentifully of milk and water. It removed my diforder ; 
and, I thank God, I foon recovered, and continued in 
health all the Heats. 1 gave three papers of the Pow- 
der to a gentleman of the Factory, who had the fame 
complaint, and it cured him. 
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he following Case of Mary Yatesby, Found- 
ling, taken from the Hofpital, May 8, 1756, 
communicated by the Right Hon blc the Lady 
Vere, is made public for the advantage of 
parents who may have children in the fame 
iituation as the child under-mentioned. 


THIS child was remarkably tender and weakly. 
About the 20th of June fhe was taken ill with a violent 
vomiting and purging, and would not fuck ; but with 
fome rhubarb being given her, the child returned to the 
breaft -again; and feemcd to be recovered. A day or two 
after this the purging was entirely flopped, but the child 
made no water, and her body began to fwell extremely 
all over, even to the head and eyes. The belly alfo 
looked black, and fhe fereamed continually. 7 ’he nurfe 
dent to acquaint me that the child had inward convul- 
fions, in the fame manner as one of her own children 
who died the week before ; adding, that it was her 
opinion the child could not live many hours. 

Under thefe circumftanees I ordered four grains of 
Dr. James’s Powder to be given, and two houis after, 
four grains more. About two hours after fhe had taken 
the latl dofe, fhe purged, vomited, and fweated, and the 
dwelling abated ; what came from her was in lumps, 
very foul . and difeo'oured. The next day the child 
fucked, and feemed to be perfectly recovered. 

•4 * 

In about four days after fhe relapfed, and the Powders 
Were repeated in the fame manner as before, four grains 
being given her, and in two hours after, four grains more. 
This medicine worked in the fame manner in every re- 
fpedt as it had done. In a very few hours the fwelling 
went dow n, every bad fymptom ceafed, and the child 
remained without any complaint. 

Ha nworth Houfe, 

July 22, 1756. M. VERE. 

The 
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The following very remarkable Case of the Right 
Hon ble the Marquis of Lindsey, Son to his 
Grace the Duke of Ancaster, is publilhcd by 
his Grace’s permifiion. 

ON Friday the laft day of December, 1756, the 
Marquis of Lindfey, a child of twenty months old, on 
fufpicion of the meafles, was bled to five ounces, and 
no figns of inflammation appeared. On Saturday the 
1 ft of January, 1757, about five o’clock in the afternoon, 
the meafles appealed. On Sunday the 2d, they appeared 
full on his face and body. On Monday the 3d, they, 
began to decline, and a hoarfenefs, cough, and a fever, 
came on. On Tuefday the 4th in the morning, they 
had quite difappeared, without leaving the lead rednefs, 
and the bad fymptoms incrcafed. He was then bled to 
five ounces, the blood {hewing no figns of inflammation ; 
and about three in the afternoon, the apothecary who 
attended him found more violent fymptoms, fuch as 
increafed heat, wheezing cough, univerfal languor, and 
fluttering pulfe ; on which he applied blifters to the back 
and arms ; and Dr. Baker, phyftcian at Stamford, was 
fent for, who arrived about eight o’clock on Tuefday 
night, and found the fever very high, and the cough 
violent. On Wedncfdny morning the 5th, the fymp- 
toms rather abated, a clvfter was given him, and at three 
in the afternoon (at which time the fever was very vio- 
lent) three ounces of blood were taken from him, which 
fhewed no marks of inflammation. He bore this bleed- 
ing fo very ill, that it was with great difficulty he was 
brought to himfeif : however, on his recovery from the 
iaintings, he appeared relieved, and had a tolerable night. 
All Thurfday morning, the 6th, he continued eafy ; but 
at three o’clock in the afternoon he was feized with great 
difficulty of breathing, and feemed in the utmoft danger. 
Two blifters were then applied to the legs ; and as the 
cafe became doubtful (notwithftanding Dr. Baker had 
with great judgement prescribed every thing that fjemed 
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Dr. Baker’s attendance during the operation, to which 
he readily confented, and gave the greateft fatisfadlion, 
by his particular care and attention. Accordingly, at 
five in the afternoon, four grains of Dr. James’s Fow- 
ders were given, which in thirty-nine minutes vomited 
him brifkly for an hour, and gave him two ftools. At 
nine o’clock three grains more were given ; in twenty 
minutes he had one gentle puke, and went to fleep. 
The pulfe growing quicker in four hours afterwards, 
which was one o’clock in the morning, he took four 
grains more, which immediately came up ; he then 
vomited twice in an eafy manner, had two ftools, went 
to fleep, but continued vomiting and purging gently, at 
diftant intervals, till Friday morning at feven o’clock. 
On Friday morning the 7th, about three o'clock, tire 
fever left him, and he continued free from it till nine at 
night, when his pulfe rofe a little. Between ten and 
eleven he took four grains more of the Powder, which 
in forty minutes made him extremely lick ; he had fevcral 
ftrains for two hours, but never vomited. 

N. B. Though his cough had been extremely troublc- 
fome before, it was remarkable he never coughed once 
during the two hours of his ficknefs : he then fell into 
a found pleafant fleep, and the fever left him. 

On Saturday morning, the 8th, about three o’clock, 
it was obferved his brealt had fweated through his fiiiit 
and gown, after which he feemed greatly relieved in his 
breath and cough. About three in the afternoon, as he 
feemed free from the fever, a dofe of rhubarb was given 
him, and he remained free from diforder, except a gentle 
cough. 


The Case of Captain Alexander Hamilton. 

IN June, 1755, I was feized in Jamaica with a 
bilious tever, a diforder very common in that iflaud, and 
in a few hours was delirious ; they bled me, and gave 
me a vomit, but my fever continued very high. I took 
Dr. James’s Powder, (that is fold at Mr. Newbery’s in 
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St. Paul’s Church-Yard) one dofe of which vomited and 
purged me pretty much, and then fweated me profufelv ; 
after which I flept fomc hours, and the fever entirely 
left me. I thought it was prudent, however, to take a 
dofe or two of bark, which I did, and foon recovered 
my ftrength. My carpenter, James Cafeburn, was, in 
our paflage home, taken with a fever, which threw him 
into itrong convulfions, fo that his arms, legs, and body* 
were contracted or diftorted to a very great degree, and 
every one in the (hip gave him over for loft ; but upon 
taking two dofes of the Powders, which worked him. 
pretty much, he perfectly recovered. 

Alex. Hamilton, Captain of the Peakbay. 


LETTERS from St. Chriftopher’s mention, that 
during a malignant fever which raged there lad 
fummer, and which was brought from Guadaloupe, 
Mrs. Payne, a lady of that ifland, had feventy-four 
negroes l'eized with that cl idem per, to whom lhe 
gave Dr. James’s Powder, and 1‘eventy-three of 
them recovered ; but this lady being afterwards 
feized with the fame dilorder, the people who at- 
tended her oppofed her trying the fame medicine 
with which fhe had cured fo many, and (he died 
in a very fe,w days, without being permitted to 
take it. 


To the PRINTER. 

Bruton Street, July iS, 1760. 
“ THE Right lion, the Lord Barrington, 
Secretary at War, having been pleafed to com- 
•“ munuate to me the following cxtradl of a letter, 

“ I think 
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« I think it my duty to make it public, for th£ 
“ fake of the inhabitants of very hot climates; 

• «* of the navy-furgeons, and thole committed to 
“ their care ; and of thofe commanders and fur- 
“ geons on board trading veflels, that are already 
“ furnilhed with my Powder. For the future, 
« proper inftru&ions ffiall be given in the printed 
** diredtions. 

“If every one, to whom the care of my Pow- 
« der has been committed by their fuperiors, 
« have been as diligent in obferving, as judicious 
«« in applying, and as attentive to his Majefty’s 
“ fervice as Mr. Browne, no doubt but fome 
“ thoufands of brave fellows might have furvived 
« to ferve their king and country that are now no 
“ more ; a confide ration of no fmall moment in 
“ this tedious and deftruttive war, perhaps ren- 
“ dered more fo by the negledt of thofe, whom 
“ their fuperiors had furnilhed with every advan- 
« tage to enable them to do their duty with effetEt. 

R. JAMES.” 

To Doctor JAMES. 

SIR, War-Office, July 17, 1760. 

“ I SEND you inclofed the copy ot an extradf 
“ of a letter from Mr. Henry Browne, lurgeon to 
«* Col. Coote’s battalion, which I think it right to 
“ communicate to you, as it Ihews the great 

“ efficacy 
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efficacy of your medicines, and as it may affift 
“ you in giving directions for accommodating 
“ the dofe to very hot climates. You are at 
“ liberty to make what ufe you pleafe of this 
“ cxtraft, which may be depended on as au- 
“ thentic. 

I am, Sir, your mod obedienr. 

And molt humble Servant, 

BARRINGTON.” 

jt 

ExtraCt of a Letter from Mr. Henry Browne, 
Surgeon of Col. Coote’s Battalion, dated 
Madrafs, the 4th of November, 1759. 

“ WITH the fix companies that went with us, 
“ we loft eighteen in the voyage ■, fifteen of them 
“ died of fevers. We had above forty fevers in 
“ the (hip I was in. I ufed James’s Powders 
** with great fuccefs ; we had but one died. 
“ When we were within twelve degrees of the 
“ Line, or lefs, it was impracticable to ufe them 
“ as James direCts ; the evacuations were fo great, 
“ that the patient could not bear them. 1 gave 
“ four or five grains every three hours, which 
“ proved a powerful fudorific : the firft dofe ge- 
“ nerally vomited or purged two or three times. 
“ By this treatment the fever left them in two or 
“ three days.” 

The 
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The Case of Mr. Howell. 

ON or about Wcdnefday, November 4, 1761, Mr. 
Howell, in Half-Moon Street, Piccadilly, was taken ill. 
He went, however, about the houfe till Sunday, Novem- 
ber 8, when he rofe about noon, came down flairs, 
faid he was perfe&ly well, and infilled on eating a meal 
of roafted beef. He did cat fome, but in a little time 
brought it up again. His family foon perceived he was 
delirious, and, as foon as was poflible, perl'uaded him 
to go to bed. 

On Monday, November 9, Dr. Addington was con- 
sulted. What he did is not known, but it is to be 
fuppofed that every thing was conducted right. He was 
not, however, blooded till many days after. Dr. Ad- 
dington continued his vifits every day this week, at almoft 
every one of which he examined his neck and bicail, 
expelling, I fuppofe, miliary eruptions. 

On Saturday, November 14, Dr. Taylor was called 
for, who approved of every thing that had been done * 
and, as I am informed, made no alteration in the me- 
thod or medicines. The patient had in general been 
very delirious all the preceding week, and had never 
once clofed his eyes. At this time, both Dr. Addington 
and Dr. Taylor were of opinion that the cafe was def- 
perate, and very humanely flgnified their fentiments to 
Mrs. Howell, his wife, with great tendernefs. 

On Sunday the 15th, all circumftances were worfe, 
and the fame prognoitics were repeated. 

This evening Mr. Collycr, a gentleman whofe word 
I know I can rely on, happened to pafs an evening at Mr. 
Howell’s houfe, with fome perfons of quality ; for Mr. 
Howell keeps a tavern in Half-Moon-ftreet, the corner of 
Curzon-ftreet. Mr. Collyer has, perhaps, in the courfe 
of five or fix years, taken pot lefs than fome hundred 
dofes of the Fever Powder, and has, by that means, 
been brought, from the moft valetudinary ftatc, to one 
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of great health and vigour. This gentleman, though a 
ftrangcr to the family, being apprifed of their diftrefs, 
tlefircd, very humanely, to fee Mr. Howell. His requeft 
was granted ; and, upon feeing the apparently expiring 
patient, he reprefented to his wife and friends, that he 
had fometimes known people, in as bad a Rate as Mr. 
Howell, to recover upon taking the Powder. He added, 
that he ftiould be glad to have Dr. James vifit him, but 
was certain if he knew the cafe was fo defperate, he 
would on no account expofe himfelf to the cenfure of 
the phyficians who had before attended, in cafe of the 
patient’s death, which was fo likely to happen in a very 
few hours ; but if the family would confcnt, he would 
himfelf give the patient the Powder. They affented ; 
and Mr. Collyer, upon the principles of the good Sama- 
ritan, and without the lcaft pretence to any medical 
knowledge, except what his own experience upon him- 
felf had furni&ed him with, gave Mr. Howell ten grains, 
or half a paper of the Powder, at ten o’clock. The 
confequence of this was, that he had fomc very quiet 
lleep, a thing he had been a ftrangcr to for eight days, 
or more. He awaked Tick, vomited and purged con- 
fiderably. But, upon his appearing relieved, Mr. Collyer, 
at two in the morning, gave him twenty grains, or a 
whole paper of the powder. Upon this he purged and 
vomited a good deal, flept much and compofedly betwixt 
every effort to vomit or purge, and foon after recovered 
his lenfes, without the leall appearance of being reduced 
or weakened by the operation. No troublefome fymp- 
toms remained, but a violent cough, which had attended 
him from the beginning. 

Thus far I relate upon the unqueftionable and un- 
controulable authority of Mr. Collyer, Mrs. Howell, 
and two gentlewomen, who conftantly attended him. 
But on Monday, November 16, Mr. Collyer came to 
me betwixt feven and eight in the morning, related the 
cafe, and alked me to vilit Mr. Howell, putting it on the 
footing of a favour done to himfelf ; but by no means 
intending I fhould do it gratis, for the family paid me to 
my fatisfa&ion. 

I COM- 
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I COMPLIED, and found him without fever, and with- 
out delirium, except that fometimes he made fome little 
miftakes, fuch as are not unufual when a perfon in health 
juft awakes from a found fleep. As the medicine had 
been of fo much fervfce, it was continued for that day, 
and the fucceeding night, but in fmaller dofes. The 
purging continued. On Tuefday, November 17, he 
appeared totally free from diftemper, and that day eat for 
dinner all the white part of a chicken. Wednefday, 
November 18, he was better, and continued manifeftly 
mending every day till Tuefday, November 23, when 
he was ftrong enough to walk about the room without 
affiftance. ' - 

As the event of this cafe was taken much notice of 
foon after it happened, and as it was denied that the 
patient was fo very dangeroufly ill, or that his phyficians 
defpaired of h : s recovery ; in order to eftablifh and ratify 
every circumftance here related, twelve gentlemen of 
fafhion, honour, and candour, many of them Members 
of the Houfe of Commons, were prevailed upon to dine 
together at Mr. Howell’s ; and after dinner Mrs. Howell, 
and a gentlewoman who was with her during the greateft 
part of the time of her hulband’s illnefs, were intro- 
duced to the company, and they both confirmed every 
circumftance above related. / 


The 
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The two fallowing Cases concern the interefts of 
the Public fo much, that it would ftiew a want 
of humanity to fupprefs them. The name of 
the pcrfon who was the fubjeft of the firft, is 
not inferted, for obvious reafons; but the truth 
of both will be attefted by Mr. Wicksted, of 
Nantwich, in Chefhire: and Mr. Walthall, a 
gentleman who lives in the neighbourhood of 
the perfons whofe Cafes are related, has given 
leave that his name fhould be mentioned, as 
knowing the circumftances in both to be true. 

t 

CASE I. 

Nantwich, June 20, 1769. 

I S , about thirty-five years of age, of a 

robuft conftitution, after a quarrel with his wife on the 
evening of May 31, 1769, .mixed more, than half an 
ounce of arfenic in a cup of ale, and dranlc it off. It 
foon began to affed him, and perceiving his danger, he 
jn vain wifhed for immediate affiftance ; for, as he lived 
four miles from this town, two hours were elapfed before 
I could vifit him. I found him complaining of a vehe- 
ment pain and burning heat in his ftomach and belly, an 
unquenchable thirft, with almoft mediant efforts to 
vomit and go to ftool. His pulfe was full, and very 
quick ; he fometimes talked incoherently, and had twitch- 
ings of the tendons. 

Seeing this unhappy man in fo dangerous a fituation, 
and confidering the improbability of his recovery without 
fome powerful remedy, 1 recollcdted the good effects l 
had often experienced from Dr. James’s Powder, by its 
quick a&ion in cleaning the firft paffages from bile, or 
any putrid irritating matter. I therefore relblved to 
give him a pretty large dole of it, hoping that it might 

Jpeedily 
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fpecdily evacuate the poifon. Previous to its ufe, twenty 
ounces of blood were taken away, and lie then fwaHowet? 
two-thirds of a paper in a fpoonful of fugar, drinking 
after it large draughts of warm water, in which bruifet! 
linfeed had been infufed. For a few minutes a profufion 
of bile was difeharged, with fome particles of the arfenic 
intermixed, as on further examination I plainly dif- 
covered ; and he had prefently feveral mucous ftools, 
with an appearance of blood in them. He now thought 
himfelf rather eafier; but, notwithftanding the pain and 
other ill fymptoms feemed to be fomewhat mitigated by 
thole evacuations, they ftiortly began to incrcafe with 
greater violence, fo that I hardlv cxpc&ed him to live 
much longer; yet, as the laft effort, I gave him half a 
paper more of the Powder, and foon after he fell into a 
profufe fweat. He again vomited up a vaft quantity of 
bile, tinged with blood, which relieved him, and con- 
tinued to evacuate by vomiting and by ftools for more 
than four hours, till the liquids came up or pafi’cd through 
him unaltered. A gentle opiate was now given, to quiet, 
in fome meafurc, the increafcd motion of the intcftincs, 
and repeated at proper intervals as neceflity required. 
He was ordered to take plentifully of good broth made 
of chicken or mutton, with fago or panada for his food, 
till his exhaufted ftrength ftiouid be reftored. Thus was 
this poor thoughtlcfs man extricated from the moll im- 
minent degree of danger, and enabled in a few days to 
follow his ufual employ, in providing for the fupport of 
a numerous family, firmly rcfolved never to take wilfully 
any more poifon. 

R. WICKSTED. 


CASE II. 

Nantwich, April 1770. 

JOSEPH HECKENHALL, a farmer, in the parifh 
of Wiftafton, near this town, on the 23d of February 
in the morning, had been cutting in fmall pieces fome 
of the crow fig, commonly called nux vomica , with an 
intent of deftroying crows with them ; after which he 
inadvertently fpread a piece of bread with butter, and 

eat 
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feat it with the fame knife uncleaned. Soon after he was 
feized with thfe following fymptoms : a violent pain and 
diftenfion of the ftomach, very great difficulty of breath- 
ing, with fueh a fulnefs of the jugular veins, and dizzi- 
ncfs in his head, that he could hardly Hand upright. 

I bled him freely, and then gave him a dofe ot Dr. 
James’s Powder, which operated every way fo well, that 
all thofe difagreeable and dangerous fymptoms went off 
in a few hours. 


To Mr. NewBery, at the Bible and Sun, No. 65, 
the North Side of St. Paul’s Church-yard. 

S I R, 

I HAVE fent you the following remarkable Cafe, 
without any intention of derogating from the known 
abilities of the gentlemen who attended the patient, but 
to Ihew the extraordinary efficacy of your Fever Powder. 

On Sunday the 22d of November, 1768, R 03 ERT 
STEER, of Epfom, carpenter, was feized with an almoft 
total fuppreffion of urine, attended with much pain. 
That day he applied to his apothecary, who gave him 
fome medicines ; but he continued in the fame Pate till 
the Friday following, and then a fever came on, the 
fupprefficn of urine and violent pain Rill continuing. 

Sunday the 29th, he was vifited by an eminent 
phyfician, who had before, with great humanity, pre- 
feribed for him ; he directed that he fhould be put into 
a warm bath, but this was not complied with. The 
fever continued very high, and he was at times delirious, 
and had no difeharge of urine but what came from him 
by drops. < ■ 

Monday the 30th, he was bled. 

E Tuesday, 
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Tuesday, December i, the catheter was applied with 
very little relief, the fever increafed, and lie was very 
delirious. He was bled again that night, and a bliiter 
was applied to his back, which did not ad, and had 
no effect. 

Wednesday the id, the apothecary faid nothing 
could be done for him, and there were no hopes of his 
furviving long. 

Th ursday the 3d, in the morning, his wife went 
to a gentleman who was their landlord, to inform him 
that her hufband was dying ; who finding that the Fa- 
culty had given him up, afked if fhe would cpnfent to 
try L)r. James’s Powder; which fhe agreeing to, he di- 
vided a paper into three parts, and defired her to give 
her hufband one of them diredly ; and if that had no 
operation, a fecond in four hours after, and to continue 
it in the fame manner until it had fome effect. 

The gentleman was from home on the Thurfday till 
Friday night. On Saturday morning early, the 5th, h$ 
Went to fee the poor man, and found he was alive, but 
as bad as poflible. On enquiring what effect the Powder 
had produced, and what quantity had been adminiftered, 
his wife informed him fhe had given her hufband only 
one paper, having been diffuaded from repeating the 
medicine, upon a fuppofition that there was no hope of 
a recovery, and that it would be only tormenting him. 
The gentleman being very defirous once more to try the 
efficacy of the Powder, with the wife’s confent, im- 
mediately gave him the third of a paper, which was with 
difficulty got down, he being in a flate of infenfibility. 
In four hours after a fccond dofe was repeated, alfo a 
third, which procured three ftools, and threw the pa- 
tient into a free and continued perfpiration, accompanied 
with a copious difeharge of urine. That evening he 
began to recover his fenfes, and the next morning, 
Sunday the 6th, was in perfect poffcffion of them. An- 
other paper of the Powder in the fame proportion was 
adminiftered to him in the coutfe of twenty-four hours. 
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and it continued to have the fame falutary effe&s, when 
by the next morning the fever was totally eradicated, and 
on that day he was able to quit his bed, and walk acrofs 
the room ; and having had no return of his diforder, 
daily recovered ftrength, and has been ever fince per- 
fectly well. 

It is worth obferving, that the blifter which he had 
on his back for four or five days without any effect, foon 
after the l'econd time of the patient’s taking the Powder, 
rofe well, and difeharged plentifully. 

N. B. Some time after his recovery, a very great 
rafli broke out upon him, which continued a few days. 


To the Printer of the Reading Mercury. 

SIR,. 

SEEING an account in your paper, four months 
ago, of two perfons lives being faved by taking Dr. 
James’s Powder, after having taken poifon, was the 
reafon of my giving it to a young woman whom 1 was 
called to the 13th of lad month. She took about as 
much arfenic as will lay on half a crown in fome fmall 
beer about three o’clock in the afternoon. I went to 
her about eight in the evening, when the complained of 
a violent heat and pain in her ftomach, reached to vomit 
very much, her tongue black and fwelled. I gave her, 
as foon as I could, four ounces of fweet oil in half a 
pint of warm new milk, which {he vomited up again 
in a minute. I then gave her immediately a paper of 
pr. James’s Powder, which Raid feventeen minutes 
before it operated, when {he began to vomit briikly. 
I gave her fix quarts of water-gruel to work it off, 
waited about two hours after {he had done vomiting, to 
fee if the Powder would operate any other way : as it 
did not, I gave her a brifk purge, which operated feven 
or eight times, and {be feemed quite well. The next 
evening {lie fell down in a fit, when I was again fent for. 
She was then in ftrong convulfions : l found her in- 

E 2 • fcnfihle. 
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fenfible, but having a great heat and a ftrong full pulfe, 
I took away about fourteen ounces of blood, when the 
convulfions left her, and her fenfes returned. I gave 
her half a paper of the Powder, which I defired to be 
repeated every four hours till the next day. It caufed 
110 fenfible operation, but the girl has bedn very well 
ever fince. 

I am, Sir, your humble fervant. 


Woolhimpton, Berks, 
Sept. 13, 1770. 


TITUS ALLEN. 


The following Case, communicated by Mr. Fle- 
ming French, late Surgeon of his Majefty’s 
Ship the Levant, will be an evidence of the 
efficacy of Dr James’s Powder in the moft ma- 
lignant putrid Fevers, and at the fame time will 
demonftrate the difference between that and the 
Emetic Tartar, which is lb commonly fubftituted 
in its Read. 

RICHARD SMITH, aged about twenty-three, was 
taken ill in June, 1769, of a malignant petechial fever, 
which was at this time raging on board his Majefty’s 
(hip Levant, we having got it at Porto Bello, in the 
Spanilh Weft-Indies. The fymptom3 were ; firft taken 
with a lofs of ftrength and appetite ; pulfe quick and 
fmall, fometimes hard ; a violent head-ach ; a naufea 
and vomiting ; ftrong vibrations of the parotid arteries ; 
a drumming in the cars ; pains in the back and loins; 
eruptions on the neck and breaft, and fometimes all over 
the body, with an oppreffion of the breaft ; a dry cough ; 
the breath hot and offenfive ; the extremities often cold ; 
the face bloated ; a raging delirium ; the excrements 
green and foetid ; the eyes full and heavy, with a pain 
fixed in the bottom of them ; a vomiting of bilious and 
porraceous matter ; the tongue at firft white, afterwards 
blue and difcoloured. 

First 


Digitized by Googl 


t 



AND INFLAMMATORY DISTEMPERS. 53 

First day. I took away fix ounces of blood, and 
afterwards gave him fixteen grains of ipecacuanha, and 
two grains of emetic tartar in two ounces of mint water. 
It was worked off with camomile tea ; after which he 
bad three fine ftools, by means of a clyfter compofed of 
Glauber’s falts, an ounce, and fome water-gruel. At 
night he was ordered to take two ounces of the common 
Lime draught, to be repeated every third hour. 

Second day. Not the leaft remiffion ; but the fymp- 
toms in general worfe, the head-ach violent, and no 
deep. I ordered him a mixture, four fpoonfuls of which 
were to be taken every fecond hour in the room of the 
faline draughts, as follows ; the common emulfion, eight 
ounces j nitre, one dram ; camphor, one fcruple, dif- 
folved in two drams of French fpirit. At night I added 
fix grains of the compound powder of Contraycrva, and 
oidercd the clyfter to be repeated. 

Third day. No alteration ; the fever much the fame. 
I ordered him a quarter of a grain of emetic tartar 
every hour, with the faline mixture; it operated by 
(tool, and fcarcely qny thing by fweat. At night the 
fever worfe, and the patient, at intervals, delirious. 

Fourth day. All the fyrtrptoms of this dreadful 
diforder were apparently feen ; and well knowing the 
rapid progrefs of difeafes in this country’, and that the 
leaft delay was death, 1 ordered the ufe of all the medi- 
cines to be laid afide, except the camphorated emulfion, 
and four grains of Dr. James’s Fever Powder to be taken 
every hour. It had no vifible operation for the hrft four 
hours ; but the fifth time of his taking it, he vomited a 
great quantity of bilious matter, and had about a dozen 
foetid ftools ; he fwcated protufely, and the delirium 
feemed to give ground. The Powder was now repeated 
every four hours. He flept about three hours thiq nignt. 

Fifth day. The delirium quite gone; a fine re- 
fniflion ; all the fymptoms much abated, anJ fome of 
the woift entuely gone. 1 continued the Powder and 
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emulfion all this day, and at night the fymptoms were 
entirely off. As I found my patient was very weak and 
low, 1 ordered him one dram of the bark every hour in 
a glafs of Madeira wine, and fome of the lame wine 
diluted with faffron tea, for his common drink. He had 
no relapfe, and in ten days returned to his duty. 

During the time that his delirium lafted, and the 
coldaefs of the extremities, I applied the Do&or’s cata- 
plafm of fait herrings, muftard-fecd and vinegar, which 
I found of ufe. 

After the above cafe, I adminiftered Dr. James’s 
Powder to all my patients 3 and out of feventy men taken 
with that fever, two only died. But the death of thefe 
was ealily forefecn 3 for on the fecond day broad livid 
fpots, as large as a crown piece, appeared all over the 
body, with the blood pouring out at every pore. Among 
the above number taken ill of this fever were, Capt. 
Alan Gardner, Lieut. Gibbs, and Mr. Thomas Butler, 
Matter, all of whom knew they had taken Dr. James’s 
Powder. 

It is evident to me, in the number of cafes I have 
given the two medicines, viz. the Tartar Emetic, and 
Dr. James’s Powder, that the difference between them is 
great. The Tartar Emetic feldom did more than give 
a few ftools, when taken in the quantity of a quarter of 
a grain every hour, and fcarcely ever fweated the par 
tient 3 but when increafed to half a grain, it vomited, 
and frequently gave no ftools. Now out of the above 
feventy men, the Doctor’s Powder never once vomited, 
except in the above related cafe. Its operation was firft 
by ftool, and then by fwcat and urine. It never failed 
carrying off the delirium after the third, fourth, or fifth 
dofe ; and I think it is out of all doubt, that thefe men 
owed their lives to Dr. James’s Powder, and that it is 
the only fure remedy as yet difeovered in thefe fevers. 

FLEMING FRENCH. 

Any perfon doubtful of the truth of the above, may 
be fatisfied by applying to Mr. French, apothecary, in 
the Hay-Market. 

Extradt 
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Extraft of a Letter from Newcaftle, Nov. 6, 1770. 

THE wife of JOHN FARLAM, glafs-cutter here, 
was a few days ago perfedtly cured of a violent fever by 
Dr. James’s Powder, after the was given up by the 
Faculty, who attended her in ail the ftages of it, and 
when fhe was thought paft recovery by every body. 
James Brodie, Efq; happened at that time to call upon 
her hufband upon bufinefs, and finding him in great 
diftrefs, afked him the occafion of it, and was informed 
his wife was dying. Upon this Mr. Brodie enquired 
what her diforder was, and defired to fee her, and then 
told Mr. Farlam that he had faved the lives of fcveral of 
his tenants and poor neighbours, when there was as Ifttle • 
hope of their recovery as ot her’s, and prevailed on him to 
let him give her the Powder, which he did with his own 
hand, and it had the defired effect. In one day’s time, 
file was quite eafy and clear of the fever, and, though 
very weak, recovered perfectly in a few days more, to 
the aftonilhment of every body. This can be attefted 
by hundreds who live at the Low Glafs-Houfe, the place 
where Mr. and Mrs. Farlam Hill refidi. 


A Paragraph having appeared in the Papers, 
mentioning that Sir Thomas Robinson, of Chel- 
fea, had been cured of a violent fever, by taking 
Dr. James’s Powder > and as the fa£l has been 
doubted by fome perfons, the following are the 
Particulars of his Cafe, drawn up by his orders. . 

ON the nth of May, 1774, Sir THOMAS ROBIN- 
SON was taken very ill, and fent for Mr. Pinkttan, of 
St. Alban’s Street, and Mr. French, his apothecary. 
They found him complaining of a pain in his head and 
his fide ; and, on examining his pulfe, found it very 
quick, hard, a:id full. Mr. Pinkltan propofed taking 
awey fome blood, and, as he was pre, arrng to do it. Sir 
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Thomas fainted away. Not willing therefore to Iof« 
any time in puiling off the lleeve of fris coat, Mr. Pinkr t 
ftan opened a vein on his wrift, by which means he was 
foon brought to himfelf. A violent qqickncfs of the 
pulfe enfued. 

Dr. Capocan was immediately fent for, who ordered 
him to lofe more blood, and prefcribcd for him. Twq 
days after the da£lor ordered more blood to be takeq 
away, and advifed a blifter, with other . remedies. On 
the fifth day, finding the difeafe gaining ground, and 
feeing his patient in the utmoft danger, the doctor 
thought proper to give him a fmall dofe, viz. five grains 
of Dr. James’s Powder. This had a very good effedt, 
by caufing him to reft, which he had not done for three 
days and nights before. He then took a fecond dofe, 
which threw him into a breathing fweat ; but the doctor 
not finding him fo much relieved as he could have 
wifhed, ordered him a third dofe of eight grains. This 
gave him eight or nine ftools, lowered his fever, and 
relieved him greatly. Sir Thomas continued the ufe of 
the Powder in fmallcr dofes, which had the good effect 
, of fweating him gently, and caufing him to lleep ; and 
in a little time he was perfectly cured. 


A Journal of the Case of Robert Kay, fervant 
to Mr. Hatfell, Woollen-draper, oppofite the 
New Church in the Strand. 

ROBERT KAY was taken ill of a fever on Satur- 
day, July 9, 1774. On Sunday evening he went to bed 
without any violent fymptoms ; but in the night he was 
feized with a delirium, inforhuch that very early on 
Monday morning he came down ftairs naked, and be- 
haved in every refpedl like a perfon light-headed. All 
Monday and Tuefday the delirium continued in fuch a 
manner, that he was very outrageous ; and it was with 
great difficulty that two or more perfons, whom his 
mailer placed about him, could keep him in bed. 

Tuesday 
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Tuesday morning, July 12, he took a dofe of feven 
grains of Dr. James’s Fever Powder, which was repeated 
tiiree times during the fame night. It operated princi- 
pally by fweat, but gave him four or five iiools. 

Wednesday ptorning, July n, he was bettpr, 
(though not entirely free from delirium : it was, however, 
thought proper to give him the bark. This morning 
he had two hours fleep, which he had not had for three 
days before. In the evening, about feven, the violence 
of the delirium returned. He immediately took ten 
grains of the Fever Powder, and repeated it in fix hours. 
He had three or four hours fleep in the night, and was 
quiet. 

Thursday, July 14, his delirium left him. The 
bark, however, was ftill continued, and he had no figns 
of fever the whole day. He palled the night with great 
eafe and much fleep, and has been ever fincc perfectly 
well. 


The above is very well worth the attention of 
the Public, as it is an inftance of the great efficacy 
of the Fever Powder and the Bark, when mutually 
(employed to affift each other. It is a remarkable 
property of the Powder, that in the very worft 
cafes, if it does not effc£l a cure itfelf, it generally 
brings on a remiffion, fo as to give an opening for 
the Bark ; and by continuing this during the re- 
rffiffion, and the former during the fit, the moft 
dangerous and difficult fevers will often be fub- 
jiued in a very ffiort time. 


C°ry 
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Copy of a Letter from Mr. Fleming Pinkstan, 
late furgeon of the Havannah Eaft-Indiaman, 
(Capt. White) to Mr. Francis Newbery, junior. 
No. 65, St. Paul’s Church-yard. 

S I R, 

I AM forry I was not in town at the time you pub- 
lished the account of the efficacy of Dr. James’s Powder, 
in our late voyage between Bencoolcn and China; but 
as the particulars of the Cafe of the man who was firfl 
taken ill, with the method in which I treated him, may 
Hill be of fervice, I have here fubjoined it, in order that 
you may make what ufe of it you plcafe. 

** WILLIAM BARNESLEY, aged twenty-five 
years, of a robuft conftitution, was feized, July the 7th, 
1772, with the fymptoms of a violent fever. He was 
firft taken with a fhivering, which was fucceeded by a 
fevcrc pain in his back and head. His (kin was hot, 
tongue dry, pulfe quick and very full, breathing difficult, 
eyes tinged with blood. He had had no ftoof for three 
days, was fick, and inclined to vomit. He was firil 
blooded and purged, and afterwards vomited, by drinking 
camomile tea. He was then put to bed, and fweated 
freely, by the fpirit of Mindererus and diluting drink. 
Thefe evacuations were repeated as occafion required for 
fix days, at which time he was become comatofe, and 
could not give a rational anfwer. I then applied a 
blifter to his back, and cataplafms to his feet, and gave 
him the common fubftitute for Dr. James’s Powder, viz. 
Tartar Emetic and Crabs Eyes, which gently vomited, 
purged, and fweated. This was continued for three 
days, but without the leaft amendment : on the contrary, 
he was now become fo delirious, that he got out of bed, 
and placed himfelf upon the forecaftle, with an axe in 
his hand, fwearing, that he would cleave any man that 
came near him. He was, however, fecured, and tied 
down in bed ; and in this fituation I gave him the ge- 
nuine Dr. James s Powder, which i have always carried 
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in my own private cheft. I tried it at firft for twenty- , 
four hours in fmall dofes, according to the printed 
dire&ions for hot climates; but finding them of no 
effetf, and fearing he was paft recovery, I gave him a 
whole paper, or twenty grains. As this produced no 
operation, I gave him ten grains more an hour after, 
which gently vomited and purged, and threw him into a 
copious fweat. Soon after he went into a profound 
fleep, which continued for eight hours, though he had 
none for three days and nights before. He awoke per- 
f«aiy in his fenfes, faid he found himfelf very well, and 
begged to have fomething to eat.— I difeontinued the ufe 
of the Powder, and gave him the Bark, which fooa 
reftored him to his ftrength.” 

“ Forty officers and feamen were taken ill of this 
fever, mod of whom were alfo delirious. I gave them 
all Dr. James’s Powder in dofes, nearly of the quantity 
above-mentioned, and the fecond never failed carrying 
off the fever. It is remarkable, that during two voyages 
to the Eaft, and one to the Weft-Indies, I have never 
loft a fingle patient of a fever who took the Powder, 
though J had frequent occafion to ufe it when all other 
means had failed. 

FLEMING PINKSTAN, 

Oft 9, 1773. Late Surgeon of the Havannah 

Craven -ilreet. No. 18. Eaft-Indiaman. 
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Extract of a Letter from Naples to Francis 
Newbery, Jun r . in St. Paul’s Church- Yard, 
London. Dated April 4, 1775. 

SIR, 

“ HAVING had occafion to make trial of Dr. 
James’s Fever Powder in an epidemical putrid Fever 
which at prefent rages here, it has had fuch furprifing 
effedls in cafes already thought out of the reach of 
medicine, that I have been deftred to fend for fome 
more of the Powder. I therefore beg you will be fo 
good to fend three dozen packets, either in bottles or 
papers as you think moll convenient, as they will be 
diftributed into various hands. Pleafe to direct them 
for Sir William Hamilton, His Britannic Majefty’s 
Envoy Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary at Naples.— 
I really believe, if you chofe to fend any of the Powders 
for fale here, that they would be immediately difpofed of; 
for notwithftanding the endeavours of the phyfical tribe 
here, people are now convinced of their efficacy, anc$ 
fome pbyftcians even acknowledge it.” 


From the London Gazette of April 29, 1775. 

Naples, April 4. 

AN epidemical diftemper has carried off many pcopl? 
in this Capital within the laft fortnight, and fl ill con- 
tinues, but with lefs violence. The diftemper is a f<. vep 
of the putrid kind, affecting the head and flomsihj 
and although it is catching, the phyficians do not look 
upon it to be more fo than levers of that fort generally 
are. In fome cafes where Dr. James’s Powders have 
been adminiftered, they have proved efficacious. 
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my Powders have been the principal 
^ A occafion of the preceding Diflertation, 
*«* and as the fubjett is of confxderable im- 
portance to the whole human fpecies, I (hall now 
make fome remarks on feveral frivolous obje&ions 
that the minute Practitioners in phyfic have made 
to the ufe of them, always referving to myfclf the 
right of appealing to experience. 

t 

A very common objection made to my Pow- 
ders is, that their operation is uncertain ; that they 
fometimes vomit, fometimes purge, fometimes 
fweat, fometimes excite even all thefe, and fome- 
times have no vifible operation. 

I would not avail myfelf, here, of an obferva- 
tion fo common, that it cannot cicape anf one 

who 
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who has ever prefcribed to- five patients, that 
every medicine which is taken into the ftomach 
a£ts in fome meafure ad tnodum recipient is , or, ac- 
cording to what ic meets with. 1 Ihould rather 
cxcufe this uncertainty, by alledging, that, let the 
operation be either, or all of thefe, or none of 
them, the violence of the head ach, when there is 
one, fenfibly abates in three or four hours, and 
forttetimes ift much lefs time ; the he at marriferfly 
decreafes; the velocity of the pulle diminilhes* 
the fibres, before hard and rigid, become foft and 
relaxed 5 the patient fleeps with calmriefs and 
compofure, and the urine depofits a fediment •, 
the certain evidence of' a falutary crifis. 

But the faft is, that they afe miftaken when 
they affert that my Powders are fometimes exhi-* 
bited without producing an operation of any kind. 
They mud be little acquainted with the practice 
of phyfic, and left with the efficacy of my Powder, 
who do not know that there are other kinds of 
evacuations by which critical difcharges may bft 
performed, befides thofe already mentioned. To 
inftance two only. Ever fince the time of Hip- 
pocrates, it has been commonly known, that a 
falutary crifis is often brought about by an in- 
creafed difeharge of urine, or a copious excretion 
of faliva. And modern phyficians have, by 
tedious experiments, proved, that there is another 

evacuation. 
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evacuation, perhaps, more than equal to all the reft, 

I mean infenfible perforation. By the firfl of 
thefe that the Powder almoft always operates, is 
manifefl to the fenfes •, and that it ads by increas- 
ing the latter, might, I think, be evinced beyond 
contradidion, by comparing the fenfations of pa- 
tients who take my Powder, without any manifefl s 
operation, with thofe deferibed by Sandorius, as 
the certain confequenccs of an increafed infenfible 
perfpiration. But there are other evacuations and 
difeharges, which, as they only arife from the 
Symptoms, or from the agonies of nature, unequal 
to the tafk of furmounting the difficulties fnc is 
oppreffed with, or extorted by improper medicines 
or methods, which crols her purpofes, and inter- 
fere with her intentions, are called fymptomatical. 
Thefe, inflead of doing good, are extremely per- 
nicious, and render the diflemper worfe, They 
are, however, very cafily dillinguifhed : for if, 

upon a proful'e Sweat, for example, the Symptoms 
are aggravated, and the patient becomes more 
uneafy, and in all refpeds worfe, we may be Sure 
the evacuation is fymptomatical. The fame is true 
with refped to all other discharges. 

The mod certain evidence of a crifis, befides 
the manifefl recovery of the patient, is a due Sepa- 
ration in the urine when Set by in a veffel, and 
Suffered to fland a reafonable time : for, in that 

F date 
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flate of the body, the water grows turbid and 
thick, and foon after depofits a fedimenr, gene- 
rally of a p nk colour. 

If then a medicine could be difcovered that 
Would generally fecond the intentions of nature, 
and encourage or force a crifis, not always by one 
fort of evacuation, but by that to which the con- 
ftitution is moft inclined, and which the prefcnt 
circumftances require, or by all, if all are necef- 
fary, it would be the greateft imaginable improve- 
ment that could poflibly be introduced into the 
art of healing. 

Now that my Powder is the medicine required, 
and the only one ever introduced into general ufe, 
my adverfaries prove, when they refufe to admi- 
nifter it;, becaufe it fometimes vomits, fometimes 
fweats, fometimes purges, and fometimes does all 
three •, though at other times it is atcended with no 
fenfible operation : for if, in every one of thefe 
cafes, the fymptoms immediately abate, the water 
fettles, and the patient recovers, it is evident that 
the concodlion and crifis are accompiilhed. And 
this will be the more remarkable, if it thus fuc- 
ceeds in a thoufand experiments, with few excep- 
tions. That it does i'o, fatts are the cleared: and 
moft. unexceptionable evidence •, and for thefe I 
appeal to two- thirds of the Britifh and Irifh nation, 

whether 
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’Whether reGding here, or in our colonies. There 
are very few of any rank that are not acquainted 
with numerous inftance$ qf its fuccefs in the man* 
ner above deicribed. A lady of high quality fends 
me word, thas fhe alone has given it to many 
hundreds of her own fervants, tenants, neigh- 
bours, and dependants, without one failure The 
Rev. Mr. Burton, of Eiden, near Thetford, im 
Norfolk, fends me the following account of his 
charitable exhibition of my Powder, in a letter 
which I lately received. 

“SIR, 

** I CAN fafely aflert that your Powders have 
“ feveral times been the happy means of faving 
“ both my family and rnyfelf (under the blefTing 
“ of Providence) from the deftru&ive ravages of 
“ a fever j and therefore, in juftice, , I Tend ypa 
“ this teftimony of my regard for it. 

“ I have already adminiftered above thirty 
“ dozen of Powders, and they have never failed 
“ in any one inftance. They have done .many 
“ furprifing cures ; and I cannot omit the ;follow- 
“ ing inftance of the fafety, as well as the excel-* 
“ lency of them. A man was feized with a fever 
“ in my parilh, the apparent wretchednefs of 
“ whpfe circumftances equalled the mifery of his 

I'z “ diforder. 
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“ difortler, for he was furrounded by a wife and 
w feven children, who entirely depended on his 
“ labour for fupport, and who, in a Ht of defpair, 
“ had juft performed, as they fuppofed, the lad 
“ friendly aft, by laying him on his fide in order 
“ to die cafy. In this fituation I gave him feven 
** grains of your Powder, which, by a few repe- 
“ titions of that quantity, in fume days perfectly 
“ reftored him to health. He is now alive, and 
“ as hearty as ever. Many inftance3 I have met 
“ with, wherein the Powders have operated much, 
“ but removed the caufej many again in which 
“ they have been attended with no lenfible opera- 
“ tion, yet perfected the cure. 

“ It i$ no inconfiderable proof of the goodnels 
“ of a medicine, when the gentlemen of the fa- 
“ culty (however they publicly decry it) make 
** ufe of it under a difguifp themfelves ; and of the 
“ certainty of this I have been a witnefs. 

“ Some years ago a London druggift came into 
“ an apothecary’s lhop where I was, and alked 
“ him, Whether he ever ufed Dr. James’s Pow- 
“ ders ? The apothecary anfwered him in the 
“ affirmative. But lays the druggift) 1 can put 
“ you in a better way of getting it, for I will fell 
“ you my Pulvis Antimonialis (as he termed it) 
“ for two Ihillings and nine-pence an ounce, 

“ whereas 
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** whereas you mult give between twenty and 
“ thirty lhillings an ounce for the Powder to 
“ Dr. James. Upon which an ounce of Pulvis 
“ Antimonialis was befpoke to circulate about 
“ the country. , .. - 

“ As I have, from an experimental knowledge 
“ of the Powders, the .fuccefs of them at heart, 
“ as a friend to mankind in general, and to my 
“ country in particular, I fhould with great con-- 
“ cern hear that the world was, by any finifter 
“ means, deprived of fo valuable' a medicine ; 
“ and therefore I fend you this to be made ufe of 
“ as you think proper.” 

1 am. Sir, 

Your fincere friend and humble fervant, 

GEORGE BURTON. 

Mr. Augustus Bovd gives me permifiion to 
fay, that his agents, in his extenfi.ve plantations in 
various parts of the American illands, have given 
great quantities to his negroes, with equal fuccefs : 
that till he was acquainted with my Powders, 
the ftlary of the perfon who took care of the health 
of his negroes, in the illand of St. Chriftopher’s, 
was fixty pounds a yehr -, but that, for about the 
lad ten years, he has tiled in his plantations very 
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little befides this medicine, which his been ad- 
miniftered to therfi by his overleer: that during 
this time it has not coft him above feven pounds; 
a year ; and that before,- at teaft fix of his ne- 
groes died for one that he lofes at prefent. He 
has fince employed it in his plantation of Santt 
Cruz with equal fuccefs ; and he has recommended 
it to feveral of his friends, who have experienced 
its efficacy in the fame degree. 

Upon the whole, every account I receive from 
all parts of the globe, from America to China, con- 
cur to prove the fame falutary effe&s in all cli-, 
mates, upon the various fevers which they pro- 
duce ; with this only difference, that in very hot 
climates a fmaller dofe is required than in cold. 
And fuch accounts I receive daily, not from the 
lower clafs of mankind, but from thofe of high 
rank and ample fortune, who can be influenced 
by no motives but regard to truth, and the 
public good. 

But the evidence will be more ftrong, if it has 
cured a hundred thoufand, or more; and this I 
think highly probable, ,amongfi: other reafons, 
from the great quantity that has been difpofed of. 
Not that I think it has fucceeded in every in- 
ftance ; for I am fenfible there are fevers which 

no 
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no medicine or art can cure. Some of thefe I 
have met with, and they have been fuch as have 
been either accompanied with a phrenzy, from the 
very firft feizure, or a comatofe or lethargic ftupi- 
dity, attended with a deep refpiration. And in 
thele I have always had reafon to apprehend, that 
the death-wound was given at the very firft, and 
that lome principal organ was irrecoverably in- 
jured. 

As in medicinal converfations and authors, the 
word Crifts is often made ufe of, without being 
much underftood, it may not be amift, in this 
place, to explain it, for the fake of thofe readers 
who are unacquainted with phyfical fubjedts. 

A Crisis is generally underftood to mean a 
fuccefsful effort of nature, or the vital powers, 
to expel, by fome kind of evacuation, that matter, 
whatever it may be, that excites and fupports the 
diftemper. Thus there are critical haemorrhages, 
critical vomitings, critical purges, critical fweats, 
critical difeharges of urine, critical falivations, 
and critical abfeeffes. Thefe are in general falu- 
tary, and may be certainly diftinguifhed by the 
amendment of the patient, and the ceffation of the 
oppreflive fymptoms, either partial or total. But 
this depuration of the blood by a reparation of the 
morbid caufe, cannot at every time, and in every 
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Hate of a difcafe, be brought about by any medi- 
cines uiually given, or methods ufually pradlifed, 
by phyficians. Tlie matter exciting the diftemper 
muft be rendered feparable from the mafs of blood, 
before it can be feparated ; and, in order to effedt 
this, fome time is required, that the vital powers 
may have their full effect, and difengage from the 
mafs of humours what was before, as it were, 
entangled with them, and too intimately mixed. 
This is no more than what happens in every natu- 
ral operation. Nature is never in a hurry ; every 
thing is tranfadted gradually, and the effedt is 
rendered abortive by ill-timed acceleration. The 
refult of the addons above-mentioned is called 
Conception, which means a preparation of the 
vitious humours for a l'eparation from the found, 
and for the future expuifion or crifis. Yet Art, 
or tncre commonly Accident, has fometimes dif- 
covered the means of aflifling Nature, by abridg- 
ing her labour, and improving upon her plan. 
This is true with refpedl to the cultivation of 
every vegetable that mankind lias thought worth 
confideration. But to come nearer our prelent 
purpofe, in the depuration of fermented liquors. 
Nature alone would be tedious in her operation, 
and, perhaps, never arrive at perfedtion, unlels 
aflilted by art. The brewer and the vintner, 
therefore, mix intimately with their liquors, at a 
proper time, lining-, that is, ilinglafs dilfolved, or 
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the whites of eggs ; and in a few hours the grofs 
particles feparate from the more limpid, fubfide, 
and leave the wine or beer pure and improved. 
And in boiling of the juice of the cane, in order 
to make fugar, when the liquor has acquired a 
certain confluence, and fugar is juft upon the point 
of forming, the mafs will rife up in very large 
bubbles, and boil over, without proper care. But 
in this ftate, if a fmall piece of tallow or butter is 
thrown in, it inftantaneoufly checks the violence 
of the ebullition, and the effervefcence immedi- 
ately lubfides. I am fenfible there is a wide dif- 
ference between the vital fluids circulating in the 
proper veflfels, and thole vegetable juices I have 
mentioned above ; but the vital juices are origi- 
nally vegetable, and only differ from thefe with 
refped to iome alterations they have undergone in' 
the animal body. Now, as there are many things 
that pervade the human fabric in a moment, and 
muft necelfarily ad both upon the folidsand fluids, 
without going the more tedious road through fto- 
mach and ladeals, ’tis probable fome of theie may 
have a fimilar tendency, may dilpofe the over- 
heated and rapid blood to feparate the morbid 
particles from the found, by difeharging them by 
fome of the natural fecretions, and may thereby 
ryftore that calmnefs and tranquillity which confti- 
tutes health. 
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Upon the whole, this objedion, intended to 
depreciate my medicine, terminates in its praife i 
for it amounts to this, that when it meets with 
any thing in the ftomach deftrudive to health, it 
ads upon it, and expels it ; otherwife it paflfes on 
inoffenflvely into the inteftines, where it either 
ads or not, according to the ftate they are in, and 
the nature of their contents. But when it difeovers 
nothing there to ad upon, no dignus vindice nodus, 
pafiing farther into the blood, it delivers the pa- 
tient from danger, as it' expels by fweat or per- 
foration that malignity which excites and confti- 
tutes the fever. 

This undefigned encomium affords me an 
opportunity of explaining to the objedors fome of 
the reafons why I concur with them in opinion. 
No body doubts, I fuppofe, that the bile is a 
principal agent in producing moft of the fymptoms 
of fevers. My Powder ads remarkably on the 
bile, efpecially when heated, and exalted to a de- 
gree of putrefadion, or a ftate very near it. The 
Powder, therefore, properly prepared, or that Gas , 
thofe extremely minute and adive particles which 
the medicine communicates to all fluids, in certain 
circumftances, may be likely enough to penetrate 
almoft inftantaneoufly the whole fabric, and ad 
upon the morbid bile, wherever it refides. 


Thus 


Digitized by Goog 



£ E V E R POWDER. M 

' Thus much cannot be laid with refpeft to any 
other vomit, any other purge, or any other fweat ; 
for all thefe, when once exhibited, muft operate, 
if it is only to carry themfeives out of the body; 
otherwife they do injury •, and if they do not 
Conquer the fever, they may kill the patient; 
efpecialty if the preferiber happens to miftake the 
intention of nature, and the kind of evacuation 
fhe affefts. 

ThesS obje&ors explain themfeives a little 
farther, when they argue thus : Suppofe (fay 

they) we are called to a patient labouring under a 
recent fever. After bleeding, the ftate of the 
cafe and fituntion of the patient determine us 
either to vomit, to purge, or to fweat. We know 
many things in the Materia tnedica that will almoft 
certainly excite either of thefo evacuations. But 
if we adminifter James’s Powder, we cannot tell 
which, or whether any of them will enfue. 

ft. 

If phyficians were infallible, and if they could 
give any vomit, any purge, or any fweat, that 
would force a crifis in a few hours, this reafoning 
Would have fome force ; but it will appear trifling, 
ridiculous* and evafive, to thofe who are aware, as 
I fuppofe every honeft and judicious phyfician is, 
that our knowledge with refpett to indications, or 
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the application of particular evacuating medicines 
in acute diftempers, is extremely limited, and that 
we want principles to guide and direCl us. If 
this fhould be contradicted, I appeal to Hippo- 
crates, Etmuller, Baglivi, Sydenham, Hoffman, 
Boerhaave, and many other authors, the belt who 
ever wrote upon medicine, for the truth of it. 
The phyfician, however, who told the friends of 
a man of fafhion, then labouring under a fevere 
fever, that if he took my Powder, and it gave 
him two motions, it would carry him off, found the 
want of infallibility, when he was informed that he 
had taken it, that it had purged him five times 
very fmartly, and that he was well in twelve hours. 
But, granting them all the knowledge that the 
mod arrogant phyfician can pretend to, and allow- 
ing for once that neither the- indication nor appli- 
cation is ever miftaken, even this by no means 
renders their argument conclufive, unlefs the vo- 
mit, the purge, or the fweat they prefcribe, would 
force an immediate crifis, and cure the diforder. 

But this is not fo much as pretended. Will 
ipecacuanha, jalap, rhubarb, falts, fnake-root, 
contrayerva, valerian, or blifters, do this? No i 
they dare not affert that any of them, or all of 
them, will. But if, contrary to my expectations •* 
if, contrary to the evidence of experience, and the 
opinion of every phyfician that ever wrote or 
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practifed, they Ihould infill upon it, that any of 
the above mentioned medicines, or any other they 
are acquainted with, will induce an immediate 
crifis, and thereby free the patient from his tor- 
tures ; Ihould they affert this, they would be 
afked, Why do you reftrain their efficacy ? Why 
don’t you permit them to exert their falutary vir- 
tues ? Why do you fuffer a patient to languiffi for 
many days, perhaps weeks, when you could free 
him from his agonies in a few hours ? Surely the 
wheel, or impalement, are punilhments too (light 
for the guilt of him who refufes a patient thus 
dillrelled the bell affiltance he can give. 

Having more than once mentioned the term • 
Indication , I mull explain what is meant by it in 
the writings of phyficians. Indicantia are thofe 
circumllances oblerved in a patient, or obfervable, 
which point out to a phyfician what is to be 
attempted for his relief. The indication arifes from 
a due confideration of thefe circumllances, and 
conllitutes, or ought to conllitute, the intencion 
or determination of the phyfician. The indicata 
are the things pointed out to be done. Thus in 
fevers, the heat, velocity of the pulfe, naulea and 
fickncfs, pains in the head and back, crudity of 
the urine, and whatever other circumllances occur, 
are the indicantia, that is, things indicating or 
pointing out the indication , or intention to be, pur- 
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fued for the relief of die patient ; and the indicata 
are the things indicated, as either bleeding, purg- 
ing, fweating, and every other thing that may be 
necefiary ; of which the phyCcian is to make his 
eleition, as the indication fcems to require. 

I suppose every intelligent reader has already 
remarked, that this medicinal difplay of words, 
though it may be of fame utility to a writer of 
inftitutes, yet can be of little to a practical phy- 
fician, and lefs to a patient; for the fick man is 
undone, if the do&or fo far miftakes bis indication* 
as to bleed when he ihould excite a fweat ; rake a 
fweat, when he fhould purge ; purge, when a vo- 
mit is required ; or do any of thefe, when he had 
better let them alone. For in all thefe cales the 
phyCcian oppofes the falutary tendencies of nature* 
and prevents the crifis which fhe meditates, and 
would probably accomplifh, if fhe had fair play* 
and was left to conduit her own operations. 

Nos. would the calc be much mended, if the 
doitor fhould miftake a fymptom for the original 
diftemper, or the original diftemper for a fymptom. 
This has been fo well underftood by the bell phy- 
ficians, that they have thought it eligible them- 
felves, and recommended it to others, to be du- 
bious, and rather do nothing than do wrong. In 
confequence of this judgement, they have waited^ 
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left the vital powers (or nature) unmolefted, and 
permitted them to ad, according to the laws efta- 
blilhed by the Supreme Being, for the prefervation 
of the animal machine. 

What was faid with refped to reafon and 
inftind, upon another occafion, may fairly be 
applied here, when we are confidering the diffe- 
rence between the indications of phyficians and 
the force of nature, viz. 

In this ’tis God dire£ts, in that *tis man. 

All th®fe circumftances which furround a patient, 
and which fliould enable a phyfician to take indi- 
cations, are equivocal and obfcure, and the judg- 
ment formed from thefe very uncertain, and liable 
to deception. Yet with thefe, fuch as they are, 
in the prefent limited (late of medicinal know- 
ledge, we mull be contented, when fpecific reme- 
dies, or fpecific methods, are not difcovered. For 
it is our only refource to avail ourfelves of thefe 
as the lame do of crutches, or the dim-fighted of 
fpeftacles. The only means therefore of improv- 
ing the art of healing, are either to increafe the 
number ®f fpecific medicines, or to inveftigate the 
condudl of the natural ceconomy in the fpontaneous 
cure of diftempers, fo as to arrive at more certain 
indications, and afcertain the methods to be pur- 
fued, when nature unaffifted is deficient, and un- 
equal to the talk. 
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But the cafe is very different, where a fpecifid 
2 ntidote is to be adminiftered ; for here the indi- 
cation is only to cure the patient by a medicine 
which, as experience teaches, has cured twenty 
thoufand before in the fame ftate, when given in 
the fame manner. Here neither the phyfician nor 
the patient hazard much. If the antidote, fuppofe 
it the bark, has cured twenty thoufand, but has 
failed in only fifty, ’tis then twenty thoufand to 
fifty, or a thoufand to two and a half, that it cures 
the prefent diftemper, ceteris paribus ; and the 
phyfician has little to do, but take care of the 
cateris paribus ; and the patient little to fear, as 
the calculators of chances would inform him that 
the rifque is very fmall. 

There are feveral fpecific antidotes befides the 
bark, and I make no doubt of having added one 
to the number j but this mult not be determined 
by the phyficians, for parties and butchers are 
difqualified for jurymen : and as I can plead one 
of thefe reafons at leaft, 1 cannot be denied the 
liberty granted to every common Briton •, and 
therefore hope 1 may challenge every phyfical 
gentleman, as he comes to the book to be fworn. 

Little can be faid in favour of fpecific me- 
dicines, but what is equally applicable to fpecific 
methods of cure j fuch as have molt frequently 
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fucceeded, and have the approbation of the mofl 
intelligent of our predeceflfors, and the fanCtion of 
modern experience. When a phyfician can avail 
himfelf of fuch, it would be ridiculous, perhaps 
criminal, to relinquilh certainty and reafon, and 
hazard his patient for the fake of a barren often- 
tation of fcience, the fupport of a favourite theory, 
er any worfe motive. 

An example may illuftrate my meaning. 
Sydenham has eftablilhed a method of curing a 
pleurify, by bleeding principally, and cooling, 
which has received the fanCtion of experience. 
Yet I have known a chymical practitioner alferr, 
that bleeding was pernicious in this diftemper. 
And I have known many others who, though 
they have directed bleeding, have notwithftanding, 
in other refpeCts, purfued intentions totally con- 
trary, and by preferibing fnake-root, contrayerva, 
and fait of hartlhorn, counteracted the preceding 
evacuation, in direCt contradiction to Sydenham 
and experience, and influenced only by fome fri- 
volous theory, 

It is objected, that as fevers proceed from a 
great, and almoft infinite variety of caufes, one 
and the fame medicine cannot ppflibly cure every 
l'pecies. Here I lhould alk how many caufes 
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there are of fevers : Are there five hundred ? 1 
think not. Are there one hundred ? There may 
poflibly be more. If' then fevers excited by more 
than one hundred caufes, may be cured by fix or 
feven medicines, it is plain that every fever, let 
the caufe be whatever it may, does not require a 
different treatment in conlequence of that caufe 5 
for if it did, only about fix or feven forts of fevers 
could be cured at all. Now the files of apothecaries 
all over this metropolis will fiiew, that only fix or 
fj*ven medicines, whiqh can be of real fervice, are 
commonly ufed. Thefo are the faline draught of 
fait of wormwood, and juice of lemons, volatile 
fait of hartfhorn, pulvis contrayerv<e compofitus , 
Mithridate, or confefiio Democratism valerian, fnake- 
root, and blifters. I purpofely omit the bark* 
becaufe, as remitting or intermitting fevers may 
be excited by as many different caufes as con- 
tinual, and one and the fame medicine cures them 
all, this is a medicine that of itfelf almoft decides 
the queftion. It may be obje&ed, that they ufe 
variety of forms in their preferiptions ; but many 
of thefe are of the fame intention, and vary very 
little in their cffc&s. Thus all the neutral falts 
are nearly the lame in efficacy, in which are in- 
cluded the feline draughts, jpiritus Vtindereri , nitri % 
terra foliata tartari, tartar us tartar if at us , and, 
many others. As to Mithridate, Venice treacle,, 
lyrup of poppies, and aU other medicines which 
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contain opium, the efficacy depending principally 
Upon opium, they differ not efientially j and if 
other medicines of different intentions are fome- 
times ufed, they are adapted to the fymptoms, not 
to the original fever. Thus in a difficulty of 
breathing, gum ammoniacum \ in a diarrhoea, aftrin- 
gents (often very prepofteroufiy) •, in convulfions, 
mufk; in fymptoms very idly called nervous, 
valerian, are often preferibed : all which, inftead of 
moderating a fever, increafe it. Now admit- 
ting that fevers arifing from a hundred different 
caufes, may all be cured, or ought all to be treated, 
by feven medicines, or medicines of feven inten- 
tions only, why may nUt thofe feVen medicines be 
feduced to one, without a miracle, fuppofing a 
medicine could be found that would almoft uni- 
verfally command a crifis by that kind of evacu- 
ation which nature affedts, or, in other words, by 
that which the fum total of the a&ions of the vital 
powers brings about with the greateft facility, 
thus aflifted ? 

It is generally faidj that a fever confifts in an 
increafed velocity of the blood ; and this is fixed 
by Boerhaave as its charaflerHlic. To this doc- 
trine I have great objoftions ; but let it for once be 
granted. I fay, whatever medicine will reduce the- 
tencmr of the pulfe to its natural ftate permanently* 
will cure all kinds of fevers, tmlcfs fuch as are 
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fymptomatic, and repullulate conftantly from a 
permanent caufe, as matter found in fome of the 
internal parts, worms in the inteftines, and many 
others that might be named. 


It is not unreafonable to fuppofe, that fome 
morbid alteration in the bilious juices may excite 
fevers, and all their fymptoms, in every cafe but 
thofe of the fymptomatical kind, and perhaps in 
thofe too. If any one is inclined to be farther 
informed upon this fubjedt, let him read Frederick 
Hoffman’s Treatife de Bile Medicina et Veneno Cor- 
poris. In this cafe, I fay, any one medicine that 
will either evacuate the offending bile, or alter it in 
fuch a manner as to render it no longer offenfive,’ 
will cure the effedt of it, a fever, let the caufe of 
this defedt in the bile be what it will. 

There are many ways of lighting a candle, by 
a piece of paper, by charcoal, by pit-coal, or by 
a brimftone match *, but in every cafe an extinguilh- 
er will put it out, without paying any regard to the 
remote or immediate caufe of its burning. 

A Fever is an effedl produced by a determinate 
caufe. It matters little what the caufe is, nor is it 
always pofiible to difeover it. . Now let the variety 
of caufes capable of producing a fever be ever fo 
great, as contagion, an epidemic conftitution of. 
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the air, a cold, or a furfeit, or any thing elfe; 
the effect is nearly one and the fame, a fever, 
which only varies in fome circumftances, or, as it 
were, accidentally. 

But fuppofe it was otherwife, and that a fever 
from every different caufe mu ft be treated in a 
different manner, what perplexity, what confufion 
would follow! One phyfician might think with 
Morton, that a fever proceeds from a deleterium 
quid in Jpiritibus animalibus delitefcens , a poilbnous 
fomething concealed or harbouring in the animal 
fpirits. Another, with Willis, may imagine it 
arifes from a pblogofis Jpirituum animalium , an 
accenfion of the animal fpirits •, or, as the moderns 
are pleafed to phrafe it, the diforder may be 
nervous. By all thefe terms juft one and the fame 
Nothing is meant, unlefs a barren parade of ab- 
ftrufe knowledge may be efteemed fomething. 
This is furely Quackery in the fuperlative degree; 
that is, if I underftand the meaning of the term, 
impofition on the credulity of the patient. I appeal 
to the underftanding of every wife man, for he, in 
this cafe, is as competent a judge as the moft fu- 
percilious phyfician, what indications can be taken 
from fuch a barren pomp of unideal founds ? 

/ 

I might produce the caufes of fcversi accord- 
ing to the various principles of the Galenifts, the 
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Cbymifts, the Mechanics, and an infinite variety 
of other theorifts, all equally uncertain, abftrufe* 
and deceitful. Every man praftifes according to 
his favourite theory, and efteems that an infallible 
guide, and every man is led affray by that en- 
chantrefs beyond all portability of recal 5 for it i* 
extremely difficult to abandon a fyftem once affec- 
tionately embraced. It is more eligible to admit 
no theory at all, than one that is fallacious ; and 
I know none that bears the lead refemblance ta 
truth. There is the fame difference betwixt theory 
and experience, as betwixt romance and hiftory j 
but with this very material diflin&ion, that there 
are no romances but what furniffi us with fome 
moral truth, whereas theory lupplies naked amufe- 
ment only, and is fo far from ferving any ukr, 
either jrNfical or moral, that it always, infatuate* 
and mifleads, and ends in miftake and mifehief. 
Yet I think phyficians ffiould make themfelvrs 
acquainted with all theories, for the fame realon 
that the Lacedaemonians made their children con- 
verfe with their drunken Haves, — that they might 
learn to deteft the habit. If my readers ffiould 
chufe to know more of my fentiments with refpeft 
to the abufes of theory, let them confult the Pre- 
face to the Medicinal Dictionary. But he wha 
has an inclination to excehin phyfic, ffiould perufe 
the Book of Natute, and from thence extraCl a 
genuine theory and fucccfsful practice. 

Let 
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LfcT it not be underflood, that I would banilh 
reafoning out of the purlieus of phyfic, and reduce 
it to mere cmpiricifm, in the modern acceptation 
of the word. Let us reafon, but let us do it from 
folid and uncontrovertible principles, which mult 
firft be furnilhed by true cmpiricifm, or, in other 
words, by experience. Let us argue geometrically 
from fabts, admitting nothing precarious, nothing 
hypothetical, nothing imaginary ; and then w« 
Hull hear no more of poilbn or inflammation in 
the animal fpirits, or equally unintelligible difor* 
ders of the nerves. 

It is very ridiculous to hear the minute practi- 
tioners and the retailers of medicines fay, that they 
will not preferibe or employ Dr. James’s i’owder, 
becaule they cannot ufe a medicine they do not 
know. I wifh they would abide by their own 
rule i for then, as they know nothing, they would 
do nothing. I do not mean abfolutely that they 
know nothing at all y they are acquainted with the 
properties of drugs and medicines, fo far as the 
experience of their predeceflors and their own has 
taught them. They know, for example, that 
jullap is an exotic root, which, exhibited in certain 
quantities, purges brilkly, and excites watery (tools. 

• They know that ipecacuanha caufes vomiting, and 
(bmetimes cures a purging. They know that 
Mercury raiks a fahvation *, and they know that 
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the Pc nvi.-.n bark removes an intermittent fever, 
v -i. it any fenfible operation. But none of them 
e c in the lead degree acquainted with the method 
na.ure purities in the preparation of thefe drugs, 
or, from the knowledge of their component parts, 
can affign any reafonable caule why the one purges, 
the other vomits, the third falivates, and the 
fourth cures, in a way that would appear fuper- 
natural if it was lefs common. All they know of 
thefe is from their effects when introduced into the 
body, which could by no means be difeovered 
previous to their ufe ; and jull lo much they 
might know of this Powder, if they would cail to 
their he*p the fame experience that has made them 
acquainted with other medicines. But when it 
fuits their purpofe, they Item perfectly well ac- 
qir ced with ir ; and lome have pointed out the 
authc.i from whom, they lay, I took it ; and yet, 
w ].<v. it is propofed, they cannot confent to its 
exmoition, becaufe ihey don’t know it. Of this 
I nave various inftances recorded and witnefled. 

BrT phyHcians are not in the lead intitled to 
the benefit of this evafion, for I have never once 
retufed to make any one, in confultation, ac- 
quainced with it. I did tell the late Sir Edward 
Hulic, when we met to confult about Colonel 
Stanhope, what it was-, and to the late Dr. Shaw 
1 made no fecret of it, when I fome years ago met 
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Mm at a noble Earl’s, then -in Bruton-ftreet. But 
no people are fo blind as thofe who obftinately Ihut 
their eyes, for fear of convi&ion. 

There are thofe who queftion whether my 
Powder has any efficacy in the cure of fevers ; 
2nd one man has more than once afferted, that he 
did not believe it had ever been of the lead fervice. 
But they do not confider how little they do honour 
to the Art of Phyfie. That many people have 
recovered upon taking my Powders, cannot be 
controverted ; yet, according to them, my Powders 
have no virtues ; therefore thel'e Powders could 
not cure them. How then did they recover? 
Was it becaufe, when they took this remedy, other 
medicines, which prevented their recovery, were 
left off ? I will not difpyte the probability of 
this, but rather concur with them in opinion that 
patients every day recover by leaving off medicines, 
efpecially when the fiery regimen and fnake-root 
have been abfurdly continued. I ffiall confirm 
this opinion by the inftance of a cafe. 

A very worthy perfon at Henley, In Oxford- 
Ihire, fome time ago lent to mtreat my attendance 
at the place of his abode. I complied, and found 
him in a fever, with which he had been tormented 
many weeks. It did not run very high, but was 
accompanied with many troublelome and painful 
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fymptoms. I directed ftnall doles of my Powder, 
and had an account of him in two days, by which 
there was no reafon to think him better. In 
a Ihort time, however, I was greatly furprifed 
with a vifit from him at my own houfe, per- 
fectly recovered. He informed me, that he took 
cither three or four dofes of my Powder, and 
began to be much better ; but that he was not 
permitted by his apothecary to continue them, 
though he earntftly defired it : that being then out 
of humour with all forts of medicines, he would 
not be prevailed on to take any more of any kind i 
upon which he mended gradually, and was loon 
reftored to perfect health. 

But I do not intend to give up the efficacy of 
tny Powder fo tamely. They fay it has none ; I 
fay it has a great deal. Here then I join ifftie with 
them, and put myfelf upon my Country to be 
tried. 

I have long known, that feveral, concerned in 
phyfic, not only call in queftion the truth of thofe 
very extra*, rdinary Cafes that have been from time 
to time publifhed in the news- papers, but afiert 
boldly, that fome, moll, or all of them are fie* 
titious and falfe. If a difregard to truth is the 
chara&eriftic of a rafeal, I might, without hefi* 
tation, call the affertor or propagator ot fuch a ca* 
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iumny by that name. I prefume I may fay, with- 
out ill-breeding or offence, that every attempt of 
this kind is an effort of intereft to ftrangle truth. 

Not one fyliable, relating to any one Cafe, has 
yet been printed, either by me, or with my know- 
ledge, that has not been exactly true, to the beft 
of my information and belief; and for which I had 
not, at the time pf their publication, the mod 
authentic evidence ; and many of them are attefted 
by people of fuch rank, that there cannot be the 
moft remote reafon to queftion them. As 1 have 
no fear, nor any intereft, feparate from that of 
the Public, I have no need of fubterfuge or 
fophiftry. 

But in order to (hew how my oppofers are 
driven to fhifts, I muft take notice of a very arch 
dilemma made on Mr Newbery’s advertifement re- 
lative to the Powders, by a perlon who I am in- 
formed plumis himfelf much upon it. The ad- 
vertifemenr runs thus : Will remove any acute 

“ continual fever in a tew hours.” Upon this 
the Wag reafons in this manner: “Either Dr. 
*' James does believe this, or he does not. If he 
** does believe it, he i9 no phylkian. If he does 
♦*' not believe it, he is dilhonefb,” 
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If the paffage was not fomewhat diftorted t» 
mean what it never could be intended to import, 
the alternative would be fomewhat perplexing. 
But let us examine how far this reafoning will 
hold, if applied to other general afiertions. 
Agamemnon tells Calchas, who long before had 
promifed fuccefs to the Grecian arms. That he has 
never fpoke a good word. Now either Agamem- 
non did believe this, or he did not. If he did, 
he muft have been an egregious fool to truft the 
welfare and conduit of the Grecian hoft to fuch a 
ralcal. If he did not believe it, he (Agamemnon) 
was a liar. But it is evident that Agamemnon 
does not infxnuate that Calchas never told any 
thing that was good, any more than Mr. Newbery 
does, that the medicine he advertifes cures every 
perfon that takes it. All thefe exprefiions are to 
be conftrued, not univerfaily, but generally, and 
with a rel'crve to fome few exceptions. I muff, 
however, give up the expreflion, and think that it 
had been better faid, that my Powders “ remove 
tnojl continual and acute fevers.” 

Many of the practitioners in phyfic have 
afierted, that they have tried my Powders, and 
find that, fo far from being of any fervice, 
they arc hurtful in Fevers. Here, in my turn, 
permit me to make a dilemma. They cither have 
not made ufe of my Powders with ill fuccefs, or 
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they have. If they have not, I wifh them joy of 
all the advantages they can gain by the fallhood. 
If they have, I am forry the health of the Public 
fhould be under the care of fuch unfortunate or 
ignorant praditioners ; for ignorant or unfortunate 
they mud be, or Jjoth. How otherwife could it 
happen, that a lady, a clergyman, or a common 
overfeer of a plantation, befides a thoufand others, 
without the leaft pretence to medicinal knowledge, 
fhould adminifter my Powder to many hundreds 
with fuch amazing fuccefs ; and yet, under the 
management of thofe who have made the ftudy 
and pradice of phyfic’the bufinefs of their lives, 
it fhould have fo contrary an eflTed ? One would 
think that their brains are conftruded like thofe 
glafles which turn every objed that prefents icfelf 
the wrong end upwards. In charity, therefore, to 
thefe remarkers, I fhall fuppofe that they never 
made ufe of it at all, or if they did, to advan- 
tage. 

It is very eafy for malevolence to adminifter a 
medicine in fuch a manner, that it cannot poffibly 
fucceed ; though I think there is little probability 
that any one of thofe I have been fpeaking of 
fhould ever give my Powders voluntarily to 
a patient, whilft he is able and willing to fwallow 
other medicines every four hours, and give 
one or two fees every day. But fuppofe a 

patient. 


Digitized by Google 


94 


A* VINDICATION OF THE 

patient, or his friends, fhould infift upon trying 
James’s Powders, a little confederacy might eafily 
blaft all hopes ■, a little legerdemain will eafily find 
way9 and means of fubdituting fomething very 
inefficacious, or even pernicious* in the place of it* 
of which the Fever Powder is to bear the blamei 
Or it may be given in fuch a manner, at fuch a 
feafbn, or in fuch dofes* as to do nothing, or no* 
thing to the purpofe, cr indeed fame degree of 
mifehief, if combined with, or taken at cr neaf 
the fame time with heating medicines, which rails 
the Fever as much, or more, than the Fever Pow- 
der depreffes it. In this cafe, the fa lot ary effeft of 
the medicine will be defeated. All thele tricks 
have, to my knowledge, been often played, and 
may be played again. But if thofe who ex- 
hibit my Powders are in earned, and give them 
with an intent of doing good, case fhould betaken 
to adminider nothing that is capable of counter- 
acting them-, for this would be doing and undoing, 
at the fame time. Thus fnake root, contra- 
yerva, Raleigh’s cordial, confeclio eardiaca , and 
blifters, which all excite heat in a very great de- 
gree, and exalt the fervour of the biliary juices, 
already too much inclined to putrefaction, are in 
their operations diametrically op polite to the Fever 
Powder, which is intended to evacuate or alter 
the offending humours contained in the ftomach* 
liver, pancreas, and ad the. iateftmal glands -, to 
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feparate from the mafs erf blood, by a falutary 
crifis, thofe humours already mixed with it, and 
which excite and fupport the febrile motion and 
heat ; to flacken the rapid motion of the blood j 
and to induce that coolnefs and temperature which 
enables the vital organs to perform the refpeclive 
offices affigned them, and conftitutes healch. 

r 

I think, therefore, - 1 have a right to object to 
the validity of every experiment pretended to be 
made with my Powder, unlefs the patient, or his 
friends, fee the feal of each packet broken, and the 
Powder taken ouc and adminiftered without lofing 
fight of it, or unlefs it fall into the hands of fuck 
as have too much honour to deceive. 

Another circumftance I mull not pals by un- 
noticed. Many aniongft the practitioners in phyfic 
have given lomething, as they phrale it, that will, 
do as well, or is near a-kiri to it. I have imputed- 
this to a kind of aukward lelf-lufficiency ; Qt hoc- 
wife, where my Powder is likely to be cffirftuaj, 
why is it not ufed. preferably to its hfft-coufm, 
which is not quite fa certain of performing a cure, 
even by their own tacit confeffion ? For if this rela- 
tion of my Powder will, like it, cure a. fever, 
why do they give any thing elfe, or fuffex a patient 
to linger a fortnight, or mors, under torture, 

wbea, 
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when they might cure him in a day or two ? 
The common objedion, that they cannot give any 
thing they are unacquainted with, will not be 
made on this occafion, as I prefume this coufin- 
german to my Powders is perfectly well known to 
them. 

It would be ridiculous and cruel, if a phyfician 
were to refufe the bark td a patient in a genuine 
remittent, or intermittent, and give fomething that 
he thought would do as well ; for ’tis his bufinefs, 
as ’tis the patient’s interelt, to confider whether the 
bark will perform a cure-, and not, whether 
any thing leis experienced will do as well j for the 
latter is making an experiment, perhaps at the 
expence of life. 

I am forry this fubjed puts me in mind of a 
cafe that I would willingly think of no more, be- 
caufe I accufe myfelf of having been innocently 
guilty of manflaughter (for I hope it was not mur- 
der) by a jeft. Mr. Altree, a perfon I had fome 
intimacy with when he pradifed as a furgeon, 
man-midwife and apothecary, at Wolverhampton, 
fome time after fettled in London. . He one day, 
in converfation, told me that he had certainly dif- 
covered the preparation of my Powders. I pro- 
miled him, upon my word, that if he had, I would 
on no account dilguifc it to him. He informed 
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rrrr, with an air of triumph, that it cor.fifted of 
nineteen grains of diaphoretic ancimony, and two 
of the tartar emetic. There was fomething too 
ridiculous in this to deferve a ferious anfwer. Mine 
was, that 1 was furprifed to find he underftood 
chemiftry enough to make the difcovery. The 
Doctor, very certain that he was in the fecret of 
my Powder, praCUfed with it during a few months 
with fuccefs not much to be boafted of. But at laft 
he himfelf contracted a fever. He did not fail to 
take his diaphoretic antimony and tartar emetic, 
till in a few days he became delirious. His family 
then called one of the moft eminent and fenfible 
of the Faculty, who pronounced the cafe defperate, 
and he very foon died by his own imprudence, 
„ aided, I am forry to fay, by my too ludicrous 
treatment of a fubjeCt that required more feri- 
oufnefs. 

/ 

But, upon the whole, when a phyfician, or 
any one concerned in phyfic, {hews in his praftice 
that he cures moft fevers that occur in twenty four 
hours, and fome in lefs than half that time, as 
my Powder has done in many thoufand inftances, 
then {hall 1 confefs that he has difcovered a twin 
brother to it ; and I promife never more to ufe my 
own, if experience convinces me that his medicine 
is better. 
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There is another reafon affigned by fome 
phyficians for their difeouragement of my Powders. 
They fay* ’tis incumbent on them to fupport the 
dignity of phyfic, with which the ufe of this me- 
dicine is inconfiftcnt, as being empirical. To this 
I anfwer, that without empiricifm no improvement 
ever can be made in curing didempers, that is, in 
the real art of phyfic •, and that they owe every 
thing to empiricifm. The very term is derived 
from a Greek word, which fignifies to experience , 
or to try. And now let me afk. whether it is 
not more conducive to the falutary purpofes of 
the medicinal art to employ tried, or experienced 
remedies or methods, than any that can be 
fuggefted from theoretical prejudices or fuppo- 
fitions (hypothefes) that may, or may not be 
confident with truth ? But let me remind thefe 
objeidors, and with them the whole race of man- 
kind, that if the dignity of Phyfic, like that of 
Moloch, is to be fupported by human facrifices, 
it is the duty of every dvil fociety to treac both 
the Art and its profeffors like the Knights Temp- 
lars, who for their tranfeendent villanies were 
extirpated from the face of the earth. 

But I cannot difmifs this fubjeft without two 
remarks. The find is, that there are few medi- 
cines of high reputation which have not lod their 
credit by imitations of this kind, contrived either 
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by the avarice of the preparers, the affeftation of 
novelty, or the pride of the prefcribers. The other 
remark relates to imitations in general. Thefe 
may be divided into two clafies — thofe done with 
judgement, and thofe without ; and the degrees 
of companion may very aptly be applied to both. 
Thus, as to the firft, they may be good, better, 
or beft} as the laft may be bad, worfe, or worft. 

Another objection to my Powder, and a very 
ferious one, is, that it has a tendency to impair the 
trade of apothecaries. As I have a greater tender- 
nefs for the whole race of mankind than for any 
particular fet of men, I hope there is fome truth 
in this fuggeftion. I am certain that this is the 
true reafon of all the oppofition made to its ufe, 
and to me as the author of it. The phyficians 
that have lifted under the apothecaries banners 
have meanly deferred the caufe of the Public and 
their own incerefts, as they will one day find. 
But however certain this reafon of their difcounte- 
nance may be, they dare not avow it publicly, 
whatever they may co.nfefs to their friends, and to 
each other. 

The apothecaries have, as a body of men, been 
my conftant enemies. Not but many of them of 
cafy fortunes and liberal difpofitions have con- 
ducted themfelvcs with great candour and mode- 
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ration ; and to thefe, in the name of the Public, I 
return thanks, for the Public is more concerned 
than I, as an individual, can be, Some of thefe 
refide in London, and many in diftant places. 
And I think myfelf, and the whole race of man- 
kind, particularly obliged to the apothecaries at 
Bath, efpecially to the late Mr. Haviland, a gen- 
tleman I know only by name, who I hear admi- 
niftered my Powder to his own fon, then labouring 
under a fever efteemed almoft deiperute, in confe- 
quence of which he manifeftly recovered ; and this 
gentleman had courage and integrity enough to 
divulge the experiment and the fuccels witliouc 
referve. 

As foon as I had finilhed the Medicinal Diflio- 
riary, it was commonly faid that I was a fcholar, 
but that I had ipent all my days in ftudy, and had 
never meddled with practice. I know better than 
they do how little I delerve the compliment ex- 
prefled in the firft part, which was paid me only to 
introduce the malevolence of the laft, which I 
think did not much afi'eft me, when there were fo 
many that could contradict it. 

To recompenfe, however, the mifehief which I 
have done, the publication of my Powder has put ic 
into the power of every apothecary to rivet the 
chains in which the phyficians are held, beyond all 
poflibility of extricating themfelves ; lor they can 
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at any time, and to my»^certain knowledge fome- 
times do, difgrace the phyfician, in cafes where my 
Powder will perform a fpeedy cure. 

» 

An apothecary of reputation and confiderabie 
practice came to me fome time ago, and repre- 
fented to me that he had a patient of fome confe- 
quence, a gentleman for whom he had a very 
particular regard, who had for many days laboured 
under an acute fever, and was attended by a phy- 
fician of the firll character, whofe method he had 
reafon to fear would not fucceed. He faid he 
fhould have been glad to propofe my Powder, but 
was certain the Doctor would infallibly fall into a 
rage, and reje<5t it $ and upon this defired I would 
advife him how he ihould conduct himfelf in a 
cafe where he had fo great an interefi: in the pa- 
tient’s recovery. I told him, though I could by 
no means approve his giving any thing without 
the approbation of the attending phyfician, yet I 
was of opinion that the faving of a life fuperfeded 
all other confiderations, and that therefore it would 
be right to try it. I gave him fome Powders, 
and the beft inftrudions I could for their ufe. Hp 
prevailed on the family to permit him to admi- 
nifter fomething unknown to the Do^or, without 
telling them what it was. The patient took ir, 
recovered by the next morning, and the phyfician 
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•was difgraced, and coriftiues to be held in the 
titmoft contempt by, that family, and all their 
acquaintance. 

In this inftance particularly, the doCtors have 
been the dupes of the apothecaries, who have out- 
witted them. The former, in compliance to the 
latter, have oppofed the introduction of my Pow- 
ders into ufe with all that virulence which a regard 
to felf-intereft could infpire •, and they may depend 
upon being rewarded in the manner that indifcre- 
tion and collufion merit. The apothecaries are 
a fet of people not deftitute of art and cunning, 
and one or other of them have infinuated them- 
felves into the intimacy of almoft every family in 
London ; and the knowledge they have of private 
tranfaCtions and private diforders, makes it no eafy 
matter to difcard them, even upon a reafonable 
occafion. 

Scire volunt fecreta domus, atque inde timer i, 
Moft of them pretend to more knowledge in the 
praffice of phyfic than phyficians ; which if any 
fhould queftion, let them read an extremely ftupid 
pamphlet, publifhed a very few years fince, under 
the title of Pharmacopeia JuJlificatus. And they 
feldom willingly luffer a phyfician to be confulted, 
unlefs to fave their own characters, to fanCtify their 
practice, right or wrong, and to exonerate them- 
felves of the difgrace of a mifcarriage, by placing 
it to the account of the doCtor. Why therefore, 
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in the name of common fenfe and common pru- 
dence, phyficians Ihould, for a trifling temporary 
advantage, throw more weight into the oppofite 
fcale, and whet a fword which is to flab themfelves, 
is no eafy matter to determine. 

I have alfo every reafon to expert a repetition of 
the treatment I have experienced fince the publica- 
tion of my Powder, which feems to have been 
prophetically foretold by Dr. Gideon Harvey, 
in his treatife on the Art of curing Dijeafcs by Expec- 
tation , publifhed in the year 16S9. The paflage I 
allude to is as follows * : 

V 

“ Can any one, without fcorn, behold fuch 
44 drones of phyficians (I fpeak generally, ^nd 
“ therefore defire no falfe innuendo may be made) 
“ that after the fpace of fo many hundred years 
44 experience and pra&ice of their predecefiors, not 
44 one Angle medicine hath been yet detected by 
44 them, that hath the lead force, directly and 
44 per fe , to oppofe, refift, and expel a continual 
44 fever, which, by their erroneous applications, 
44 is too often prove&ed to malignity ? Should any, 
44 by a more fedulous obfervation, pretend, or 

* Among the Dolor’s papers, relative to the vindica- 
tion of his Powder, were found th? two following quo- 
tations ; but as he had not put his iaft hand to this work, 
he left no dirc&ions where they were to be inferted. It is 
probable that he would have introduced them in this place. 
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“ make the lead ftep towards the difcovery of fuch 
“ remedies, their hatred and envy would fwell 
“ againft him as a legion of devils againft virtue *, 
“ whole focieties would dart their malice at him, 
“ and torture him with all the calumnies imagina-* 
** ble, without flicking ar any thing that fhould 
“ deftrov him root and branch ; (of which I could 
♦* give you a very memorable example, were it 
“ convenient) for he that profefies a reformation 
“ of the art of phyfick, in expofing its impoftures, 
“ and advancing fuch methods and remedies as 
“ are beyond thofe of the art of expe&ation, muft 
“ refolve to run the hazard of the martyrdom of 
“ his reputation, lifp, and eftate.” 


The great Dr. Morton, who has faved a mil- 
lion of lives by pointing out the genuine ufe of the 
Bark, publifhed his Pyretologia in the year 1692, 
where, in page 121, he complains of the oppofi- 
tion which was made to that medicine, in the fol- 
lowing terms : 

“ Veriffimum quidem ejl, non defuijfe nef arias qucf- 
“ dam detrefiatores ui.que, prsjerlnn Londini, qui 
“ dolo malo conjilium ceperunt de bujtis Febrtfugi 
“ Jama premature fuppnmendd, ne J a Licet bdc Juc- 
“ cintla. metbodo febres cbtruncanai y agrctantium 
“ crumcnas emulgendi occajio tolleretur. De bdc cort- 
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** fpiratione f<epe palam verba habuit Dominus Ber- 
41 tram , Pharmacopola, jam defunblus, cui fidem in 
hdc re promple adbibui, qtaa nequam quidem e t 
“ jgnavi, quorum nomina honoris caufd Jileo , metnet 
“ ipfum, iifdcm illecebris, in fuas partes t rah ere 
“ tentarunt. Temere igitur, et fine experiment is 
“ prius inf i tut is , magnum hoc remedium condemm- 
“ runt , et famam ejus fitlis calumniis ubique infec * 
tabantur 

“ It is an undoubted truth, that there were 
4 ‘ many villainous flanderers every where, efpeci- 
4 ‘ ally in London, who wickedly and artfully con- 
“ fpired to lupprefs the rifing reputation of this 
4 ‘ Febrifuge, left by this fliort method of curing 
“ fevers, they fhoujd lofe their opportunities of 
“ picking the pockets of their patients. Of this 
combination the Jate Mr. Bertram, an apothc- 
“ cary, often fpoke without referve; and I was the 
“ more inclined to give credit to him, becaufe 
“ fome of theie wicked and worthlefs perlons, whofe 
4 ‘ names I forbear to mention, endeavoured by their 
“ artifices to draw me alfo into their party. They 
“ therefore iaftily, and without any previous expe- 
“ riments, condemned this great medicine, and per- 
“ fecuted its reputation with calumny and ialfhood.’* 

How faf thefe quotations may be applicable to 
the treatment I have met with, the Public will de- 
termine. 

Of 
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Of the Use of the Powder. - 

I AM now arrived at a more agreeable part of my 
undertaking. I lhall point out fome miftakes that 
have been made in the management of my Powder, 
and give the refult of my experience, fo far as it 
has gone with refpedt to other diltempers, wherein 
the Powder has been ufed with fuccefs, befides 
acute rEVERS, fimply fo called. 

First, then, many people have fallen, or rather 
been artfully led into a great error, when they 
have thought, that if this medicine does not operate 
fo as to carry itfelf out of the body, it is dangerous. 
This is fo far from being true, that in at leaft half the 
cafes in which I prefcribe it, I give it as an alterative, 
without any defign that it fhould have any, or 
much fenfible operation ; and many hundreds of 
people have taken it in this way for many weeks, 
or even months, without the leaft inconveniency, 
and to great advantage. A gentleman of honour, 
whom l can produce if required, was miferably 
afflifled with an afthma for many years. In ex- 
peftation of relief, about four years ago he began 
taking the Fever Powder in a dofe of ten grains 
every night •, but finding, after ufing it fome time, 
that it ceafed to operate, he increafed the dofe to 
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twenty grains, and fometimes thirty, every night, 
which he has continued ever fince. He has found 
great benefit from it, and no inconvenience.— 
A lady, the wife of an eminent furgeon in the City, 
took it alfo for three years, and only omitted it at 
the time fhe lay in, for (he happened to have tw® 
children during that time. 

Another frequent miftake has been made by 
taking this medicine in the day-time, out of bed ; 
for the warmth of the bed encourages much the 
operation by the pores of the fkin, either by fweat 
or infen fible perfpiration ; and the free and uncon- 
fined pofture of the body contributes to the fame 
end i efpeciaily as thofe numerous bandages which 
incommode us when up, are removed. And as it 
generally inclines to fleep, I have many reafons, 
favoured by experience, to believe, that during 
that ftate of the body, it exerts a more benign 
influence. In acute cafes it is no inconveniency to 
take it in the day-time, becaufe people under thofe 
circumftances are confined to bed. But when the 
patient is not fo ill as to keep in bed, or in chro- 
nical cafes, I generally give it at bed-time, which 
I advife may be early in the evening, .that during 
the night it may be repeated, if that fhoqld be 
necefTary, more than once in twenty-four hours. 

Soms. 
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Some petty falfehoods have been raifed and 
propagated which did not properly come under 
any of the preceding articles, and which are fcarce 
worth mentioning, they arc fo contradi&ory to 
common experience and common fenle : and I 
ffiould not have efteemed them worthy of notice, 
was it not that fome weak people might pofllbly be 
influenced by them, and be terrified from availing 
themfelves of this medicine in cafes attended with 
great difficulty or danger. It has been faid that 
the Powder has affefted the teeth, and made the 
breath offenfive •, but the one is juft as true as the 
other : there is not the lead pofiibility of either, 
I remember, fome few years ago, a moft ridiculous 
occurrence. A lady defired me on a Friday to 
attend a perfon ill of a pleurily, whom Ihe em- 
ployed as a follicitor in the Houfe of Lords, where 
fhe had a caufe which was to come on the next 
Tuefday * with this declaration, that if I did 
not make him well, foon enough to attend, Ihe 
was undone. I obeyed her commands, and 
fucceeded. But the patient told feveral of his 
friends that James’s Powder had certainly cured 
him of a pleurify, but that it had made his breath 
fmell difagreeably. It was, however, notorious, 
that during at leaft forty years before, it had been 
fo offenfive, that none of his acquaintance chofe 
t.o refide for a minute within his atmofphere. 

But 
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But the fuppofed violence of its operation, ex- 
aggerated by thofe who thought it their intereft to 
decry it, has deterred more people from taking it 
than any thing befides. All I can fay to this, is, 
that in general, like other medicines, it operates 
in proportion to the dofe given ; or according to 
what it finds in the ftomach, or inteftines, or to the 
obftru&ion it meets with. If I judge right, it is 
much a&uated by the bile, when that fluid' has 
contracted fuch a ftate as to excite or conftitute a 
fever*, becaufe when the green or yellow bile is 
difcharged, if it fhould be repeated for ever, it 
will no longer exert any emetic or cathartic effica- 
cy, perhaps not operate at all, even in a dofe 
much increafed. 1 have often known it a£t very 
forcibly when the patient who took it laboured 
under an acute fever j and when the very fame 
perfon has taken it in a larger dofe, for a flight 
illnefs, it has had no tendency to excite either vo- 
miting or (tools. But, in defperate cafes, I am of 
opinion it Ihould be adminiftered in fuch dofes as 
may have fome immediate effeCt * and as, upon 
thefe occafions, there is no time to lofe, the fooner 
the operation commences, the better. In other 
cafes, however, of lefs urgency, it is an eafy mat- 
ter to regulate the dofes in fuch a man er as to 
fucceed without any hazard of reducing the patient, 
by beginning with fmall dofes, repeating them at 
fuch intervals as the effeCts of the preceding fhall 
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indicate, and in fuch increafed quantities, as pru- 
dence, aided by medicinal knowledge, (hall direft. 

In Rheumatisms. 

WHEN I firft recommended my Powders to 
the notice of the Public, I did not know that they 
were effe&ual in any other diftemper than fevers, 
not confidering that fo great a deobftruent was 
, likely to exert good effe&s in every curable difor- 
der arifing from obftructions. But the Public has 
fct me right ; for many have exhibited them in 
diforders wherein I fhould otherwife never have 
thought of employing them. 

Thus in Rheumatifms, both of the acute and 
chronical kind, I know nothing fo effectual. The 
bark in intermitter.ts is not more fo. But I do 
not negleft, on thefe occafions, proper evacuations 
by bleeding, and keeping the body fomewhat lax •, 
however, this is in no refpedt my own difeovery. 

I learned it of a phyfician, who tried it in an 
hofpital, of which he has the direction, upon a 
patient that, I think he told me, had been faliva- 
ted three times unfuccefsfully for a moll inveterate 
rheumatifm, and was at laft cured by my Powder. 
This gentleman was fome years ago at the trouble 
of going about to all the patients he could eafily 
come at, whofe cafes I had related as cured by 
this medicine, and found they had been in general 

more 


Digitized by Google 


/ 


FEVER POWDER. m 

more extraordinary than I had reprefented them ; 
and from that time he altered the opinion he had 
at firft entertained. 

The fuccefs of the Powder in the rheumatifm 
has been fufficiently confirmed by the following 
very remarkable cafes : 

A very extraordinary Cure of the Rheumatifm, 
performed by Dr. James’s Fever Powders, 
upon Mr. Robert Arthington, Wholefale 
Brewer, in Leeds. Publifhed by his order, 
as a general anfwer to a great number of 
letters which have been written to him on the 
fubjedt. 

“ HAVIN G lately experienced, in a very high 
** degree, the exquifite and unremitting pains of a 
« very violent rheumatifm, I thi k it neceflary to 
** give this general and immediate anfwer to all the 
** letters I have already received on the fubjedt, 

** that every human creature in the like difagrec- 
able fituation, (with whom I very feelingly 
** fympathiie) may have the benefit of Dr. James’s , 
“ ineftimable Fever Powder, before they are redu- 
** ced as I was, by mere excruciating pain, even 
** to the verge of difloluti n. To anfwer more 
** fully the requefts of my numerous correfpon- 
“ dents, it may not be amifs to give the following 

“ account 
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44 account of the general Hate of my health* which* 
44 until I attained the age of forty-fix, was in a 
“ manner free from complaint, except the com- 
“ mon conftitutional attack of the fmall pox : I 
44 lived in a healthy air* in a country village, very 
“ well, but not faft ; I have never taken, nor had 
“ occafion for, either mercurial pill or draught ; I 
“ am naturally found and of a robuft conftitution •, 
“ yet, in 1758, 1 was attacked with a violent 
“ rheumatic fever, which rendered me helplefs, 
“ but from which I was relieved in about four 
44 months, after being bled fixteen times in fifteen 
“ days, and taking a great quantity of phyfic : it 
44 went off by excefiive fweating, and was totally 
44 walked away by bathing in the fea, and drink- 
44 ing the Spaw-water at Scarborough for one 
44 month : I was then quite well, call: away my 
44 two Hicks, and returned home again to my wife 
44 and family as nimble as a boy. I have all my 
44 life been ufed to much exercife, fometimes very 
44 laborious : for the laft forty years I have taken 
44 the benefit of Scarborough Spaw, without inter- 
44 million. Yet, about the latter end of Decern- 
44 ber, 1773, I was again attacked with pain, 
44 and fwelling in my legs, which foon fpread itfelf 
44 to ail other parts, except my head and toes, for 
44 which I was plentifully bled, bliftered, and phy- 
44 ficked. By the diredbons of an eminent phyfi- 
“ cian» I took a great quantity of the decodtion 
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** of bark, fome opening powders, and a few 
“ night draughts, to give me reft ; maugre all 
“ which, I was reduced, in z very little time, 

“ from a fat corpulent man, of about eighteen 
“ (tone, to a mere lkeleton ; nor was I able to 
“ help myfelf at all ; though the pain and fwelling 
“ did not continue violent in every part of my 
“ body at one and the fame time ; but, as they 
“ decreafed in one part, began in another, and fo 
“ on alternately, in my legs, arms, feet, collar- 
“ bones, back, fhoulders, and indeed all over me, 

“ except my head and toes ; fo that as my attend-- 
“ ants laid me in the bed, in the fame pofture I 
“ was fure to remain till they moved me again, 

“ which they did with great care, yet it moftly 
«* gave me exquifite pain, and the part affe&ed was 
“ always left weaker and weaker. 

“ Having at length been luckily acquainted 
“ by a worthy gentleman of the faculty in this 
“ town, who fome time fince retired from bufi- 
*« nefs, but of whole judgment I had, for near forty 
“ years, entertained a very high opinion, that all 
“ the drugs in the apothecaries (hops would render 
“ me no fervice, without Dr. James’s Fever Pow-> * 
“ der; I defired feveral times to have it, and was 
“ as often refufed or put oft'; at laft, after having 
“ been carried to and from bed (moftly in the bed- 
** Iheet) for above three months, my fon and a 
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“ fervant having one night put me to bed, more 
il helplefs than a new-born babe, for I could hei- 
“ ther ftir leg, foot, arm, hand, nor finger; in 
“ this diftrefs, after I had declined taking any 
“ phyfic for Come time, except a fmall matter to 
prevent coftivenefs, to which I was very fubject ; 
“ I dropped a tear or two, telling my fon, I might 
“ indeed languifh a little longer, but there appear- 
“ ed not the lead probability of my recovery. I 
** therefore defired lie would procure me Dr. James’s 
** Powder, which I was determined to take, kill 
“ or cure, (that being its then general character 
** here) as my life was a burthen to rnyfelf, and a 
** trouble to my whole family : accordingly, my 
* 4 fon bought the Powder of Griffith Wright, Printer 
“ in this town, for two {hillings and fixpence, and 
“ about feven o’clock that evening I took five grain's 
“ of it in a little currant jelly, about the fize of a 
walnut, and was immediately carried to bed in 
the bed-fheet as ufual. 1 prefently fell afleep 
“ for half an hour, when I awaked, and was ra- 
** ther fick, but did not puke-, I drank a little 
“ balm-tea, and flept another half hotir; when I 
** awaked the fecond time, my pain, which had till 
“ then been fo grievous and tormenting, was all 
“ gone, and never returned to this day •, my bowels 
“ and ftomach began to work in a very extraordi- 
** nary manner, which, I prefume, awaked me, and 
** foon brought on a ftool : in an hour after, I had 
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** another, the excrement much refembling melted 
u glue ; it was now about two in the morning, 
u when I dept again for two hours, which I had 
“ not done for two months before ; it was natural, 
w and refrelhed me very much. About ten in the 
“ morning, my fon and fervant took me up in the 
** bed-iheet, as ufual, and fet me naked at the 
“ bed-feet in the way to an eafy chair, where I was 
u always wrapped up in the blankets until the bed 
u was made, &c. As I fat at the bed-feet, I felt 
“ myfelf much better, and my fpirits greatly re- 
“ vived : I then ordered my fon and fervant, who 
*'* flood at each fide of me, to lift me upon my 
“ legs, for I thought I could ftand, which I ac- 
“ tually did, and walked to the chair without 
“ help i but I rather fell into it, than fat fteadily 
** down, for ,1 had very little ufe of my hands and 
“ arms, and was every way very weak, but with- 
“ out pain : the next night I took three grains of 
u the Powder, which, though it had little or no 
“ effect upon roe, I continued to repeat, and from 
“ the firft to the laft, which was eight days, I took 
“ about thirty-five grains, but never more than 
“ five grains at once, and whenever I took that 
“ quantity, it gave me two ftools, never more ; 
“ four grains one (tool* but a lefs quantity had no 
effeft at all. 
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“ The firft time I went out of my own yard, 
** was about five hundred yards in a chaife, into 
“ and out of which I was obliged to be helped ; 
“ but I returned on foot, with the affiftancc of two 
“ flicks, and refting me twice ; though, with that 
“ fatigue, my hand again fwelled to a great degree : 
“ I took five grains more of the Powder that night, 
“ and in the morning my hand was well. I have 
“ now the free ufe of all my limbs, and can walk 
“ two miles very well, and hope another journey 
“ to Scarborough (whither I am going) will make 
“ me quite nimble again, though I am fixty-three 
“ years of age. During my whole illnefs I was 
** fuftained by milk, and milk and water, of the 
** latter of which I drank fometimes two quarts in 
“ one night, and had no appetite for any kind of 
“ food whatever. As I have been wrote to from 
“ many different parts of the kingdom, by perfons 
“ who all want the fame information concerning 
“ this wonderful medicine, I could not poffibly an_ 
“ fwer them all jn manufeript; I have therefore 
“ taken this method to inform all who with for re- 
“ lief in the fame terrible diforder, and who choofe 
“ to write (poll-paid) to 

•' Leeds, Their allured friend, 

/uly6, 1774. 

Robert Arthincton.” 
A remark- 
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A remarkable Cure of a Rheumatifm, in the Cafe 
of Mr. William Barton Bor wi pic, of Grays- 

Inn. 

To Mr. Francis Newbery, junior. No. 65, 
St. Paul’s Church-yard. 


“SIR, 

“ HAVING experienced the extraordinary «f- 
“ feCts of Dr. James’s Powder, and his Analeptic 
“ Pills, in the cure of a violent rheumatifm, with 
“ which I was affli&ed for near a year and a half, 
“ and being defirous that other perfons labouring 
“ under the fame complaint may receive fimilar 
“ benefit, I here fend you a relation of my cafe, 
“ which you are at liberty to pubiifh in any man- 
“ ner you think proper. 

“ In August, 1773, I was attacked with a vio- 
“ lent pain in my thigh, which, after a few days, 
“ flew up into my head and Ihoulders. I applied 
** to two of the moll eminent phyficians in Lon- 
“ don, who attended me, at different intervals, 
“ for near five months. During airport the whole 
“ of this time, by the violence of my complaint, 
“ my head and Ihoulders were contracted together; 
** I had fevere pains and fwcllings in my ancles 
“ and knees, an$l my body was bent almo^ dou- 
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“ bic; ir.fomuch that I was unable to undrefs my-* 
“ felf, or even to turn in bed. It frequently hap-. 
“ per.cd, after I had lain down half r.n hour, that 
“ I became in a manner ftupefied •, fo that when f 
“ wanted any thing, I could not exprefs myfclf , 
fi and I have been often obliged to be helped out 
“ of bed, and feated in a chair, and there conti- 
“ nued all night. 


** Os the 13th of January, 1774, after having 
** repeatedly undergone the operations of cup- 
** ping, bliftering and fweating, and taking varie- 
ty of medicines by order of my phyficians, with 
“ very little or no benefit, I determined to leave 
off all phyfic, and to fubmit to my diforder as 
patiently as I could. I remained in the fame 
“ miferable (late till the beginning of fummer, 
“ when, as the w’eather grew warm, I found my- 
“ felf confidcrably relieved. I was dill, however, 
never free from pain, and went to Scarborough 
“ in Auguft, with an intention to drink the waters 
“ and bathe. After drinking the waters two or 
“ three mornings, my complaint returned, prirtci- 
“ pally affetting my left foot, fo that I Could not 
“ bear to put it to the ground. At this time J 
“ was advifed by my friends to try Dr. James’s 
“ Powder, and feeing Mr. Arthington, of Leeds, 
** (who had juft publilhed his remarkable cafe). 
n walking about quite healthy and well, I deter- 
' “ mined 
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“ mined to apply to that medicine ; though, from * 
the common opinion that it was often attended 
with danger, I deferred taking it till I could 
** have an opportunity of confulting Dr. James 
“ himfelf. 1 remained here a fhart time, and then 
“ went to York, where I was confined fcveral 
“ weeks, and was only able to go out twice in a 
“ chair. I reached London about the 20th of 
“ October, when I applied to Dr. James, who or- 
“ dered me five grains of his Powder, every night, 

** for a week ; fix grains for another week, and to 
“ continue it feven grains a night afterwards. He 
“ recommended me at my meals to drink Seltzer 
“ water, with a little hock, or other white win? in 
** it, and in other refpedls to live as ufual. I found 
“ almoft immediate benefit from the firfi: dofe of 
“ the Powder, and continued mending every day 
“ afterwards. The operation of the Powder was 
“ that of keeping my body gently open, and oc- 
cafioning a perfpiration in the parts affefted, 

“ w r hich feemed in a manner to difiolve the pain. 

“ I purfued the Powder regularly for about a month 
“ or fix weeks, when finding mvfelf tolerably re- 
“ covered, J faw Dr. James a fecond time, who ad- 
“ vifed me to take two or three of his .Analeptic 
“ Pills of a night, which in a few days effectually 
** reftored roe-, and I have been perfeftly well ever 
* f fjnee. 

I 4 IF 
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“If any perfon fhould be defirous of knowing 
“ any ocher particulars refpe&ing my cafe, you 
“ may refer them to me, at my chambers. No. 2, 
“ Holborn Court, Grays Inn, as I am ready to 
“ give every fatisfa&ion upon the fubjett. 

I am. Sir, 

Your moft obedient fervant, 

July 15, 1775. W. B. Borwick.” 

In the Small Pox. 

I have been induced to ufe the Powder fre- 
quently in the Small Pox, from fome well attefted 
accounts I have received from various parts of the 
kingdom, of its fuccefs in that cruel diftemper. 
One is moft remarkable, which has been related 
to me by fuch perfons that I cannot doubt it. 

A lady, in or near Suffolk, fix months gone 
with child, or more, was feized with the Small 
Pox in fo violent a manner, that Dr. Piper, who 
was called in early, told her family that he thought 
nothing could fave her, unlefs it was my Powders, 
and he believed the beft chance Ihe could have 
would be from taking them •, but that he would 
not give them without the confent of the family. 

The 
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The conduct of the cafe was entirely left to him ; he 
adminiftred them during the whole courfe of her 
illnefs : the recovered without a mifcarriage, and 
was afterwards brought to bed of a fine child. 

The principal ufes I have made of them has been 
at the firft feizure till the eruption has appeared, or 
a day or two after; during which I have given 
them in fuch dofes as have operated pretty fmartly, 
both by vomit and purging, and this in a very bad 
fort, and bad fubjedts. In confequence of this 
treatment the patient has gone through all the fta- 
ges fo happily, that 1 have had no occafion to re- 
peat them again, and the fecond fever has given 
very little trouble. 

But another important ufe I have made of them 
jn this diftemper. When it has been fo much in a 
neighbourhood or in a family ?s to alarm thofe who 
pever had it, I have advifed the Powder by way of 
a'terative, or preparative; and thofe who have 
afterwards contracted the difeafe, have had it in fo 
favourable a manner, that it was impoflible not to 
aferibe a great deal to its efficacy in preventing 
Inflammation. 


In 
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In the Me as ibs. 

In the Meafles I have given them often in every 
ftage, and every conftitution that occurred, and alfo 
at every age, where I thought any medicines at 
all neceflary ; with this remarkable circumftance, 
that no cough or inflammation of the lungs has 
fucceeded in any cafe that I remember. But thc- 
nature of this diftemper is fuch, that I think it fel- 
dom requires more than the lancet, a prevention of 
coftivenefs, and diluting liquors •, unlefs fqperfluous 
medication, and an abfurd notion of driving out 
the efflorefcence by warm medicines, (hould induce 
fymptoms that nature never intended, and enforce 
a confequent treatment that could never otherwife 
be neceflary. 

In Slow Fevers. 

A more important ufe may be made of my 
Powder in a fpecies of cachexy, or bad habit of 
body, which I think more frequently occurs than 
any other diftemper, and, though one and the 
lame, has been diftinguifhed by more names and 
titles than all the reft together. I take it to be a 
flow latent fever in the habit, which does not blaze 
out like thofe which are more acute, unlefs upon 
the accefs of fome great additional caufe, and is of 
long duration becauie, though it acquires force 
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Sufficient to moleft, it is yet too inactive to ftimulate 
the vital powers (or nature) to expel it, by fuch a 
regular and compleat crifis as terminates more vio- 
lent fevers. As it feizes every organ of the body, 
it excites the fymptoms peculiar to affections of the 
part where it refides, and acquires hence a variety 
of appellations*, whereas it is nothing more than a 
local fever, which, by its too long refidence, fre- 
quently obftruCb and corrupts the place it fixes 
upon, if by its nature and offices it is much fub- 
jeCt to putrefaction. Thus when it is fixed upon^ 
the lungs, it caufes a confumption in the liver, a 
yellownefs in the (kin, and in time a jaundice, with 
all its confequences ; in the flomach, inappetency ; 
in the duodenum, indigeftion; in the inteftincs, 
frequent colics, with alternate coftivenefs and 
purgings ; in the kidneys and bladder, fymptoms 
which refemblc thofe of the ftone or gravel ; in the 
niefentery, torpor and fenfc of weight, with a dull 
and flight pain, often erroneoufly aferibed to the 
inteftines ; in the pancreas, a fenfe of weight and 
uneafinefs a little below the region of the ftomach, 
•with a little difficulty in refpiration, and frequently 
fjghing, and, I have reafon to believe, extremely 
acid eruClations ; in the fpleen, an uneaiy fenfation 
on the left fide, under the fpurious ribs, attended 
with a fqualid countenance, and great falacity, a 
tircumftance which cannot always be known, as 
the delicacy of the patients will po: permit them to 
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difcover it ; in the uterus, uneafy fenfations ; in the 
lower part of the abdomen, twitchings and fpafms \ 
for I am convinced that this important organ be- 
ing extremely nervous and fenfible, frequently is 
the feat of various hyfterical fymptoms, when fti. 
mulated by a morbid matter, according to the doc- 
trine of the ancients (who called hyfteric diforders 
fits of the mother, meaning of the matrix) though 
that is at prefent exploded : but the particular dif- 
orders of the organs contained in the abdomen have 
never been fully and fufficiently explained. I know 
no author that has explicitly enough deferibed the 
figns and fymptoms by which affedtions of thefe 
parts may be accurately and certainly diftinguilhed 
from each other, before they arrive at fuch inve- 
teracy as is part cure. But I have great reafon to 
believe that thefe diforders, which are ufually called 
hypochondriacal, hyfterical, or, according to the 
more falhionable cant, nervous, are excited no 
otherwife than by obftrufting matter lodged in 
fome or many of thefe organs, from the caufe I am 
now fpeaking of, which, by interrupting the cir- 
culation, and by diftending and Simulating the 
large p’exufes of nerves diftributed in various 
parts of the lower belly, excite ftrange temporary 
ccr.vuliions, and, not unfrequently, alienation of 
mind ; which, perhaps, docs not happen only from 
the injury propagated from the nerve to the com- 
mon fenfory in the brain, but by the concurrence 
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of another evil. When the obftrtnftions in the ab- 
dominal vifcera are confiderable, the due propor- 
tion of blood cannot be received and conveyed by 
the defending trunk of the large artery, as it can- 
not be received by the obftrudled blood vefiels, 
and confequently more muft be conveyed to the 
head ; the brain muft be unnaturally loaded, and 
all its functions diftunbed. Hence it may appear 
that the nerves are unjuftly charged with exciting 
diftempers, as they are not the aggreflors, but the 
fufferers. If the Slow Fever above-mentioned hap- 
pens to affcdt the parts contained in the breaft, ex- 
clufive of the lungs, which I have mentioned al- 
ready, it excites exceffive palpitations and. pains, 
refembling thofe of the pleurify; but not acute; 
rather chronical, and of long duration. If it feizes 
the diaphragm, I am inclined to think that it in- 
duces that kind of fenfation which patients defcribe 
by a finking, a fort of lazinefs in taking the air 
into the lungs, or difficulty of refpiration, unac- 
countable terrors on verv flight occafions, fometimes 
great dejedlion of fpirits, and fometimes violent fits 
of laughter. In the head it caufes aches, with 
great torture, and downright madnels ; in the 
membranes of the mufcles, erratic pains and chro- 
nical rheumatifms; and, when inveterate and fixed 
upon the tendons and membranous ligaments of 
the joints, the gout. In moft of thefe dates of the 
diftemper a remarkable lownefs of fpirits, and anxi- 
ety, 
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ety, are obfervable, and frequently want of reft j 
not temporary or occafional only, but of long du- 
ration. 

That all the various fymptoms arife from one 
and the fame caufe, and that they only differ with 
refped to the feat of the morbid matter, I am in- 
clined to believe from many circumftancesi a- 
mongft which it is of no fmall moment, that it ap- 
pears from recorded obfervations, and thofe of the 
prefent phyficians, who have made any, that this 
Prague and irregular diftemper frequently changes 
its appearance, as it alters its refidence, and varies 
amazingly, as it happens at different times, in the 
fame perfon, to affed this or that organ. And, if 
my own experience may have any weight, I caa 
fafely affirm that I have, in various fubjeds, feen 
every one of thefe diforders alter their forms as 
they have changed their fituations, by what medi- 
cinal writers call a Metajlq/is , or tranflation of the 
morbid humour from one part to another, and turn 
itfelf into every other diforder mentioned above, 
changing the fymptoms together with the names. 

Another reafonl have to believe all thefe one 
and the fame diforder, is, that before any of the 
principal organs are deftroyed by putrcfadion, or 
unrefolvable obftrudions, they are, in general* 
curable by the fame methods and medicines, the 
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gout excepted •, only making allowancesfor the dif- 
ferences in the ftrudure, nature, and offices of the 
part affeded. Add to this, that there is no one of 
thefe that I have not, at one time or other, fecn 
terminated by a regular and fevcre fit of the gout, 
by fcabby eruptions, or by an acute, continual, or 
intermittent fever, when the two laft have been fuf- 
fered to go off, in fome meafure, fpontaneoufly, or 
by a natural crifis, without the exhibition of heat- 
ing medicines to counterad the falutary intentions 
of Nitture, or of the bark to check them. Not that 
I think the gout, fcabs, or fevers, always neceffary 
to the cure : they may frequently be, and often are, 
removed without either •, but when the vital pow- 
ers are invigorated by proper treatment, not weak- 
ened by nervous cordials and drams, Nature will 
find refources, and get quit of the oppreffive load, 
by ways and means little expeded j and, on thefe 
occafions, it is prudent to humour her, and fecorvd 
her intentions, when difeovered, by feafonablc af- 
fiftance. 

In Intermittent Fevers. 

I have always been of opinion, that every fever 
that ever exifted naturally tends to a remifiion or 
an intermiffion * fo that if a phyfician will take care 
to lower the fever to a certain degree, it will re- 
mit, and confequently the bark will cure it: but 

nqtfiing 


Digitized by Google 


i 


I 


12S A VINDICATION OF THE 

nothing has been more midaken than the remilliort 
of a fever; for the exacerbation of a fever that 
generally comes on in the evening, or at night; 
has been ufually attributed to other caufes than the 
real, the remifiion has been unregarded, and the 
exacerbation has been afcribed to the time of the 
night, or to fomething equally ridiculous; but this 
remifiion will feldom happen if the fever is treated 
with heating or fudorific medicines. The bed and 
mod ready method of bringing a fever to a remif- 
fion, is to keep the patient cool, and to give a 
number of dools fufficient for the purpofe. This, 
in the ufual way, requires fome judgement; bur, 
what much abridges the difficulty of bringing on a 
remifiion, is - to give at fird, or before the patient 
is too much exhauded, a moderate dole of the 
Fever Powder, and to repeat it every fix hours, or 
more frequently, if it does not operate. If it 
proves an emetic, and brings away a large quantity 
of putrid bile, the remifiion or intermilfion is mod 
afluredly brought on, and the bark may be given 
without thofe fymptoms which are ufually thought 
nccefiary ; and the attendant has little to do but to 
give the bark in a quantity equal to a dram, every 
two or three hours, till the fever is vanquilhed ; 
and in many cafes, after a plentiful number of 
dools, the bark may, without any remifiion at all, 
be given with fuccel's. 

When, 
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When, therefore, a fever appears, the beft and 
molt expeditious method is to give fome dofes of 
the Fever Powder, in the manner above-mentioned, 
till a certain number of ftools, or even a vomit, is 
procured •, and if it does not totally remove the fe- 
ver, the bark will certainly cure it, if nothing is 
given at the fame time to obftruft the effect of the 
powder or the bark ; and if the femiflion is very 
fhort, and there can be time to give but very few 
dofes of the bark, in this cafe it may be prudent, 
during the exacerbation, to omit the bark, and 
give a dofe of the Fever Powder inftead of it; but 
it is fcarcely necelTary to fay, that the bark is to be 
repeated as foon as the paroxyfm is over. 

In Putrid Fevers. 

1 have often been alked what effect the Powder 
had in a Putrid Fever. I confefs I do not under- 
ftand the term, but I fuppofe it means the fame as 
that which Sydenham calls a Malignant Fever, which 
notion he has taken fome pains to explode. I 
never could underftand what Putrid Fevers mean, 
unlefs they are Peftilential Fevers, or thofe nearly 
approaching to them, as the Camp and the Gaol 
Fevers ; but the fpecies of fevers have been mul- 
tiplied to a ridiculous degree without any apparent 
neceflity, and I think there is fome reafon to be- , 
lieve that they only differ quatenus magis & minus ; 
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infomuch that the flighted fever, or what is called 

a Diary Fever, may be encreafed by a hot regimen 

and heating medicines, io as to become what is 

called putrid and malignant. — As to the ufeof the 

Powder in thole fevers called putrid, I think if it is 

taken till it lowers the fever, the bark will do the 

reft of the buflnefs, and render theorizing quite 

tinneceftary, efpecially if there be any thrufli, or 

that fpecies of lore throat which is ridiculoufly 
, > 
called malignant. 

In Child-Bed Fevers, See. 

\ 

Cases often occur in pra&ice, where, on account 
of particular circumftances, it is hazardous to at- 
tempt thofe evacuations, and other means of relief, 
which would otherwife be very proper and necef- 
fary •, as in the acute diftempers of women with 
child, child-bed, or in other fituations equally per- 
plexing. On thefe occafions, fo far as I have been 
able to learn by experience, this medicine may be 
exhibited with fafety, and very good effe&s •, pro- 
vided the' cure is at firft attempted by fmall dofes 
(five or fix grains, for example), and thefe are re- 
peated, and increafed prudently, till the end is an- 
fwered j that is, till the fever ceafes. 

Fevers in children are excited by various cau- 
fes, all of which (teeth for example) it is not pofli- 
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ble to remove immediately by medicine-, but what- 
ever be the fource, the effects may be always mo- 
derated, or abfolutely taken away, by proper dofes 
of the Powder, prudently repeated. Three or four 
grains may be given with fafety to a very young 
child ; and the fecond dofe fhould be augmented, 
if the firft has no fenfible operations ; and the fame 
Caution fhould be obferved with refped to the third, 
if that fhould be found necefiary. 

In the Yellow Fever, and other Disorders 
in the East and West Indies. 

I have juft received an agreeable and very im- 
portant account of the efficacy of the Powder in the 
Yellow Fever, a diftemper much dreaded in the 
Weft-Indies, and generally fatal. Having learned 
that this diforder made great ravages in Carolina 
once a year, I contrived to have a fufficient quan- 
tity of the powder fent to that Colony ; and I hear 
by a gentleman of honour, lately arrived from 
thence, that of a great number, both Whites and 
Negroes, who have taken it, fcarce any have been 
difappointed of a cure. 

The Yellow Fever is a diftemper which fre- 
quently deftroys the patient in a few hours, or at 
fnoft a very few days. I judged, therefore, that a 
medicine which is io powerful, and fo immediately 
efficacious, would be moft likely to perform a cure. 
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The value of the Weft-India eftates Ihould feeffl 
to depend principally on the prefervation of the Ne- 
groes; becaufe land uncultivated fo near the Line, 
and at fuch a diftance from London, would perhaps 
other'wifebeof no great account. I therefore judged, 
that if my Powder proved as effectual in the cure of 
acute diftempers in the Weft-Indies as in England, 
it would contribute to the enrichment of that very 
valuable part of the Britifh dominions. The event 
has verified my conjecture-, for it is abundantly 
confirmed to me from all our Weft India Colonies, 
that my Powder is, if poflible, more fuccefsful 
there than in Europe. I am informed, that there 
is a diftemper frequent amongft the Negroes, efpe- 
cially in the Leeward I (lands, which rcfembles our 1 
pleurifies, attended with a levere cough, which 
ufually ends in a fatal confumption, if the Negro 
efcapcs death from the original pleurify. This 
pleurify is almoft always cured by a very few dofes 
of this Powder, leaving not the lead traces of a 
cough or confumption behind. 

The Yellow Fever is alio well known to make 
great havock in the Southern American Colo- * 
nies, whenever they have the misfortune to be 
vifited with it. As the practitioners in that part of 
the world have never, that I know of, obliged us 
with an accurate hiftory of this diftemper, drawn 
from the appearances attending it, and the ftate of 
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the internal parts after death, I cannot judge ac- 
curately concerning its immediate caufes, farther than 
that it is a very violent inflammation, principally, 
pe. haps, of the liver. But I am informed from re- 
peated advices by letters from the Wcft-IndieS, and 
by the relation of thofe-who have beei itnefies of 
its efficacy in all the Southern Colonies, that my 
Powder effectually cures this terrible diforder, if 
taken in time. And the truth of this affertion will 
not, I believe, be doubted by thofe who know that 
it has for a conflderable time been ufed on board his 
Majefty’s (hips of war in the Weft-Indies, and with 
great fuccefs, in the diforders mentioned above *. 
But I hear, that in the Southern parts of America, 
they feldom give lefs than a whole paper of twenty 
grains for one dofe j which I think right, confider- 
ing the fudden progrefs acute diftempers make in 
hot climates. 

This medicine has alfo been tried on the coaft 
of Africa, and in the Eaft-Indies, with equal 
fuccefs f. 

* See pages 40 and 41. Alfo an account from Mr. 
French, furgeon of the Levant, page 52. 

f See pages 42 and 43. Alfo a letter from Mr. Pinic- 
ftan, lurgeou of the Havannah Eaft-Indiaman, p. §8, 


■ PAR* 


Digitized by Google 


i 3 + OF ADMINISTERING 


PARTICULAR 

DIRECTIONS 

FOR ADMINISTERING THE 

FEVER POWDER, 

IN ACUTE CONTINUAL FEVERS, THE SMALL- 
POX, MEASLES, RHEUMATISMS, &C. 

In Fevers. 

I F the patient is of a ftrong conftitution, young, 
and full of blood, it is prudent to take away ten or 
twelve ounces j though this is not always abfolute- 
ly neceffary, except in the beginning of a fever i 
for at the latter end of a fever, when the patient is 
very weak and exhaufted, bleeding may be pre- 
judicial. If the patient is coftive, give a clyfter, 
either of milk and brown fugar, or of warm wa- 
ter, with a large fpoonful of fait ; or a ftool may 
be procured by two drams or more of lenitive elec- 
tuary, half or three quarters of an ounce of purg- 
ing fait, or from ten to twenty grains of rhubarb. 
But it is not meant here, that the patient (hould be 
purged much, but only that coftivenefs fhould be 
prevented. This part of the directions ought equally 
to be regarded in the treatment of every acute dis- 
temper, when any kind of evacuations are intend- 
ed to be procured, not only by the Powder, but by 
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any other medicine whatever. The greateft of the 
modern practical authors aflert, that a neglcfl of 
bleeding before a vomit, or a purge, has lent great 
numbers to the grave. This caution is of the more 
importance, when either this medicine, or any other 
is taken, becaufe many apothecaries, and lower prac- 
titioners in phyfic, frequently vomit or purge, or 
both, without previous bleeding ; alledging for a 
reafon, that the pulfe is very low. But in this ftate 
the lowncfs of the pulfe is a raufe for bleeding, not 
againft it, for reafons very obvious to phyficians 
who underlland their bufinels, but too long for this 
place. 

There are two papers of Powder fealed up ir> 
each packet, containing about twenty grains each. 
■—-Let the patient take, in bed, half or a third of 
one of thefe papers, mixed in a fpoonful of pana- 
da, any fyrup, jelly of currants, barley-water, 
gruel, or any fort of tea ; taking care that none of 
the Powder is left in the fpoon : or rather, let it be 
made into a bolus with conferve of orange-peel, or 
almoft any other conferve, or jelly. Let the pa- 
tient be kept warm during the operation, and drink 
now and then, at pJeafure, a bafon of any thin, dilu- 
ting liquor, warm; as gruel, barley-water, common; 
milk whey without wine, or buum-rea. If it is 
attended with any fenfible operation, as ficknefs, 
purging, or fweati.ng, it is not necefiary to repeat 
' , K4 it 
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it till the operation is entirely over j and then ano- 
ther half paper, or a third, is to be given in the 
fame manner as the fird. By the time that the 
operation of the fecond dofe is finifhed, the feverilh 
heat, head ach, third, drynefs of the tongue, and 
anxiety, generally difappear, and the patient fleeps 
eafily. In this cafe it is not in the lead neceflary to 
take any thing more, for without it the patient will 
.hourly gather drength and recover. 

But if any part of the fever remains, a third 
dofe (hould be given, as foon as the operation of 
the fecond is over-, and the fame quantity (that is, 
a third, or half a paper) is to be repeated in the 
fame manner, till the fever is quite cured. 

But if. it happens, that the fird dofe has no fen- 
fible operation, a fecond Ihould be repeated two 
hours after the fird •, and if the fecond has no fen- 
fible operation, in fix hours, two-thirds or a whole 
paper fliould be given, and repeated every fix or 
eight hours, till it operates either by purging, fweat- 
ing, or vomiting, or the fever is cured j which 
often happens without any operation at all. But 
the bed general and plain direction is, to repeat 
half or a third of a paper once in fix hours, till the 
diforder is removed. 
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A child of two or three years old may take 
thiee or four grains, or fomething lefs than a quar- 
ter of one of thefe papers of Powder ; a child of 
eight or nine, one-third, or more, if necefiary j and 
one of fourteen or fifteen, the lame quantity as a 
grown perfon. 

Ir it purges, all poflible care Ihould be taken to 
avoid cold, and for this reafon it is necefiary to ufe 
a bed -pan. The diftemper itfelf requires all thefe 
cautions, though neither this nor any other medi- 
cine had been taken. But they are more to be re- 
garded when any medicine is taken, that is expect- 
ed to excite a fweat. And it mud be remarked, 
that it is by no means intended that a patient who 
takes this medicine Ihould be kept very hot by fires, 
bed-cloaths, or any other means. It is fufficient 
that he is a little more defended from the air, and 
kept a very little warmer than in a Hate of health. 

It fometimes happens, when little or no putrid 
bile is contained in the ftomach, bowels, &c. that 
the Powder, though given in the larged doles, will 
have no fenfible operation of any kind whatever. 
In thefe cafes, half or a whole paper Ihould be re- 
peated every four or fix hours. But on thefe occa- 
fions it will be proper to procure two dools in 
twenty-four hours, either by a clyder, which is the 
mod eafy way, or by giving with every dofe of 
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Powder, from five to ten grains of rhubarb, omit- 
ting it when the purpofe is anfwered, and refuming 
it when it again becomes necefifary. It is not to be 
concluded, that becaufe this medicine produces no 
operation, either by vomiting, pi ' ging, or (wear- 
ing, that it is in fuch cafe of no erficacy, much lefs 
that it can be prejudicial, by being retained in the 
body, for there are other difeharges by which a 
ctifis is often made, and the diftemper cured, as 
by urine and infen fible perfpirations *. And there is 
great reafon to believe it frequently a<5ts fo as to ex- 
tinguilh a fever, by a fpecific quality, difcoverable 
only by experience, and which, perhaps, no one is 
yet fufficiently acquainted with. 

Fe vbrs are often attended with violent purgings,; 
and it is extremely dangerous to flop them precipi- 
tately with opiates or aftringents. The beft method 
of treating them is, to drink very plentifully of 
chicken water, fo as to vomit five or fix times, 
which generally checks them j or if not, let a cly- 
fter of a pint of the fame chicken water, without 
any addition, be given, and repeated every hour, 
till the violence of the purging ceafes. And then 
begin with the Powder. 

The Chicken-water is thus made: Kill a young 
Jean chicken, ftrip off the fkin and feathers together, 

and 

* See Vindication. 
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and cut it down the back, and take out the guts 
without walhing it ; then boil it in feven quarts of 
water for eight minutes. 

Of this chicken-water it is very proper to drink 
a fmall bafon-full at a time, during the operation 
of the Powder, and more eipecially if the patient 
be Tick. 

\ 

In cafe of coftivenefs, notwithftanding the ufeof 
the Powder, a (tool Ihould be procured by a common 
clyfter, at leaft once a day ; but care mutt be taken 
to adminifter it at fuch a time, and in fuch a man- 
ner, that the patient may be as little expofed to ta ki» 
cold as is poflible. 

t 

The head in fevers is often very much affefled, 
and the patient is light-headed, inlenfible, orcon- 
vulfed ; thefe fymptoms the Powder generally re- 
moves in a little time; but as they are very trou- 
blefome and dangerous, it would be prudent to ap- 
ply ftimulating cataplafms all over the feet, in cafe 
they are not removed by the firft or fecond dofe, 
and let them be renewed every fix or eight hours, 
till the fenfes return, and the head is relieved. 

The Cataplafms are thus made: Take equal 
parts of muftard-feed bruifed, and horfe-radilh 
fcraped, a little old yeafl: or barm, and as much of 
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the fharpeft vinegar as is fufficient to make cata- 
plafms ; but at fea, where horfe-radifh and old 
yeaft cannot be had, a cataplafm may be made 
with pickled herrings, beat up with vinegar and 
frefh muftard. 

But it fomctimes happens, that after a fever is 
fubdued, the patient will be low-fpirited and de- 
je&ed, and labour under a kind of languor for fome 
days. In fuch a cafe I do not think it at all necef- 
fary to repeat this medicine, or give any other what- 
ever. But if the heat is moderated, the tongue 
much cleared, the pulfe regular, and not too quick ; 
if the urine depofits an equal fediment, and the 
‘patient begins to fleep, I efteem nothing but a little 
care requifite for his abfolute recovery •, unlefs in 
cafe of coftivenefs, where it may be prudent to give 
a ftool or two by half an ounce of Glauber’s fait, 
or manna, or any other gentle cathartic. 

In the Small- P ox. 

When the Small-Pox is recent, that is, before ; 
the eruptions appear, or within thirty or forty hours 
after they are difcovered, it will be proper to give 
at leaft half a paper, or ten grains of the Powder 
to a grown perfon, and to repeat that dofe, or a 
larger, every four or fix hours, till it has vomited, 
purged, or fweated pretty copioufly. The conti,- 
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nuance of it muft be determined by the operation * 
for when that has been fufficient, it is not advife- 
able to repeat it farther ; becaufe the diftemper will 
then proceed regularly through all its ftages, with 
little trouble or danger ; and the fecond fever will 
be in a great meafure, or totally, prevented. But if 
in any ftage of the diftemper the fever rifes to any 
confiderable degree of violence, fmall dofes of the 
Powder may be given to lower it, with great ad- 
vantage ; as four or five grains, or more, if that 
does not anfwer the end. 

N. B. The ufe of this medicine does not inter- 
fere with that of opiates at night, which in the 
Small-Pox are often necefiary. • 

In the Measles. 

The directions given for the Small-Pox are ap- 
plicable to the Mealies, except that the dofes may be 
lei's, and the evacuations not fo copious. It will be 
fufficient to procure a motion or two in twenty four 
hours, and to keep up a gentle fweat. In this dif- 
'temper the Powders are particularly efficacious, in 
preventing and curing the troublefome cough. 

In Slow Fevers, or Nervous Disorders. 

Those diforders which were fome years ago 
denominated hypochondriacifm in men, and hyfte- 
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rics or vapours in women, have lately moil ridicu- 
loufly been called Nervous ; and they have been as 
prepofteroufly treated with high cordials and fpirits, 
which have hence acquired the appellation of Ner- 
vous Medicines. But thele can be attended with no 
better cffed: than that of affording a temporary 
relief, and rendering ftronger drams neceffary, which 
have the lame deftrudive tendency, whether they 
are imported from a gin-fhop, or any other. As 
all thefe diforders are excited by a latent fever in the 
habit, they are moll readily cured by the Fever 
Powder. 

The method is, to take a third of a paper every 
bight going to bed ; or lefs, in cafe of great weak- 
nefs. If it is felt a little, it is fufficient •, if attend- 
ed with no operation, the dole fhould be increafed 
by one or two grains every night, till it either pro- 
duces fome effect, or cures the patient without any. 
But it will greatly accelerate the cure to procure a 
ftool, once or twice a day, with lenitive eleduary, 
rhubarb, falts, or any gentle cathartic. 

In the Y e l l o w Fever. 

In this diftemper the fame diredions are to be 
obfcrved as in acute continual fevers ; with this dif- 
ference only, that a whole paper (containing twenty 
grains) may be given at one dofe, and repeated if 
the firft Ihould not operate. 

In 
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In the Head-Ac ii. 

As mod habitual Head-achs of long continuance 
are caufed by flow latent fevers, the patient will ' 
find relief, by purfuing the method of cure directed 
for Nervous Dif orders. 

In the Rheumatism. 

1 

In Chronical Rheumatifms, that is, thofe of 
long (landing, the method direfted for the cure of 
Nervous Diforders will almoft always be found ef- 
fectual ; but it is generally prudent to lofe fome 
blood firflr, though not always abfolutely necefiary. 
And, in acute rheumatifms, the method of treat- * 
ment Ihould be exaftly the fame as that directed for 
fevers ; though it may be often neceffary to repeat 
bleeding more than once.. 

In the Ague. 

In this diforder the Powder is not fo certain as 
in fevers j but if it fail to effeft a cure of itfelf, it 
is an excellent preparative for the bark, as it will 
generally bring the diforder to a regular and per-, 
feet intermiflion. In this cafe, a whole paper is to 
be taken at once, and repeated about an hour be- 
fore every fit, and at lead once a day on the inter- 
mediate days between the fits. 
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Colds and Consumptions. 

Every one knows, that the diftemper com- 
monly known by the name of a Cold, is the fource 
of moft fevers ; and, if imprudently treated, fre- 
quently produces a confumption. Upon the firft 
approach of this common diforder (a Cold), it is 
generally fufficienr, in order to prevent the ill 
confequences of it, to take, at bed-time every 
night, a fourth of a paper of Powder, which may 
be increafed, at the fecond dole, to a third, or 
half a paper, if a fourth part is not fufficient. But 
if the cough continues obftinate, it is prudent to 
bleed, and to keep the body open. 

%• The preceding directions are calculated for 
the climates of Europe, and thofe that refemble 
them with refpeft to heat. But advices have been 
received from feveral furgeons, and others, who have 
ufed them with due attention in the very hot climates 
of the Eaft and Weft-Indies, the coafts of . Africa, 
and at fca in climates equally hot, that the dofes fpe- 
cified above are in general rather too large in thole 
places ", and that it is better to give the Powder in 
dofes of four or five grains (a fourth or rather lefs 
of a paper) and to repeat it every two or three 
hours, in other refpeCts obferving the preceding 
directions. However, in the Yellow Fever, and 
other very violent fevers, where no time is to be 

loft, 

* See page 43. 
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loft* it will be proper to begin with a dole even of 
a whole paper, or twenty grains *, as mentioned 
before. 

1 

It is always prudent to take this Powder in 
bed, or going to bed. 

As this Powder has been lately ordered to be ujed on 
board bis MajeJly's Navy , Dr. JAMES has 
thought it very necejfary to add the following 
Instructions, for the better Guidance of the 
Naval Surgeons. 

T H E above directions were calculated for the ufe 
of the common people, and to point out, nearly, 
the methods which ought to be purfued. But per- 
fons verfed in practice will readily diftinguifh the 
times and occafions when the rules here laid down 
are punctually to be followed, and when not ; and 
will adapt them to particular conftitutions, climates, 
feafons, and circumftances. 

It may not be amifs to remark, that though this 
medicine is fometimes found to operate pretty briflc- 
ly by way of vomiting, though never more violently 
than ipecacuanha •, and by purging, though never 
with any violent efforts or gripings; yet it has never 
been found, in any one inftance, to have done any 

* See pages 58 and 133. 
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the lead injury; fo that there is no reafon to fear 
a moderate number of dools at? the latter end of a 
fever, or at any other time. 

And it is particularly to be remarked, that 
though mod fevers are cured in a few hours by this 
medicine, yet others will be more obdinate, and 
continue fome days. In thefe cafes, as the Powder 
almod always prevents any dangerous fymptoms, 
the gentlemen of the navy will find, that by pur- 
fuing the ufe of it, and waiting, the fever will at 
lad be conquered, and never rife to any dangerous 
height. This obfervation holds true, particularly 
in miliary fevers, and all thofe of the eruptive 
kind. 

In fome conditutions, where a putrid bile has 
very much abounded in the prinue vi,e, and, 
for this reafon, the dimutus of the medicine, added 
to that of the bile, has occafioned it to operate more 
than was fufficient, it has been necefiary to reduce 
the dofe fo low as two or three grains, which has 
been repeated every two or three hours, and fome- 
, times more frequently. But whatever operation 
this medicine has, the fpirits and drength generally 
increafe upon every evacuation, and the patient 
grows remarkably eafier and better. 


This medicine is not fo certain with refpefl to 
intermittenrs, as in acute fevers. But a certain 
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method of curing thefe is to give this Powder dur- 
ing the fit, and the Peruvian bark during the in- 
termiffions. 

The Julepum e Camphor a of the laftDifpenfatory 
of the College is the moft proper of any to be given 
with this Powder, or during the taking it. ' 

As it is difficult to procure chicken-water on 
fhip-board, the moft ready fuccedaneum is a very 
thin gruel, or thin barley-water. 

N. B. As the gentlemen, who have the diredion 
of the medicines to be employed in the navy, lately 
ordered that this Powder ffiould, for their ufe, be 
put up in bottles, the furgeons who adminifter them 
are defired to take notice, that there is in every 
bottle fix packets, which contain twelve blue 
papers of the Powder, each nearly of twenty 
grains; fo that in the whole bottle there are 
twelve times twenty grains, or half an ounce : and, 
farther, that in the preceding directions, when half 
a paper is adyifed, ten grains are meant; when a 
third of a paper , feven grains, and fo in propor* , 
tion. The fradion of a grain in a whole paper is 
too trifling to merit regard. 

%♦ Care lhould be taken to keep the Powder 
dry. 
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The genuine Powder is made up in fealed packets, 
price Two Shillings and Sixpence each ; but thofe who 
purchafe them in quantities may have them for One Pound 
Two Shillings and Sixpence a-dozen. — It may alfo be 
had ih bottles, two of which contain a dozen packets. — 

No abatement is made on a lefs quantity, and no greater 
abatement on any larger. 

It is fold in London only by Francis New b cry, junior , 
at his Medicinal Warehoufe in St. Paul’s Church-Yard. 

And all purchafers are defired to obferve, that there is a 
receipt palled on the outfide of each packet or bottle of 
the Powder, flgned by the faid Francis Newbery, junior; 
and that no perfons, except thofe who have an appoint- 
ment under his hand and feal, are impowered to fell it 
again in any other part of Great-Britain, Ireland, or the 
Weft-Indies. 

This caution is the more neccllary to be attended to, 
as great quantities of a counterfeited Powder have been 
fent to Ireland and the Weft-Indies, as alfo to many of 
the Country Towns in this Kingdom, made up in packets 
fo artfully, that unwary perfons might eafily be deceived ; 
and more particularly, as in fome of thefe imitations Mr. 

Newbery’s fignature has even been forged. — Merchants 
and Captains of Ships who have orders for this medicine 
from abroad, are therefore requefted to be careful in pro- 
curing the Powder from Mr. Newbery. 

It may not be improper to add, that Mr. Robert Har- 
court James, (fon of the late Do£tor) and Mr. Francis 
Newbery, junior, are the only proprietors, and the only 
perfons inllrudled by Dr. James in the preparation, of the 
Powder ; it can therefore be had genuine from them 
alone. * 
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I Have often heard it faid, that it is very difficult 
to treat the diforders of children, becaufe they 
cannot tell what is the complaint. It is evident, 
on the contrary, chat mod or all the diforders of 

L 4 children, 

* This little Treadle was drawn up fomc years ago at 
the particular requeft of a Lady of the full quality, in or- 
der to aflifl her in the benevolent dcfi^n ot relieving the 
infant poor in her neighbourhood in the country. Several 
copies were made afterwards, which the Dodtorgave to his 1 
female friends for the fame laudable purpofe. The great 
fkill which he always difeovered in the management of 
the diforders of children is well known ; and the publi- 
cation of this fhort defeription of his method may prove 
highly ferviceable to thole who live remote from any 
advice, or to thofe who undertake the cure of their own 
children. 
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children, except thofe which are excited by con- 
tagion, as the Small-Pox, Meafles, • Hooping- 
Cough, &c. arife from the fame caufe, and con- 
fequently the methods of cure ought to be nearly 
the fame. 

The general caufe of infantine diforders is a 
fpecies of flime or jelly contained in the ftomach 
or fomc other parts of the inteftines, which loads, 
oppreffes, and ftimulatcs, and confequently pro- 
duces an infinity of complaints, that are often ig- 
norantly afcribed to very different caufes. The 
fymptoms, too, thence arifing, are fometimes called 
original diflempers, and treated accordingly. As 
for example: I have very frequently known dif- 
orders arifing hence, put on the form of an inter- 
mittent, which ignorant pra&itioners have treated 
with the bark, though nothing can be more de- 
finitive, if it is given before the bowels are cleared 
of the impurities they contain; and very often the 
bark is not then neceffary, becaufe the poor little 
patient will almoft always recover without it. 

The falts of wormwood draughts, though they 
do no manner of good, are not fo mifchievous as 
the bark. But when a baby is forced to take a 
medicine very often without any manner of advan- 
tage, it teizes the child and the parents, and is 
injurious for that very reafon. 

The 
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The mod effe&ual method of treating the dif- - 
orders of children is as follows : 

Many young children, and thofe farther ad- 
vanced, are frequently fubjeft to an excefiive purg- 
ing, which it would be yery pernicious to ftop by 
opiates and aftringents. My method is to give 
repeated clyfters of the chicken-water, and to let 
them take, every two hours, one or two fpoonfuls 
of the common chalk-julep of the Difpenfatorv, 
which any apothecary caq make. The chicken- 
water is thus made: Kill a young lean chicken, 
ftrip off the fkin and feathers all together, cut it 
down the back, and take out the guts without 
wafhing it, then Ijoil if in feven quarts of water 
for eight minutes. 

Put if, wifhqut this fymptom of purging, a 
child is reftlefs and uneafy, is perpetually com- 
plaining and moaning, then the following clyfter 
is to be given and repeated every morning, till the 
bowels are cleared of the above-mentioned jelly ; 
and it is remarkable, that the fmall thread-worms 
are frequently difcharged with it. 

The Clyfter: Put half a pint of milk into 
a faucepan over the fire, and make it a little 
warmer than new milk, then add to it twenty 
grains of the beft fuccotrine aloes, by fticring 

it 
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it with a fpoon, for a clyfter. This clyfter is 
to be repeated every morning for five or fix 
mornings. 

When by thefe means the fymptoms are in a 
great meafure removed, the next thing to be done 
is to give, night and morning, twenty grains of 
tin prepared in my manner, with one, two, or 
three grains of rhubarb with the tin. To thofe 
more advanced in years the dofe (hould be increaf- 
ed, fo as to procure two or three motions in the 
twenty-four hours. 

To give any thing naufeous to very young chil- 
dren is difficult, and often deters them from tak- 
ing their food. I ufually fubftitute ten or fifteen 
grains of magnefia, which, as it has no tafte, is 
for that reafon better than the rhubarb, but not 
quite fo effectual. 

A very tremendous fymptom is frequently ex- 
cited by foul bowels, I mean convulfions ; in that 
cafe nothing is fo good as vomiting, not however 
omitting the clyfters. What I have found moft 
ferviceable, is this ; 

Take one grain of emetic tartar, difiolve it in 
fix ounces of pure water ; let the child take one 
table fpoonfu! every hour, till it vomits plentifully. 

The 
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The tin with rhubarb, or magnefia, is alfo excel- 
lent for preventing returns of convulfions. I have 
frequently known very -good effedls produced from 
the Fever Powder; but as the efficacy, in thefe 
cafes, is from the operation by vomiting, and as the 
emetic tartar is more certain to vomit, I generally 
chufe that upon thefe fudden emergencies. 

Something fhould be here faid of the ufes of 
calomel in the diforders of the bowels in children, 
as it is a moft excellent medicine, and, after a fuf- 
ficient quantity of clyfters have been given, anfwers 
the purpofe better than any other remedy ; but, as 
there is fome difficulty in afeertaining the dofe for 
young children, and fuch as have been reduced 
very much, and emaciated by the preceding difor- 
der, I fliall lay down fome rules for the ufe of it, 
drawn from my own practice. I moft frequently 
give it in the Pulvis Bafilicus, deferibed by Quincy. 

The Pulvis Bafilicus confifts of diagrydium, 
cerufe of antimony, cream of tartar, and calomel, 
of each equal parts. Powder and mix. 

» . - » ...» v 

Of this I ufually give eighteen grains to a child 
of fix years old, which is fufficient for one of fix- 
teen, with an addition of about ten grains of rhu- 
barb, and three grains of grated nutmeg ; but for 
thofe lefs advanced in years, from one year old and 

upwards. 
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upwards, to five or fix, the dofe of the Pulvis Ba- 
filicus and the rhubarb fhould be adminiftered as 
follows : A child of one year old may take eight 
grains of the Pulvis Bafilicus, with five or fix grains 
of rhubarb. A child of two years old may take 
ten grains of the Pulvis Bafilicus, and fix or feven 
grains of rhubarb. A child of three or four years 
old may take twelve grains of the Pulvis Bafilicus, 
and eight grains of rhubarb. A little grated nut- 
meg fhould be given with all of them. I have 
before recommended this as a mod excellent me- 
dicine, but its efficacy and fafety depend on the 
care of the apothecary, which in every cafe, where 
calomel is concerned, is fuppofed. If the calo- 
mel is genuine and well prepared, it is extremely 
fafe; but if, for cheapnefs, it is bought of chy- 
mifts, who prepare it from the Dutch or Venetian 
fublimate, I think it may be injurious, and I have 
met with inftances of its bad effedls. 

When children are affii&ed with a confiderable 
purging, during the time of breeding their teeth, 
care mud be taken not to check it precipitately, 
but treat it in the manner deferibed above, for the 

' • I 

purging of children. 

The Measles. 

The Meafies is a very inflammatory diftemper, 
and mud be treated accordingly. The great dan- 
ger 
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ger depends on the cough, which commences with 
the diforder, and continues with it all along, but is 
generally moil exafperated when the eruptions be- 
gin to difappear, and die away ; for at that time 
the patients are fometimes fuffocated by it, breathe 
with difficulty, and lofe their voice, or elfc foon af- 
ter fall into a pulmonary confumption, in confe- 
quence of the inflammation. The dire&ions for 
the treatment of this cafe are very fhort, and will 
always fucceed, provided they are put in pratftice 
at firft, and no heating medicines are made ufe of 
.during the courfe of the diftemper. 

But, before I give thefe directions, it is neccf- 
fary to obferve, that it is a very common error in 
practice, when the eruptions begin to fublide and 
wither, to adminifter very heating and perfpirativc 
medicines, with an intent to drive out the mealies, 
as it is called. This is a moll grofs miftake, attended 
with very fatal confequences ; for at this time the 
diftemper, as meafles, is entirely over, and all the 
medicines in the world cannot recal them. Thefe 
heating medicines, therefore, increafe the inflam- 
mation of the lungs, exafperate the cough, and do 

every kind of mifehief that can be fatal. 

% 

* The method of treating the diforder is this : 
As foon as the diftemper declares itfelf by a wa- 
tery eye, a considerable cough, and fometimes a 

difficulty 
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difficulty of breathing, bleed rather more plenti ■ 
fully than in moft other diftempers, and repeat 
bleeding whenever the cough requires it •, that is, 
when it increafes; and there are cafes when it is 
neceffary five or fix times, or even more. As the 
cough generally increafes when the eruptions go 
off, at that time it is particularly requifite to bleed, 
bv the want of which many lives have been loft ; 
therefore repeat bleeding without the lead hefita- 
tion. 

Let the patient have a clyfter every day of any 
kind that will-give a motion or two. I ufually 
prelcribe half a pint of chicken-water, and two 
tea fpoonfuls of common fait ; but the Fever 
Powder (hould never be omitted : let that be taken 
two or three times every day, in dofes proportioned 
to the age of the patient; that is, from two grains 
to five, or more, if the patient is farther advanced 
in years ; for this, whether it operates or not, will 
mitigate the fever and inflammation, and do more 

O 

fervice to the cough than any other medicine. It 
will alfo very frequently prevent the cough, at the 
latter end of the diftemper, in that critical period, 
when it otherwife ufually falls upon the lungs. I 
have fcarce ever known this method to fail, for the 
Fever Powder is more powerful than any other * 
medicine in taking off the inflammatory difpo- 
fuion. 

The 
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The Hooping or Kink-Cough. 

There are many diftempers which affedt chil- 
dren more dangeroufly than this, but there are few 
more troubiefome. It is frequently of very long 
duration ; infomuch that a child may have it for 
fix or eight months. I think it always prudent to 
bleed in the beginning, and to keep the bowels 
clear by the clyfters, defcribed above, but nothing 
is fo efficacious as frequent vomits. Thfc folution 
of emetic tartar, before defcribed, is very effec- 
tual j but 1 more frequently prefcribe thus : 

Take of crabs eyes half a dram, of emetic tar- 
tar one grain ; mix them well together, and divide 
them into three or four equal parts ; let the child 
take one of thefe parts every day, every other day, 
or every third day, as the cafe requires. Frequent 
change of air has been found by experience to be 
of great fervice. . 

The Small-Pox. 

In very young fubje&s there is no poffibility 
of laying down any precife rules as to bleeding. 
It is otherwife with refpedt to keeping the 
bowels open, which fhould be done at firfl by 
the clyfters above-mentioned, and the Fever Pow- 
der fhould be given and repeated two, three, or 

four 
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four times a day, as the fymptoms excited by the: 
intenfenefs of the fever require. 

The Hydrocephalus, 

As it is called, or Watery Head, is the mod 
fatal diftemper to children. I have never yet 
been fo happy as to fee one cured, and therefore 
it is the lefs necefiary to give any inftruttions 
about the treatment of it. Upon dilTe&ion, a 
large quantity of water is found in the ventricles 
of the brain. The fymptoms at firft in fome 
meafure refemble thofe excited by foul bowels, but 
in a little time a great ftupor comes on, and fooh 
after a total deprivation of all the fenfes. 


F I N I S. 




